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Ben Craven spoke to eight schools in and around Glasgow as well as addressing a 
Colour Group meeting in London.  One booked school withdrew and he seeks a 
replacement lecture in June.  His audience to date totals 745 school pupils.  
Feedback from teachers was favourable and his report (Appendix 1) makes several 
useful comments and suggestions.

Ron Douglas spoke to eight schools and a university Òschool open dayÓ in south 
Wales and Essex, as well as addressing a Colour Group meeting in London.  His 
audience totalled 605 school pupils and over 50 adults (staff and visitors).  He 
received positive feedback and his report (appendix 2) makes several useful points.

I have received a letter of thanks which contained generous positive feedback from 
one centre at which Ron lectured (Appendix 3).

The scheme came in on budget and on schedule and 1350 students were 
addressed.  I think it can be judged a success and would be worth extending another 
year as both fellows would be prepared to do this.  We should consider taking up 
some of their suggestions, e.g. widening the audience, seeking joint funding and 
cooperation.

Appendix 1
Report from Ben Craven

At the time of writing, I have given the talk at 8 schools, to an aggregate audience of approximately 
745. The schools and audience sizes (sometimes split over two performances), are:

Abronhill High School, Cumbernauld    120
Ayr Academy       52
Bannerman High School, Glasgow    140
Bellshill Academy, Glasgow     100
Caldervale High School, Airdrie    150
Eastbank Academy, Glasgow     105
Kilsyth Academy      48
St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School, Glasgow  30
     Total  745

One school of the original 9 dropped out. I had some trouble arranging another school, and the final 
talk will now be given in June in Glenrothes.

Comments from teachers



Teachers appeared to be very happy with the talk. Several of them thought that the talk would be 
useful further down the school as well as for older pupils; the large audiences that I got were partly 
because teachers brought some S4 pupils into the talks as well as the S5/S6. 

One of my talks was attended by Richard Ashworth of the Society of Dyers and Colourists. His 
feedback was very positive.

My comments
I enjoyed giving the talks and would be pleased to continue if the Fellowship is extended. I was made 
very welcome at all of the schools, and with one exception had the pleasure of attentive audiences. 
Several of the schools were in the less-glamorous parts of Glasgow, where I think that this sort of 
enrichment of the curriculum is particularly valuable.

If the Colour Group decides to continue with the Fellowship, I suggest that it consider (a) broadening 
the audience and (b) looking for collaborative funding.

(a) As mentioned above, teachers felt that the talk would work lower down the school. When 
recruiting schools, it was clear from what Science Connects told me that had the advertised 
age range been broader, the talk would have been heavily oversubscribed. At it was, we 
recruited enough schools, but only just. The adjustments needed for younger audiences would 
not be great – in general the demonstrations appeal to any age group, and it is the commentary 
and structure that need alteration.

(b) The Colour Group might be able to make its money go further by collaborating with other 
funders, such as the various science festivals (which run programmes for schools), the Royal 
Institution, the Institute of Physics, and so on.

Appendix 1
Report from Ron Douglas

Summary of visits

Apart from the first two Colour Group events, I lectured at 8 schools as well as at a school 
event at City University.  Discounting the Colour Group events I talked to a total of 605 
pupils and 42 adults.

Date School Contact attendance Comments

Pupils adults

09/07/08 City of London 
Academy

Part of selection process

03/12/08 Colour Group, City 
University

Organised by Colour Group

09/02/09 Preseli School, 
Crymych, 
Pembrokeshire, SA41 
3QH

Dr Mike 
Morgan

28 5

09/02/09 Dyffryn Taf School, 
North Road, Whitland, 
Carmarthenshire, SA34 
0BD

Dr Paul 
O’Niell

110 4



10/02/09 Milford Haven School, 
Steynton Rd, Milford 
Haven, Pembrokeshire, 
SA73 1AE

Mr David 
Clee

58 4

10/02/09 Pembroke School, Bush, 
Pembroke, 
Pembrokeshire, SA71 
4RL

Mr Dave 
O’Toole

18 3

11/02/09 Sir Thomas Picton 
School, Haverfordwest, 
Pembrokeshire, SA61 
2NX

Mr Richard 
Sargint

75 3

11/02/09 St. Davids School, St. 
Davids, Pembrokeshire, 
SA62 6QH

Mrs Karen 
Owens

51 3

12/03/09 The Hertfordshire & 
Essex High School and 
Science 
College,Warwick Road, 
Bishop's Stortford, 
Hertfordshire,CM23 5NJ

78 10

16/03/09 Saffron Walden County 
High School, Audley 
End Road, Saffron 
Walden, Essex, CB11 
4UH

Mrs 
Merrilyn 
Coates

110 5

20/03/09 City University Dr Simon 
Grant

77 5 Part of a ‘school brain 
awareness day’

Total      605 54

Expenses incurred

There were no expenses involved in the preparation of the lecture.  The only expenses 
claimed were for an extended visit to the schools of Pembrokeshire.  The total claim for 
travel to and within Wales, as well as hotel accommodation, amounted to £507.10.  All travel 
to other schools involved minimal expense and was therefore not claimed for.

Were the visits a success?

My overwhelming feeling is that this was a very worthwhile and successful exercise.  
Immediate feedback from all schools was very positive.  Students seemed engaged, asked lots 
of questions and interacted with me very well.  Teachers were equally enthusiastic.

The visit to Dyffryn Tafn resulted in correspondence with a pupil regarding the results of a 
biology project on colour vision.  I also received thank you letters from one pupil, a teacher 
and The Darwin Centre in Pembrokeshire.

If the aim of the fellowship was to raise the profile of the Colour Group, I am sure it did this 
to a certain extent.  However, much more importantly to my mind, I am convinced that most 
people who came to the lectures will have left more interested in science generally, and 
vision/colour specifically, than when they arrived.

Personally, I found this experience very satisfying as I felt the pupils were very appreciative 
of what I was doing.  It also reminded me that children, if approached in the right way, are 
incredibly open to knowledge and eager to engage in the scientific process.



Problems encountered & lessons learned

There were no real problems.  Rather naively, when applying for the position, I had assumed 
the Colour Group would arrange the visits to schools and I would simply give the lectures.  
The arrangement of the visits (contacting schools etc) was by far the most onerous task and I 
suspect without advertising myself at a previous, unrelated, lecture in Wales, I would not 
have reached my quota.  Part of the problem was that by the time I was appointed and the 
lecture had been approved, it was well into the school year.  In future years (if the scheme 
continues) visits need to be arranged in the summer before the beginning of the school year.

Appendix 3
Letter from Darwin Centre


