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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, A COLOUR WORD COMPENDIUM

INTRODUCTION

Colour words are so descriptive and evocative that they are extremely useful in bringing language to
life. The whole subject has been of seemingly endless fascination and many scholars have
approached the topic from a number of directions. For example, Biggam of the University of
Glasgow has discussed the basic principles of modern colour semantics within an international
anthropological framework. Sandford argues that the relationship of colour-emotion constructions
are well entrenched for English speakers and conceptions have roots embodied in physical and
psychological experiences. Steinvall of Umea University Sweden has carried out studies of colour
word frequency in English dictionaries. He also considers the interpretation of and meanings
attributed to colour words very much in context within the sentences they are constructed. He
divides his considerations using the eleven basic perceptual colour categories derived from Berlin
and Kay - black, blue, brown, green, grey, orange, pink, purple, red, white, and yellow.

The Compendium devotes sections to each Berlin and Kay category, including violet and indigo with
purple. There are also sections devoted to animal colours, metallic colours and racial terms, as well
as appearance terms, and a section on patterns and other colour words. There are few colour words
upon which we all agree therefore use is wide and there are many examples of situations for each.
Sections other than the already mentioned list, for example on colour word order structures and
words describing technical and scientific terms, and visual and colour process words may be
included in the Compendium when appropriate. This Compendium demonstrates uses to which
colour words have been put and seeks to bring together terms that have been used in the past and
those still current. Most of the terms included will at one time or another have been used in
everyday speech among relevant sections of the population. Such words are used for different
purposes, most commonly as general descriptors of colour appearance, as immediate identifiers
recognisable to a specific population, and as symbolic descriptors.

The result is not a formal dictionary; the aim has been to produce a text that is readable and
interesting bringing together each set of colour terms in themes. These may include fauna, flora,
food, medical, similes, dress and oral tradition. For example, the section devoted to blue presently
consists of 20,000 words containing some 600 blue terms in 34 such sections. Each theme may, if
necessary to complete a story, contain references to the place occupied by other colours within the
theme. Each colour chapter contains a section on colours that approximate to the selected colour, so
for example, snow when used as a colour will be included under white, and sooty, included under
black. Although presented in themes access to individual terms within each theme is available
through the index.

An attempt has been made to include as many examples of the ever expanding uses of colour words
in everyday language. There are exceptions. For generations colorants and colour names have been
invented for different purposes, such as to describe a ‘new’ paint colour. Their inclusion would
demand a co-publication of a colour reference chart, such as that published by Maertz and Paul. This
is not the purpose of the present approach. Sufficient examples have been included to demonstrate
principles of approach however.

Also, no attempt has been made to include an exhaustive list of names attached to flora and fauna.
As there are numerous specialist dictionaries in the very many different fields of natural life forms,
included here are sufficient examples to illustrate principles of animal and vegetation coloration
words.



Most names for animals and plants are probably those used first by communities when describing
local fauna and flora. Examples of a colour name used to describe the whole animal include the
Newfoundland name white bear for the polar bear; this is also the Chinese name for the panda. Not
only are the colour names listed above included. The scarlet tanager and the snow goose are North
American birds, and the sooty tern, is from the tropics, all adjectives denoting colour. Colour names
applying to specific parts of the animal include the white-tailed deer and the black browed albatross.
Geographical isolation of communities leads to the same animal being called different names. In
parts of Africa the white-tailed gnu is also called the black wildebeest after the colour of its body.
The same name can be given to different animals. The snow mouse is applied to Arvicola nivalis as
well as to the American arctic lemming Cuniculus torquatus which is white in winter. Sometimes the
wrong name becomes applied to an animal by mistake. The white rhinoceros is brownish-grey not
white. The Boer in South Africa called it the wide-nosed one (wijd), but the English mistook this for
white.

Some readers may disagree with some of the entries. Obviously this may occur with flower and
animal names from their inevitable local bias, as outlined above. Some may have different ideas over
colour names just as producers of colours use the same colour name to describe different colours.
As Maerz and Paul point out not only are all colours derived from nature subject to wide differences
in shade, but colour name and usage change with time, and also change from the attributive to the
specific to becoming generic. However, this difficulty ought not to be encountered too frequently in
this volume as there is no colour atlas included.

A complete bibliography is included. Items from both formal and slang publications have been
included with those from many non-fiction sources together with items as they have occurred in the
press, broadcast media and internet. Not included are book, play or film titles, except possibly where
they have become colloquial in nature or where they offer an explanation as to the origin of a
particular term or phrase.

The comprehensive colour chart based A dictionary of color, by John Aloys Maertz and Morris Rea
Paul which contains detailed notes on colours and pigments was published in 1930 and republished
in 1950. This work is geared closely to the artist and colorant user. Augustine Welch and Margaret
Hope in 1990 edited a very broadly based The compendium of colour, which attempts to survey the
whole of colour in a single volume. A dictionary of colour by lan Paterson was published in 2003. This
was compiled from eight standard dictionaries and the web and the result reinforced my view that a
more comprehensive and different approach was required. For example, Paterson includes
approximately 70 entries under blue: in the present work there may be 600.

Colour terms themselves may be individually interpreted. For example, the term purple patch is
given to an individual who is doing very well. This arises from the equating of purple with royalty and
richness. To others the opposite applies, that is to someone who is doing very badly, from the
equating of purple with the colours produced by bruising and physical harm. Another example arises
in Australia where red haired individuals are called blue. The blue doe, also blue flier, is the female of
the red kangaroo, said to be so called from the colour of its greyish pelt. Rather more extremely
perhaps, the Australian Virgin Red airline which has red planes is known colloquially as Virgin Blue.

Principles of colour word use

The traditional function of a flag is to reinforce a sense of purpose, to act as a focus, and to inflate
emotions. When feelings and emotions are symbolised in writing and speech, colours act like flags to
reinforce association. Within the context of daily life and the use of vernacular English we are



comfortable with the understanding of the sensation — colour words act as adjectives, less often as
nouns, sometimes as verbs and rarely as adverbs. These describe our physical and emotional worlds.
These forms are also used for different purposes:

The adjective is used as a general descriptor of colour appearance and may be used with modifiers,
for example, ‘the dark red wall’. A full understanding requires some agreement in colour vision
capability of user and receiver. Few problems arise with the use of colour words as adjectives as long
as only basic colour words are used, that is, the Berlin and Kay colours. Confusion may occur when
other colour words are used because of disagreement over their definition. Tarrant has described
the categories into which colour names fall. He termed these as basic (e.g. green), modified basic
(e.g. light green), basic-basic (e.g. reddish-orange), qualified basic (e.g. vivid green), elaborate (e.g.
jade green), and idiosyncratic (e.g. river bottom green). The more complex the term the more
confusion there may be because of disagreement over definition.

Colour nouns may on occasion take modifiers, for example, when referring to ‘the Oxford Blues'.
Normally the noun is used as an immediate identifier to a specific population, for example, in
relation to association football clubs. ‘The Blues’ in London may be Chelsea, in Glasgow the term
likely refers to Rangers. Qualifiers are rarely used with colour nouns because they make the verbal
expression of the colour over complex. For example, the Coventry City team wears the official ‘Sky
Blue’ strip, but they are still ‘The Blues’ when out on the pitch. Here the modifier would be
superfluous anyway because the opposing team would not also be wearing blue. Normal colour
vision or even vision is not demanded for understanding the noun because the team is called ‘the
Blues’ whether or not the supporter recognises the colour as ‘blue’.

The verb, for example, ‘to green’ can be used in the intransitive form ‘the plants have
greened already this spring’ as well as in the transitive form, ‘I blued the washing’. Normally colour
verbs, such as ‘to black’ or ‘to blacken’ are not used with modifiers. This verb may describe a task,
which, if you are an C18 sailor means to cover the sides of the ship with tar for waterproofing, or, if
you are a C19 kitchen maid it refers to cleaning the boots or blacking the stove. This applies also
when used in its slang form meaning to blackmail or to ostracise. That is, use is population
dependent and no colour vision is demanded.

The adverb is rarely used — ‘in spring the tree grew greenly’

The interjection — ‘by all that’s blue!” instead of an expression containing words that may be
deemed unacceptable to those in the vicinity.

The final category is use of the colour word as an arbitrary symbolic descriptor - ‘he is green
with envy’.

Although we may be able to distinguish millions of colours when they are adjacent, there are very
few colours upon which we are all agreed and which therefore can be used as safe descriptors in
general conversation. But, care is needed when interpreting the sense of colour words within the
context of the sentence. In all categories except the last interpretations are safe and meaning for the
qualifying population is usually not in doubt. However, when colour is used as a symbol we are on
more dangerous ground. The word green means the colour green; it does not mean anything else.
Hence, we can attribute to the word green whatever emotions, beliefs, feelings, associations,
symbols we want to attribute to it. These may be contradictory. For example, Shakespeare used
green to emphasise freshness and fertility, ignorance, immortality, expectation and hope, envy and
melancholy, and also observes it as a symptom of sickness. The Bard used green because he liked
the way it helps his words flow and no doubt appreciated the way his words sounded when spoken.



Such uses are usually linked to commonly held colour associations. For example, green is associated
with the bright green of springtime growth, hence with new life and happiness and the innocence
that comes with new life, but it is also the colour of decaying flesh, and hence with death and
misery. Red is associated with the colour of blood and fire, hence with victory and also with defeat.
Blue is associated with the clear blue sky, hence with peace and tranquillity, but also with the blue of
the black eye, hence with violence and hurt. Purple is associated with royalty and power through the
use of expensive colorants used in dress and paintings of kings and the Virgin Mary, but also with
bruising, hence with battle and injury. Yellow is associated with sunshine, hence with warmth and
life, but, since medieval North Africa, the Spanish inquisition, then later with Fascism yellow has also
been associated with brutality, cowardice and treachery. All colour words have both positive and
negative connotations — as a symbol a colour word means just what the user wants it to mean.

Colour words are richly used in language because they can be immediately visualised. Not only do
colour words describe in an evocative and recognisable manner, they can be given any ‘meaning’
defined only by the user.

The Compendium utilises data amassed since the mid-1950s. Its assemblage and coordination has
been underway for 40 years, albeit intermittently, sometimes with considerable gaps. The initial
intention was to compile the data into standard dictionary form but that proved much less
interesting an approach (at least to the compiler) than that eventually taken. My grateful thanks are
due to all involved in the creation of all sources of reference consulted. Thanks also for the
cooperation and encouragement of the staff at numerous libraries including the British Library,
Bedford and St Neots, Cambridgeshire Libraries, as well as to the Brian and Doreen Goldsmith
Library, and the numerous individuals who have volunteered data.

| have had valuable advice, input and encouragement from many including Professors M Ronnier
Luo, Tien-Rein Lee, John Widdowson and Jin-Sook Lee, also from Doreen and Brian Goldsmith and
my long suffering wife Jenny. | am most grateful for guidance on the racial colour words section from
Professors lan Law, Uvanney Maylor, and Dr Robert Carter. For a number of years in the early 1990s
| received great help from family friend Dick Gavitt who was responsible for transferring early hand
written data into digital form. Alas, this clarinet playing ex Gl, later radio news anchorman in
Chicago, passed away in 1999. For the past two or three years | have been extremely grateful for the
editorial input and web savvy of long-time colleague and friend Dr Mike Pointer. Dimitris Mylonis,
very kindly included the first view of the Compendium on the web site of the International Colour
Association (AIC) Language Study Group, of which he is Chairman. Professor Tien-Rein Lee of the
Chinese Culture University in Taipei has very generously organized the printing of this somewhat
restructured and updated version of the Compendium.

Introduction to the first printed edition

We are very grateful to Professor Tien-Rien Lee for arranging to print drafts of the original
Compendium. Unfortunately further printing was prevented by unforeseen circumstances. In 2018,
through the kind suggestion of Dr Vien Chung, the Colour Group (GB) very kindly offered to go to
print on condition that the volume was extended and updated, and that it was also published as an
open access, freely downloadable, resource on their website. To this end, this first printed edition
contains an additional section that outlines where specific colour orders are used in everyday life,
perhaps for information, or identification or safety.

john.hutchings@physics.org
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black, introduction

black. C9. Old English blaec, from Old Saxon blak ink. Blaec was mainly used in reference to
brightness but also meant hue in, for example, ravens. In Middle English blak black still had both
brightness and hue senses, for example it referred to the darkness of night as well as the hue of,
soot, beards, pitch, hair and species of animals and plants.

Other roots indicating black colour include:

Greek, melas, black, as in, for example, melancholia, black bile, C14, see under black, mela-
combining forms.

Polish, sobol, sable, the heraldic black, C15.

Latin, niger, black of skin, negro, C16, hence nigrescent, black or dark; nigritude, blackness or
darkness; nigrify, to blacken. The root is used for example in the black mulberry tree, Morus nigra.
Latin denigrare, to blacken or darken as in denigrate, C16.

Origin unknown, char, C14, also chark, early C18, to blacken the surface by burning or scorching, as
in the making of charcoal.

German, swarz, black, swart as in swarthy, of black or dark colour.

Very dark, being without discernible colour because of the absorption of all or nearly all incident
light, or completely dark because of the absence of any light source.

Hence, blacken (to make or become black, c1300), blacking (the state or quality of being black),
blackness. Also, blacked (made black, mid C16), blacker, blackest, blackish (mid C15), blackishly
(somewhat black, mid C16), blackly (in a dark or gloomy manner, mid C16), blacksome (of a black
colour nature, late C16 obs.), blacky (dark, blackish, end C16).

A number of verbs are used implying black in different forms. Examples include: begrime, from
1553, to blacken by covering with grime or dirt; besmirch, 1602, to blacken or discolour as with soot
or smoke, also figuratively to tarnish as a reputation; and besmut, 1610, to darken or make black
with smut.

Used as a modifier for a colour description, for example, black-blue or blackish-blue and in
combination, for example black-clothed or black-eyed.

Scotland dialect words black, bla, of persons, their complexion or hair often attached to a personal
name, dark, or of skin, black, for example, bla man. Also, barken, bleck, blekin, blacken, especially
the face. Bleck, Old Norse, blek, black fluid, such as ink. Also glog and mirk are Scottish dialect words
for dark or black.

The heraldic colour black is called sable.

black, alcohol

Stout has a very dark colour and since 1920 has been described as black beer, a term also used for
Guinness and spruce beer, or black varnish in the First World War British Navy canteens. Black and
tan, from the mid-1880s, from its yellowish-brown colour, is porter or stout mixed equally with ale.
Black velvet, or blackers at Oxford University, is champagne and Guinness in equal parts. Black
burnish was a C19 dark beer produced in Burton on Trent, England. Black beer was also used to
describe the dark sake used in Shinto religious rites noted by western visitors to Japan in the C17.



Bavarian black is a traditional dark-brown lager. Black Sheep is a strong beer brewed by Paul
Theakston in the brewery closed by the family many years earlier. Two reasons for the name are
circulating. First, that Theakston was the black sheep of the big brewing family, and second that the
name derives from the Norse word for a sheep that has fallen on its back and cannot get up, an
obvious allusion to the beer's strength.

In Britain, black strap or black stripe was the C18,19 name for thick, sweet port, but in North
America it was rum or whisky or gin mixed with molasses and sometimes vinegar. It was also a rum-
based drink, the stripe being formed by the molasses added on top before it was stirred.

Nero vino, (black wine), is the Italian term for red wine, that is wine made from black grapes.
Although black or red grapes are used to make red wine, normal champagne is made from black
grapes, the skins being excluded from the fermentation process. Black Cat, German Schwartze Katz,
is a proprietary name for a Mosel wine, referring to a legend that the winery's black cat only sits on
the cask containing the best wine in the cellar. Black Tower is the brand name of a sweetish white
German wine popular in Britain in the 1970’s; it was relaunched in 2002. It is marketed in a black
tower-like bottle.

A number of stronger drinks can be made from black fruit. Blackberry brandy, a strong, colourless
ligueur made from fresh blackberries. Blackberry cordial, also blackberry liqueur is a sweet liqueur
distilled from blackberries. It is lighter than brandy and may contain added red wine. Blackberry
liqueur is a cordial made by steeping blackberries in sweetened brandy.

The sophisticated image that black can engender has been transferred to black russian a cocktail of
vodka and coffee liqueur, in the proportion of 2/1, over ice. Black vodka is a fashion drink based on
normal vodka but containing catechu, an herb rich in tannin, which is said to have no effect on
vodka's flavour. In east USA celebrations, a black betty is a bottle of liquor passed among guests at a
wedding. Hence, to kiss black betty is to drink from the bottle.

Blackpot, also black pot, black-pot is an obsolete C16 name for a beer or ale mug, and the heavy
drinker user between C16-19 was called the same name. From the same period a blackjack or
bombard was a two-gallon drinking jug made of leather and coated on the outside with tar or wax.
In C19 it referred to a large tin can of beer. Illegal liquor, especially whisky, was also blackjack. Black
Death was the popular name for aquavit, a spirit flavoured with caraway seeds and the national
drink of Iceland. In the USA, the thick molasses left over after sugar refining when most of the sugar
has been removed is called black strap. This is used as a raw material in the manufacture of such
products as acetone, butanol, citric acid, and ethyl alcohol. In the Caribbean, this residue is used for
animal feed and in the rum distillation process.

The gang of swindlers who victimised wine merchants in all parts of France around 1886, was called
bandé noire, or black band. Black boy was the general name for black tobacco in the 1890s.

black, books

Black Book of the Admiralty, so called from its black leather binding contained the English version of
a code of maritime law enacted by Eleanor of Aquitaine who married Henry Il of England in 1152. It
was introduced into England by their son Richard | and was formally adopted in 1336. The Black
Book of the Exchequer compiled in the second half of the C12 contains details of the Sheriffs’
accounts. The Exchequer is named after the black cloth chalked into squares that covered the table
where auditing took place. The sums of money involved were entered into the squares each



representing a numerical value of pounds, shillings and pence according to its position. Amounts
received, paid out and the remainder were entered. The auditing acted as a court of law, settling
what was legally due to the king. Other entries in the Book contain calendars, an almanac and
various notes dating from C13 to C19. The equivalent book for Ireland is the Red Book of the
Exchequer.

The Black Diaries were allegedly written by the Irish patriot Sir Roger Casement who was executed
as a traitor in 1916 at the height of the First World War for trying to win German backing for the Irish
Independence movement. The diaries, detailing homosexual encounters, were used to prevent his
becoming a martyr to the Irish cause in the eyes of the Americans. Authorship is still disputed.

The former traditional form of the bible that was sold in religious book stores was known as a black
book from its black cover, thus distinguishing it from other stock. The Black Book is one of two
sacred books of the Yezidi ("worshipers of God") religion in Kurdistan. It is said to have originated
when the lord descended the Black Mountain but their authenticity has been questioned. A mid C19
book of black magic or necromancy charms was also called the Black Book. Necromancy refers to
communication with the dead, but the Medieval Latin spelling used niger, black, referring to the
black arts.

There are several black books listing misdemeanours of one kind or another. A black book compiled
on the order of Henry VIII was a report of the visitors to monasteries containing lists of the scandals
and abuses found there. A black book, common to most Army regiments during the C16, in which
were entered names of malefactors and their punishments. It was also a late C16 general term for a
record of those who are out of favour or who have committed some form of actual or perceived
offence upon entering prison. Such a book was maintained by approximately 60 firms employing
weavers in the Bolton area of Lancashire in 1799. Names of weavers, who had taken part in
organized demonstrations and strikes aimed at producing better working conditions, were entered
into the book. As a result they became unemployable. Hence, from the late C18 the phrase to be in
one's black books still means to have lost favour with someone.

black, colorants - see also black, colours

Blacking concerns the action of applying material that blackens, a process which had many domestic
uses. It is also a material that blackens and a blacking mill is used to grind graphite or other carbon
material to make blacking. A black wash is any liquid used for washing over and blackening a
surface, hence to blackwash. To black-down is to use tar and lampblack to blacken rigging or the
ship’s side, preserving hemp and timbers against the actions of salt water. During C18 some captains
blacked down the entire hull in the belief that the ship would look smaller than she actually was, so
deceiving the enemy and tempting them within range of his guns. It is also blacking for leather as
distinct from the lacquer finishing used for patent leather. Blacking brush, ball or bottle is used for
the application of blacking as in electrotyping and the black shop is part of an electrotyping plant
where black leading is carried out. The saying to shine like the bristles of a blacking brush is to be a
very glossy black.

The initial demand for a black dye came particularly from members of the monastic orders but the
production of black caused considerable problems before the advent of synthetic dyes. Galls or
gallnuts, which are found on oak trees attacked by the gall wasp yielded the first true black colour.
However, the most common method of producing black was to use three primary colours. An
example was to first dye the fibre blue, using woad, then cross-dyeing with yellow (weld), and then
red (madder). Later on, after the discovery of America, logwood became the major means of



producing a good natural black. Logwood, obtained from the tree, Haematoxylon campechianum,
also campeachy wood, blackwood, boise d'inde and bois bleu (French) and das Blauholz (German).
Black catechu, from the Malay kachu, or black cutch is a natural dyestuff being a heartwood extract
from the Acacia catechu and used for tanning leather and hide.

Quercitron, also called black or dyers' oak, or yellow oak, late C18, Latin quer(cus) oak, plus citrus, is
obtained from the north American oak Quercus velutina, Quercus tinctoria, the inner bark of which is
used in tanning and for the manufacture of the yellow crystalline dyestuff quercetin. The dye yields
yellow when mordanted with aluminium, dull yellow- brown with chrome, orange with tin, and
green-yellow with iron.

The black pigments produced from burning of natural materials range from the reddish-black from
bone and bluish-black from plants and woods such as vine. A blacklet is a small speck of soot and
lamp black is a crude form of carbon originally derived from a candle or oil lamp. Vegetable black is
a very light lamp black that contains 99% carbon. Smoke black, is a lamp black containing 99.75%
carbon, obtained by the combustion of resins and vine black, also blue-black is a pigment obtained
from the carbonization of vine twigs. Ilvory black was a pigment first known use C17 containing
ground calcined ivory in oil but later made from charred bones. Animal black is a pigment prepared
from carbonization of animal refuse. Bone black, also bone charcoal is made by calcining bones but
bone brown is a brown pigment made by roasting bones to a uniform colour. Black spodium or
Turner’s black is animal charcoal. Velvet black is a type of gas carbon black and Brunswick Black is a
type of varnish containing turpentine and a black component such as lamp black or asphalt. Reekie
in the Scottish dialect means blackened by smoke.

Black gip is Indian (India in USA) ink (also China, Chinese ink), a pigment made with lampblack and a
carrier such as gelatin. Black varnish was based on asphalt, stearin pitch or, cheaper, coal-tar pitch.
Black japan is a type of varnish noted for the quality of drying quickly to a semi-transparent finish or
a paint containing asphalt or glossy varnish or lacquer. Japan originally came from the orient.

Many of these pigments were supplanted by the synthetic colour chrome diamond black after its
discovery in 1901. Black iron oxide is an inorganic pigment, comprising mainly natural or artificial
iron oxide, used in the manufacture of anticorrosive paints. Aniline black, 1860 is the colour
produced by oxidation of aniline onto cotton fibre. The term aniline was used to describe early
synthetic dyes made from this colourless oil. Grey-black colorants prepared from aniline include
nigrosine, late C19. Manganese black is manganese dioxide and black liquor is an iron acetate
mordant used in dyeing. Berlin was the former capital of Prussia; combining forms included Berlin
black, a varnish for ironware, and Berlin blue, a colour also called Prussian blue.

black, colours — see also black, colorants

To black is to colour black, possibly as shoes, or black(en) someone’s eye. Night black, Old English
from Sanskrit, nakta, is the dark or darkness of night. Hence, as black or dark as night, hence
nighted, made as black as night. Olive black is a dark grayish olive to olive-green colour and blue
black or navy blue a dark bluish black. Pitch, C13, Latin pix pitch is a black or dark brown resinous
material used for water-proofing wood. The colour is expressed in the terms pitch black or pitch
dark which mean an extreme intensity of blackness or darkness. Hence pitchy, also piceous is of the
black, brownish- or reddish-black colour of pitch. Pitch black, or pick black in Scotland, is as black as
pitch or the night. Dusky is of a dark brown or blackish colour. Ebony is an intense black colour, as of
the hard wood of that name. Bitumen black, 1460, is a pigment made from asphalt.
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Charcoal black is normally a dark grey black, also a black pigment derived from charcoal. The word
char, C14, has an unknown origin but means to blacken the surface by burning or scorching, as in the
making of charcoal. Jet, also jet-black, is a deep, glossy black colour, as of lignite, a type of hard,
black coal that takes a fine polish. In Scotland black-broun is dark brown and keir is black or dark
coloured. Raven-black is the intense glossy black colour of a raven's plumage. Also in Scotland,
black-gray, is dark grey, as the colour of cloth. Blackbrown in C19 slang refers to a dark-haired
person, a brunette. Mechlin black is a black cloth manufactured in the community of Mechlin, in
Belgium. Black red heat occurs at a temperature of ¢ 540 degrees C at which the red glow of a hot
metal first becomes visible in dim daylight. Black on black in the USA is a slang term for a car having
a black exterior and interior finish. Black powdered lead or antimony sulphide used as an eyebrow
and eyelid cosmetic by women in India is called surma, also soorma. This is related to the Persian
kohl, from Arabic meaning blue. Black puke is a C17 word applied to a quality woollen cloth. In the
C18 it was a colour, probably dark blue to black, applied at one time to woollen goods.

black, crime

A black was someone liable to receive censure or punishment, and from the mid C19 a black mark
was one placed beside the name of a person as an indication of some form of censure or penalty.
Used figuratively, black mark symbolizes recognition that a person has committed some act that
merits general disapproval. In the early C17 a black list is generally a list containing names of
offenders, defaulters or those who have incurred suspicion. For example, that compiled in the
McCarthy era and used to deny work to people refusing to cooperate with the USA House Un-
American Activities Committee during the early 1950's.

A constable or an informer in C18 slang is black spy and black bracelets are handcuffs. From the
same period slang terms for lawyers included black knob or black nob or black neb, or black shark,
used mostly among sailors. In the late C20 the black watch is the name given to a group of police
officers operating in the Notting Hill area of London. A black maria, also black annie, black betsy, or
in Australia bluebird, is a police vehicle used to convey prisoners. The name is said to derive from a
black woman of prodigious strength who ran a boarding house for sailors in Boston. The police often
asked for her help in handling difficult drunkards and she reputedly could drag any man to jail single-
handedly without the slightest difficulty. Another story is that the term derived from the fact that
prisoners in the van were married together with handcuffs. Alternatively, prisoner slaves were
marinated, that is, transported by ship. In France the vehicle is called un panier a salade, a salad
basket using salade in its other French meaning of ‘bad business’. Green is used in Germany and
such a vehicle is called die griine minna or der griine heinrich. In Jamaica it is a John-Crow Jacket,
from the colour of the van and the bird. In the C20 USA black maria often applied to any police
patrol wagon. The black raven in the former USSR was the name used, from the mid 1930s, for vans
used by Stalin's NKVD; they were usually used at night for the arrest of suspects.

The Black Dahlia Murder is one of Los Angeles most notorious killings which occurred in 1947 and
still has not been solved. A young actress Betty Short was cut in half and dumped in a vacant lot. She
was wearing a black dahlia flower in her hair when she was found. The murder was linked with
another less than a month later. That was called the Red Lipstick Murder because lipstick was used
to write ‘BD’, a possible reference to the Black Dahlia, on the body. The Black Dahlia, the best-selling
novel by James Ellroy, grew out of the nightmares he had about the case when he was a child.

A black-face is convicts' slang for an infamous or disgraceful person. A black-faced job is C19 slang
for burglary or housebreaking, hence a black-faced mob a term for an often violent gang of burglars
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who blackened their faces as a disguise. From C16 black art has been a popular term for the practice
of lock-picking and burglary and a blacksmith is C20 slang for a safe-burglar.

Black plaster was a term for a guide-mark used by burglars, C19. The black-spice racket was the
practice of stealing tools or soot-bags from chimney-sweeps, early C19 slang. Black vault or simply
black v was a C20 term for a black, fireproof iron vault. Blackballing is a C19 nautical term for
stealing. This originated among employees of the Black Ball steamers line, which operated regular
sailings between New York and Liverpool. The line became infamous for the cruelty of their officers
and the pilfering habits of the crews. A black bitch in Scotland is a bag for fraudulently catching meal
from a mill spout.

The term blackleg, also black-leg dating from mid C18 is a swindler in horse-racing, billiards or at
cards, possibly from the black boots they often wore, or a reference to the black legs of game-cocks.
Into the C19 it was also a slang adjective to describe swindling. Hence, black-leggery, blacklegism is
cheating or swindling and black-legged family, refers to gamblers at horse races, C19. A black is an
early C18 now obsolete term for a game or deer poacher who blacked his face and black fishing in
Scotland is illegal fishing for salmon by night using torches. A black is short for blackleg, also
blackmail, and blackie is a blackmailer.

To blacken is to injure a reputation perhaps by slander or libel. A black mouth was at end C16 a term
for slanderous or a slanderer but it also refers to a person noted for using foul language. A
blackguard is a villain, criminal or rogue, a man of rough speech and offensive of manner, especially
in public. Hence to blackguard, is early C18 meaning to insult. In the mid C17 blackguard also
referred to a member of the roughly behaved or criminal class or a group of such individuals.

A black-bitch in Northumbria is a gun and in the USA gangland a black hole is its muzzle. In end C19
USA the slang term blackjack was a short leather-covered club that can be hidden up the sleeve. A
blackthorn is a club or walking stick made from blackthorn, hence in the north of England to rub
down with a blackthorn towel means to beat with a stick or club.

Black house was a C19 term for a prison. At the same time a black hole was a place of solitary
confinement for soldiers in some of the large ships or any military or naval establishment. Black hole
was the official name for a prison punishment cell or military guardroom until 1868, hence, to black-
hole. Also in C20 Australian slang, a prison cell used for solitary confinement was a blackhole or a
black peter. During the late C18 to midC19 a black cove dubber was a prison turnkey.

The Black Museum is the museum devoted to exhibits of criminal activities at Scotland Yard, the
headquarters of the London Metropolitan Police Force.

black, days

Events seen to be sufficiently calamitous or momentous are noted by the day of the week on which
they occur. As might be expected there are many examples using black.

Black Sunday in the Christian calendar is Passion Sunday, the second before Easter, in terms of C19
slang. The term was also used by Walt Disney when referring to the opening of Disneyland in 1955,
from the huge crush of people attending.

Black Monday, specifically, Easter Monday 13 April in 1360 was bitterly cold; this caused great
suffering to English troops who were with King Edward Il in readiness for their siege of Paris. An icy
storm blew up unleashing hailstones described as big as pigeons’ eggs killing a reported 1,000 men
and 6,000 horses. Soon after Edward negotiated a peace but war was resumed after a few years.
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Easter Monday in the Christian calendar was also called this. A note from the accounts of the
churchwardens of St Martin’s, Leicester for the year 1563 read “Paid to the ringers on Black
Monday, at the command of master Mayor, xii d”. Monday 10 May 1886, was similarly called when
the bank Overend, Gurney and Company suspended payments. The term also referred to the
depressing first day of term, so called by schoolboys who had to deliver work they had been set to
complete over the holiday period. On Monday, 19 October 1987, a Wall Street collapse triggered a
plunge in share prices on exchanges worldwide; this was described as worse than that of 1929.

Black Tuesday was 29 October 1920, on which 16 million shares were sold on the American market
causing the Wall Street crash and triggering the Great Depression.

Black Wednesday was 16 September 1992 when the efforts of the Bank of England to support the
pound in the European currency markets failed, the value of Sterling dropped precipitately and the
British government pulled out of the European Exchange Rate Mechanism, effectively devaluing the
pound sterling. In a shooting incident in Dunblane, Scotland on Wednesday 13 March 1996,
seventeen 5 and 6 year olds were massacred with their primary school teacher and 14 children
injured. The perpetrator of this tragedy was caught, found guilty and imprisoned.

Black Thursday, on 6 February 1851, bush fires devastated the countryside around Melbourne,
Australia. The city was covered by clouds of smoke and ash and is vividly portrayed by William
Strutt’s painting housed in the State Library of Victoria.

Black Friday was the day London learned of the arrival in Derby of the Young Pretender, 6 December
1745. On Black Friday, 11 May 1866 panic ensued in the financial markets following the failure of
Overend, Gurney & Co. There was similar financial panic when USA gold prices tumbled affecting
speculators on 24 September 1869. On 18 November 1910 a delegation of 300 women suffragettes
demonstrated outside the Houses of Parliament only to be met with police violence in which two
died and 200 arrested. It was also the UK labour movement term referring to cancellation of plans
for a general strike on 15 April 1921. This was also a 17C term for a school examination day and a
mid C20 term for the day of posting of university examination results. The Black Friday effect
describes the time of the worst traffic jams of the year in the UK, the day school half term starts.
Black or Holy Saturday in Christian liturgy is the day before Easter Day when Christ descended into
hell before rising on his Resurrection. In Scotland it refers to the day, 4 August 1621, when a
Parliament, sitting to enforce the Episcopy, was interrupted by a violent storm. In Ireland it is one of
the Orange Order marching days commemorating the lifting of the three month long siege of
Protestant Derry in Northern Ireland on 12 August 1689. From the mid C19 into C20 this was a
working man's name for a Saturday, on which no pay was received because of previous deductions
or advances. In Yorkshire the first Saturday after the old Twelfth Day was called Black Saturday. This
was one of the traditional fair days in Skipton, Yorkshire. The term was also applied when racing was
abandoned at Newbury on 12 February 2011 when two horses died from electrocution while in the
paddock before racing started.

Black Bartholemew’s Day. 24 August 1572 was the day when many Protestant Huguenots were
killed during the massacre by Catholic Charles IX in Paris during the 36 years of religious wars in
France. It was also the day in 1868 when many clergymen were cast out of their livings for standing
out against the Act of Uniformity. The Act deprived dissenting Church of England clergy of their
parishes as the parliament was afraid that gatherings of Protestants would give rise to a plot against
the recently returned Royalists. This did not stop illegal meetings taking place.

Black Tot Day. A daily tot of rum was served up to British sailors from 1655 onwards and continued
until 31 July 1970, when it was discontinued. Because it was under his control on board ship it was
called Purser’s Rum, later corrupted to Pusser’s Rum which is now a commercial brand name for a
dark rum.

Black September. The effects of the 11 September 2001 terrorist attack on the World Trade Centre
twin towers building in New York led to this term being used in connection with the number of lives
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lost and the predicted cost to insurance companies of £40 billion. In September 1970 King Hussein of
Jordan sent the regiments of the Arab Legion to evict Palestinian guerrillas who were setting up a
state within Jordan’s borders. The well-trained Bedouin infantry routed the poorly armed
Palestinians.

Black Week occurred when the British lost 2,800 men during three battles against the Boers in South
Africa, 10-15 December 1899.

Black days, French journées noires, are peak travel days on the French motorways when more than
4,000 vehicles an hour attempt to travel on Fridays and Saturdays through July and August every
year.

Black Year. The year 1879 was characterized by extremely hard times for British agriculture because
of bad weather coming on top of several poor seasons. The year 2001 was annis horibilis for Queen
Elizabeth Il from the events and behaviours concerning members of her family.

black, domestic and education

In the early C16 blackguards were servants who guarded household utensils, such as pots and pans,
on journeys of wealthy households. Alternatively they were scullions who performed the menial
tasks of the kitchen. Otherwise it was the name given to attendants, or those who bore torches at
funerals, or who were the boys responsible for lighting the street lamps in the city. The verb black
guard means to insult.

Blacking concerns application of a material that blackens (early C17) and it is the name of a number
of mixtures used for household blacking tasks, such as cleaning boots, fire irons and stoves.
Preparing, attending and cleaning the kitchen stove was a very dirty business. Hence blacks were
coals and the Scottish dialect word blackpot described someone who was very black or as black as
the pot, or in the Caribbean someone who had soot on the face and hands from cooking. To black
lead was to colour or clean or brush over with black lead.

A black iron in the southern USA was a heavy metal flatiron that was heated and used to press
clothes. In Caithness, Scotland a black-neb, where neb means beak, was a lamp with two beak-
shaped reservoirs, in which fish liver oil fed rush wicks. From the mid C17 a black lead was a pencil
made of black lead. A black knot is a tied knot that is not a running knot. A blacksmith's daughter is
a C19 key or lock generally on a door, hence, to put the blacksmith on means to lock out. In New
Zealand black wire, also black iron, is the name given to non-galvanised fence wire used on farms.

The colour in blackguard from the mid C16 referred to those who are black of skin, black from their
work, black of character or black and shabby of appearance, also a guard who is black is some
respect, say, in appearance or character. Alternatively, the origin may have been from the existence
of a Black Guard in the city of London, for example, in Morocco the Black Guard was a corps of
African slave soldiers. In the early C18 blackguards were children who were destitute, lived on the
streets and ran errands and performed menial tasks for others. Obsolete forms are blackguardism,
blackguardly, blackguardize, blackguardry. Blackshoes, also black-shoes or shoeblacks were shoe
or bootblacks, from the early C18. During the C19 black diamonds were talented persons of poor or
rough appearance.

A common C19 term was blackberry swagger who was a person selling small items, such as
bootlaces and tapes, on the street or door to door. Irish Blackguard was a specific snuff mixture first
prepared by accident but which became a successful product at the end C18.
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From the early C19 the blackboard has been a board, often a wall panel, of black or other dark
colour, with a surface suitable for writing with chalk. Hence, a blackboard eraser is a duster or pad
for cleaning blackboards. Alternatively, in the eastern USA it is a child who curries favour with a
teacher, from the traditional practice of cleaning the schoolroom blackboard in order to make a
good impression. The blackboard jungle is a school or school system characterized by disorder and
lack of discipline, from the 1954 novel The Blackboard Jungle by Evan Hunter.

The black stone in a Scottish university was a dark-coloured stone, later part of a chair, on which
students sat during an annual public examination. A black pimp is a slang name for a telephone
operated free of charge on a party line. This was current in the 1960s at southern USA black colleges.

black, dress

In the early C16 a blackjack was a jerkin made from black leather. Later in C16 a black feathers was a
wearer of those men’s hats sporting the large black feathers then popular. Among end C19 tailors to
blackleg was to ignore or make life so uncomfortable for a person that he is forced to leave the
district. A black-cap is someone who wears a black cap, hence black-capped, from early C20. A
black-coat is a black coated worker, i.e. a clerk or office worker or, in Australia, a waiter. He is also in
south USA a man at a costume ball who is not masked. During the C17-18 black muns were thin
black silk hoods or scarves that partially covered the face. The C20 UK slang term for a woman
wearing a black burka which covers and conceals the body is black box.

Black is a colour of mourning and the black art or black work is the funeral or undertaking business.
Many waiters who normally worked at public dinners in the evening were employed as mutes at
funerals during the daytime. Black is used as a symbol of mourning, for example, as worn by the
Black Sash the South African women’s anti-apartheid organisation.

Black lace was the most well-known type of Chantilly lace made with black silken thread. It was
made in Bayeaux, France in the C17-19. Black work was embroidery involving black thread on a
white material. Black muskrat was a brown or black fur or pelt from the muskrat.

The little black dress, also lbd, is the simple black dress suitable for most social occasions. These
have been popular since the 1920s and 30s. The original, a creation of Coco Chanel, fetched £1500 at
auction in 1978. In the UK Molyneux perfected the dress as ideal cocktail party wear during the years
between the First and Second World Wars.

In the late C19 a black hat was an immigrant to Australia from the bowler hats commonly worn by
Englishmen. The black hat in USA Western films was customarily worn by the villain, the hero wore
white. Hence the term white hat came to mean a good person. A black hood is a member of the
University of Cambridge senate but not one responsible for settling disputations.

Black tie is a type of men's semi-formal evening dress featuring black dinner jacket and trousers,
white shirt, and black bow tie, hence black-tied. A pre C20 black silk barge was slang name for a
large woman who attended dances dressed in black in an effort to make herself appear slimmer.
Blackouts was naval slang for the bloomer-type undergarments issued to members of the Women's
Royal Naval Service (WRNS) in the Second World War; they were also referred to as passion-killers.
In C20 USA naval slang black shoes referred to any crew member of an aircraft carrier not involved
in flying. A bootblack, also shoeblack, or shoeshine boy in early C19 USA, is someone who shines
boots and shoes for a living.



15

The name Black-Cuffs was given to the 58th British Regiment of Foot, from the facings of their
regimental uniforms which have been black since 1767. The Black Horse is the 4th/7th Regiment of
the Royal Dragoon Guards, from their regimental facings of black on red. This has also been the logo
of Lloyds Bank UK since the late 1990s. The Black Brunswickers is a black-uniformed volunteer unit
formed by Frederick William, Duke of Brunswick, in the C18-19. Black sculls were soldiers wearing
skull caps, C19 slang. The Black Berets was the name given to internal troops of the Soviet Union
under the authority of the Ministry of the Interior used against demonstrators, for example in
Lithuania and Latvia. Peoples there were campaigning for independence in 1991 during the breakup
of the Soviet Union.

In more recent times the blackshirts, Italian camicia nero, were members of the Italian Fascist party
under Benito Mussolini in the 1920s and 1930s, because of their identifying dress. When he came to
power they were formed into a voluntary national security militia, used to break the general strike in
1920 and in 1936 fought on the side of the Nationalists in the Spanish Civil War. For the same reason
during the Second World War this name was also given to members of the SS storm troopers under
Heinrich Himmler in Hitler's Germany of the same period. In 2009 a neo-Fascist group was formed in
Milan with the stated aim of starting anti-crime foot patrols. Their uniform is similar to that used by
the original organisation and involves use of Nazi symbols such as the Black Sun. They are also called
the Black Patrols.

A black doll was a figure resembling a Chinese idol formerly displayed outside certain London shops
selling Oriental goods.

black, drugs

Names now given to opium derivatives, such as heroin and morphine, are for opium, black pill, black
marijuana, black silk (from its colour and smoothness) and black smoke (hence black smoker, a
person who smokes opium). Black stuff may be heroin or opium, and black eagle, black pearl and
black tar, heroin. Black stuff also refers to the poisonous ashes of smoked opium. Black drop
contains vinegar, opium and spices. Marijuana, cannabis and hashish, prepared from hemp, include
black bart, black gunion (marijuana), black ganga (marijuana resin), black gungi (marijuana from
India), black gold and black moat (high potency marijuana), and black mote (marijuana mixed with
honey). Black russian and black hash is opium mixed with hashish. Black cocaine, Spanish coca
negra, is a mixture of pure cocaine, cobalt and ferric chloride. This preparation is made for exporting
cocaine from Colombia because sniffer dogs cannot detect it at border crossings. It can be reverted
to the pure white product using chemical treatment. Black rock is the processed cocaine, crack.

Synthetic amphetamines are blacks, black and whites, black beauties, black birds, black cadillacs,
black mollies and black widows (amphetamine), black beauties and black marijuana,
(methamphetamine). A black bomber is a capsule containing the drug durophet, used legally to treat
alcoholism and obesity. This term is derived from the colour of the capsule jacket. PCPs and
depressants are black acid, black dust, black whack, black beauties and black hole. LSDs are black
acid, black star, black sunshine and black tabs.

black, fauna

Black cattle is a slang term for any of the horned cattle, a C19 or archaic word for beef cattle of any
colour. Cattle were the mainstay of the Scottish Highland economy before sheep were introduced at
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the end of the 18" century. Black cattle were reddish brown but so called to distinguish them from
white cattle. There are two species of black bear. The American, Ursus (Euarctos) americanus, native
to wooded North America, which is grey-black and second, also called brown bear, the Asiatic,
Selenarctos thibetanus, of central and east Asia, characterized by a black coat with a v-shaped chest
marking. The endangered spirit bear or Kermode black bear, a rare variant of the North American
black bear, survive on two islands off British Columbia. Approximately one in ten of their cubs is born
white. A black panther is a colour morph of either a jaguar or a leopard. The black-buck is the
antelope, Antelope cervicapra, native to India, males of which are characterized by dark black and
spiral horns. The common rat, Rattus rattus, is known as black rat originally a native of Asia but
having since spread throughout the world. Blacktail, also black-tailed deer, is a mule deer,
Odocoileus hemionus colombianus, characterized by its black tail, native to the western Rocky
Mountains, USA. In Scotland a black switch is a deer with few points on its antlers which has been
rolling in the peat. Black Spanish are glossy black domestic fowls with blue legs and white faces, an
old Mediterranean breed. Black snake may refer to any one of several types of USA snake, for
example, the Coluber constrictor and Coluber alleghaniensis. A bull's eye is called a black strippet in
Scotland. The black and tan terrier, also the Patterdale or Manchester terrier, is a rough haired,
black and brown, non-Kennel Club variety of dog, the breed dating from the mid C19. The black and
tan coon hound is the name for a breed of large, droop-eared hounds with short, black and tan coat,
used in America for hunting raccoons and opossums.

Blackbird, also ousel, also black mack (early C16) is the common name given to several species of
birds with black plumage, for example, crows, ravens and rooks. More specifically it refers to Turdus
merula, the male of which is black, the female brown. The Scots term for blackbird is blackie, and
one that nests on the ground is a grund blackie. The black-ousel is a general name given to birds of
the Icteridae family; males of these species are totally or nearly totally black. In the Bahamas the
unrelated blackbird that looks like a parrot is the Crotophaga ani. In Scotland, the water blackbird is
the dipper. The black vulture, Coragyps atratus, common in the Americas, has black plumage and a
bald, black head. Black woodpecker, also called grey woodpecker is the greater spotted
woodpecker, Picus major, from north Europe. The black partridge, is the name popular in India for
the bird native to southeast Europe and western Asia.

The black guillemot is the bird, Cepphus grylle, having black plumage with white wing-spots in
summer and white with grayish wings in winter. The black-back or black-backed gull is one of two
black and white gulls common in coastal areas of Europe, the lesser Larus fuscus or the greater Larus
marinus. The black swan is the swan, Cygnus atratus, having black feathers and a red bill. Convicts
after transportation to Australia on sighting black swans on the river at Fremantle thought they had
landed in Hell. The term has come to mean anything rare, odd, or unusual.

Birds named after specific body parts include the black polled warbler, where poll means head,
Dendroica striata, of North America, the male of which has a black head. The black-headed bunting,
is an Old World songbird, Emberiza schoeniclus, and the black-headed gull is, Larus ridibundus. The
black-backed gull, Larus marinus is also called swartback. Black-headed peggy is the Leicestershire
UK term for the reed bunting while blackcap is a provincial slang term for various birds, for example,
the bullfinch in Lancashire, the sedge bird in Cumberland and the greater titmouse in
Northamptonshire. Neb means beak, and the black-neb was early C19 slang for the carrion crow and
other black-billed birds. The black woodpecker, also grey woodpecker, Wiltshire, is the greater
spotted woodpecker, Picus major.

The black perch, also black bass, is a fish of the species Centropristis. The black crappie, also calico
bass, is the large black and silver sunfish, Pomoxis nigromaculatus, found in Eastern and Midwestern
USA. Some types of perch fish are called blacktails. Black-barred garfish is a mid-sized fish of the



17

halfbeak group, found in the southern hemisphere. It is also known as the needlefish or candlefish in
South Africa. The black-bar soldier fish in the Bahamas is the fish, Myripristis jacobus, from the
colour of a mark behind its head. The fins and tail of the black-tipped sharks are tipped with black;
they are not dangerous to humans. Black-bar soldier fish, Myripristis jacobus, from the Bahamas, is
so-called from the colour of a mark behind its head. The black-mouthed dogfish is the popular name
for Pristiurus melanostomus.

Black pearl oysters, Pinctada margaritifera, grow in the Tuamoto Archipelago in French Polynesia.
The pearls are rarer, thicker and bigger than the common Japanese akaya pearl oyster. They can be
black, silver grey, obsidian white and green. The green pearls are raised in the cooler waters of the
Gambier Islands. The legend is that these pearls come from the fiery sun. The blackfish is a salmon
soon after spawning; hence a black-fisher is one who catches such fish. Blackfish was also an C18
term for a species of whale and blackfish oil is also called malon oil. Black sponge is commercial
sponge not yet cleaned or trimmed.

In the USA black is a name given to any of the species Geometrid lepidopteran, an insect of the
genus Echoeca. The black bee is a dark-coloured, ill-tempered honeybee supposedly of German
origin. The black beetle is the insect, Blatta orientalis, or any large and black insect having hard
wing-cases. It is a household pest and the name sometimes given to the cockroach. In Cornwall it is
know as a blackworm and in C19 north England as black clock: in Berkshire in the C18 term used was
Black Bob. The darkling beetle, early C19, USA is a name used for all beetles of the family
Tenebrionidae which are brown or black. Black fly is the buffalo gnat, a small, blood-sucking fly of
the Simuliidae family. The black widow is a poisonous spider of the Americas, Latrodectus mactans.
The female is black with an hourglass-shaped red marking on the under side. The term blackjack is
variously given to the caterpillar of the turnip fly, the mustard beetle and in the northeast England
the cockroach.

Black bee, also black bug, is the coconut bug or palm weevil, Rhynchophorus cruentatus, which
affects coconut palms in the Bahamas by boring into the heart. Black fly is the name from the same
period given to several plant-destroying pests, e.g. aphids. The scale insect, Lecanium oleae that
affects olive and citrus plants results in black scale while black fly is a general name from the early
C17 for dark-coloured flying insects.

A black gnat is the name of a fisherman's artificial fly, used mainly for catching salmon or trout.
Black men, also black devils, blacky-tops, black-a-tops, blackie caps, is given to crows in bird scaring
rhymes. A black helmet is the shell of a mollusc used for carving in relief.

black, financial and currency

Blackmail, also black mail, black-mail is the extortion of payment by intimidation or by the threat to
reveal something which the victim wishes to conceal. Hence, to blackmail or to put the black on;
also at the black, is to engage in blackmail; to wear the black, is to permit oneself to be blackmailed.
The term blackmail originates from mid C16 Scotland and comes from the early Scottish word mail
meaning rent, and refers to payments of black rent by farmers along the Scottish-English border as
protection from raids by brigands. Blackmail is also an obsolete legal term, being rent to be paid in
labour, tithes or produce as distinct from white rents or redditus albi to be paid in white money or
silver. These were white farms, or blanche firme, Latin, possibly from redditus nigri, black rents. The
Black Club in the early C20 was an underworld name for a London organization of blackmailers,
black being in criminal parlance an abbreviation of blackmail.
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The black market refers to the illegal sale or exchange of goods or to illegally sell or exchange. The
term originated in early 1930s in connection with currency exchange and used extensively during
World War Il in Britain to describe the undercover sale of items that were officially rationed. Hence,
someone who sells illegally on the black market is a black marketeer or a blacketeer from black
market plus racketeer. In Australia a black marketeer is sportsmen's slang for an illegal bookmaker.
The black bourse is World War Il services slang for the illegal sale of goods. Closely related to the
black market in a price-controlled economy are black exchange rates, the use of unauthorized rates
in an economy where exchange rates are subject to control.

In 1339 circulation of counterfeit black or counterfeit money made by the Irish was permitted as
there was a shortage of the genuine coin. Hence, it referred to coins issued as silver but containing a
base metal alloy, current in England C14. Black money in C16 Spain involved the debasing of silver
currency with copper and by 1599 it was virtually all copper. This was so-called because copper
when mixed with a little silver blackens quickly. Black money in the early C18 meant counterfeit
coin, especially a silver shilling as the adjective black had long been applied to base money. For
example, black rent was rent paid in grain, meat or the lowest coin, as opposed to white rent which
is payable in silver. Black money, also black cash is money in C20 USA obtained illegally, especially
by politicians or organized crime, and not laundered. The economy of the Black sector of the USA
population is also described as the black economy.

Black money, also black economy, is an international term used for income that goes unreported for
tax purposes often in the form of income derived from payment in kind. The same expression is also
used in India to describe money not disclosed for tax assessment. In Spain it was widespread in
connection with the transfer and sale of property. The name black money was also given to money
hidden from the taxman’s scrutiny as the Spanish tried to spend their pesetas before the
introduction of the new Euro currency. The Spanish terms were dinero negro or dinero sucio, dirty
money. In Italy a distinction is made between denaro nero money, obtained by evading tax, and
denaro sborco money which is acquired through the sale of drugs.

Blackamoor’s teeth were cowrie shells used as currency in Africa, the Americas, Asia and Australia,
named after the colour of white teeth. A black dog in the C18 West Indies was a probably silver coin
of low value. The penny black was the world’s first adhesive postage stamp of value one old penny
(1d.) denomination printed in black ink in 1840 which bore the image of Queen Victoria. It was
printed only in black. Black diamonds was the C19-C20 name for unpolished jewels.

black, flags

The black standard or flag represented the religion of Muhammad, a custom followed more recently
by Osama bin Laden to represent al-Qaida. It was also flown by Tamerlane, the late C14 military
leader from Central Asia, to warn a city under siege that the time for surrender had expired. In the
late C16 the black flag indicated no mercy will be shown or looked for and, in the same vein, in the
early C19 it was flown at a prison following an execution indicating that no mercy had been given. A
black flag was used by some of the American Civil War Confederate army units to denote that they
would never give in — the opposite to the meaning of the white flag of surrender.

In the early C18, the black jack, or the Jolly Roger, was the flag traditionally flown by pirate ships,
although there is no evidence that they used a black flag with white skull and crossbones. The pirate
flag has been reported to be a black skeleton on a yellow field but it is more likely that each pirate
captain designed their own — if any were flown at all. The black flag was also associated with China
Sea pirates.



19

A solid black flag was flown by Afghanistan between 1880 and 1901 and in the 1880s it came to
represent anarchy and anarchists. The black flag is also used in some sports such as motor racing
when display is a signal for the driver to stop at the pit.

The black saltire is the flag of the Seed of the Gael, a Scottish nationalist organization; it displays the
cross of St. Andrew against a black background, late C20.

The black, green and gold colours are synonymous with the African National Congress (ANC). The
flag of the Republic of South Africa combines the colours of the country’s main political and racial
groupings. Black, green and yellow for the ANC, the red, white, blue and green for the old white
Afrikaner republics flags, black, green, yellow, red and white for the Zulu Inkatha Freedom Party. The
flag replaces the former orange, white and blue flag in use since 1928. Sportsmen and women
representing the country are presented with the colours green and gold.

black, flora

Black ash is a North America ash tree, Fraxinus nigra. The black bean is the Australian tree,
Castanospermum australe, with a hard straight grain, it is dark brown with pale yellow and dark
streaks and mottles. Used for general cabinet work and in quality furniture because of its resistance
to rotting and termites. Black-butt, also blackbut, black butt, is an oily hardwood from a type of
eucalyptus tree, E. pilularis, used in the manufacture of flooring, panelling, and cabinetry. The black
birch is any of the species of black birch trees especially Betula lenta and B.occidentalis. Black
cherry, Prunus serotina, indiginous to the British Isles is one of the fruit woods used for furniture
making in C17-18, often for turned members of chairs and tables. Black gum, also the pepperidge, is
the North America hardwood tree, genus Nyssa. The black larch is a variety of the tree that grows in
USA. The black locust is a native tree of North America, Robinia pseudoacacia, having fragrant, white
flowers. Black oak is a very dark colour oak wood obtained after the timber has been buried in a
peat bog. Occasionally it was used in furniture making in the late C16 and 17 for applied and inlaid
decoration. The black poplar, Populus nigra, has grey bark and wide-spreading branches. It has a
twisted gnarled appearance. Black sally, the great round-leaved sallow, Satix caprea, from its dark
bark was used for making clothes pegs in C19 Wiltshire, UK. The black spruce is the North American,
Picea mariana, with blue-green leaves and a greyish brown bark. A black willow is a name that
applies to various willow tree types of North America, especially Salix nigra. The black mulberry is
the tree, Morus nigra, and the black sally used for making clothes pegs, is the great round-leaved
sallow, Satix caprea, from its dark bark.

The term black wood is used for any of several types of dark dense wood, e.g. ebony, often used in
the manufacture of furniture and musical instruments. Also blackwood, black-wood, the name
refers to types of acacia, A. melanoxylon, and A. penninervis, growing in Australia, that yield valuable
dark coloured timber, the Dalbergia latifolia from the East Indies, and the Melhania melanoxylon,
from St Helena. Black Virginia, also black walnut is the North American black walnut tree, Juglans
nigra, from eastern states. It is darker than European walnut and was recognized in C17 and 18 as an
excellent solid wood for furniture. Mahogany overtook it in popularity with the new wave of
fashionable American design in the first half of the C19. The black walnut period, between 1820 and
1850 described the then fashionable furniture made from American black walnut. Black boy is also a
term used for the grass tree, an Australian plant of the genus Xanthorrhoea. Hence, black-boy gum,
also acaroid balsam, is a yellow resin from the X hastile tree. There is also a red balsam, also called
black-boy gum, which is obtained from the X australis. Both are used in the manufacture of sealing
wax and lacquers.
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Black poles is a Herefordshire term used for trees remaining after the clearing of a copse, while in
Newfoundland a charred tree remaining after a forest fire is called a black boy, C20.

Blackthorn, also sloe, is a thorned shrub, Prunus spinosa, with black thorns, white flowers and small
blue-black fruit similar to plums, which are used for making sloe gin. Blackthorn chats are stubs of
young shoots of the blackthorn that appear after cutting back. Blackthorn is also pear-thorn, a North
American type of hawthorn, Crataegus tomentosa. Black bearberry is the creeping shrub,
Arctostaphylos alpina, from central Europe, from the colour of its berries. Black horehound is a
mainly Mediterranean plant, Ballota nigra, having purple flowers. Black-hull wheat is a variety of red
winter wheat grown in the central USA, especially in Kansas. Black medick, is a European trifoliate
plant, Medicago lupulina, with small yellow flowers and black pods. Black nightshade, Solanum
nigrum, has white flowers and black berries. Black-grass is a slang USA term for the foxtail grass
weed, Alopecurus agrestis, as well as the salt-marsh rush, Juncus Gerardi. Black-seed is the black
medick, a plant of the Lucerne family. Black-wort is the popular name for the plant comfrey,
Symphytum officinale. Black-eyed Susan is a name given to any of the North American plants of the
genus Rudbeckia, but principally Rudbeckia hirta, having yellow-orange flowers with dark centres. A
climbing plant of tropical Africa, Thunbergia alata, which has yellow flowers with purple centres, is
also given the same name. In the USA blackjack is a type of small scrub oak tree, Quercus nigra, and
also the South African plant, Bidens pilosa, which has barbed seeds. Blackberry lily is a Chinese
plant, Belamcanda chinensis, ornamental and iridaceous, having orange flowers spotted with red
and seed clusters resembling blackberries. Black mustard, Middle English, also brown mustard, is
the cruciferous plant Brassica nigra. Ripe vanilla pods are called black flowers, Aztec tlilxochitl, after
their colour.

Black bindweed, is the twining, scrambling plant, Polygonum convolvulus. Other bindweeds are the
white bindweed, genus Convolvulus, and blue bindweed, the bittersweet or woody nightshade,
Solanum dulcamara. Black bryony, Tamus communis, is native to Europe and western Asia. Its red
berries are said to be poisonous, but its young shoots are edible when properly prepared. Black
couch, a form of Agrostis stolonifera, having small black roots.

The herb plant Prunella vulgaris, is also known as black man flower in Yorkshire, UK. Blackman’s
bread, also blackman's cap, is a possibly harmful mushroom found in Newfoundland. Black tree
fungus is the name given to any of three types of mushroom (cloud ear, tree ear, wood ear) that
grow on trees in China. A similar fungus, called Jew's ear, is found in the USA. Black tang is bladder
wrack, the common black rockweed, Fucus vesiculosus, used in the preparation of kelp and as
manure. Black sugar is a New Zealand term for poor quality fossil resin gum produced by kauri pine
trees. Black blob of Florida occurs in an area of sea off Florida’s southern tip, possibly caused by an
intense growth of algae. Fish avoid the area possibly because of the decrease in oxygen caused by
the algae.

black, flora disease

It is appropriate that many diseases of plants incorporate the adjective because diseases often kill
growing vegetation which then turns black. Black-heart is a disease of plants characterized by the
blackening of central tissues, for example, it is a darkening of the heartwood in some timbers which
may or may not be associated with decay. Black leg is one of a number of diseases that affect plants
and vegetables and black spot is a general term for any plant disease, particularly of roses, that
causes black spots on some part of the affected vegetation.
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Black rot is a general name for plant diseases in which any part of the plant blackens and decays.
More specifically it is a vine disease of North American origin. Black stem is a general term for any of
several plant diseases caused by fungi and resulting in blackening. Black goo occurs when the
normally clear sap of grape vines turn amber or pitch black, which chokes the plant. In extreme
environments, e.g. Australia and California, this can kill the plant within hours. It is a response to a
fungal pathogen that is possibly associated with Erca (also called black measles) which may date
from Roman times. Black tip is a general term for plant diseases that cause a darkening of the tips of
the seed or fruit, for example, black point a disease of cereals, notably wheat, in which the embryo
ends of the grains become black, blacknose is a disease affecting dates, in which the distal end of
the fruit darkens and shrivels, and black end is a disease of pears in which the skin and flesh of the
fruit darken. Black scab, also black wart, is a disease of potatoes. Dark lesions on the stem and
leaves of cotton plants are termed blackarm. Black shank is a disease of tobacco characterized by a
black rot and black rust produces a black discoloration in many plants. Black line is a disease
affecting walnut trees, particularly those in which English and black varieties have been grafted, and
characterised by a dark line at the site of the graft. Black streak refers to the black colour that occurs
as a streaked pattern in the red-pigmented (or blush) area of the peach skin. It may take the form of
speckles or spots and may possibly be purple or tan in colour.

Black end is also a disease affecting bananas, caused by fungi and resulting in dark or black stems.
Also banana black death, or black sigatoka, is a fungal disease of banana plantations. In 1994 2.9
million boxes of the fruit were lost because of it. The virus once threatened the Cavendish the most
internationally traded banana variety.Blackhead disease is either of two diseases of bananas, one
caused by an eelworm Parasite, the other by a fungus.

Bacteria, viruses and insects also affect plants. Black blight is a general term applied to a number of
diseases of tropical plants caused by black moulds. Black mould is a dark fungus of the order
Mucorales and a disease in which a fungal mould blackens rose grafts and onion bulbs. Black mould
is also the name given to fungus, especially Rhizopus nigricans, which grows on mouldy foodstuffs.
Black kernel is a fungal disease affecting rice resulting in black or dark kernels. Black root, also black
root rot, is the plant fungus, Thielaviopsis basicola, which produces blackness of the roots, a disease
especially of tobacco. A number of fungal diseases known as black knot, a general term in USA,
afflict plum, cherry, gooseberry, filbert and hazel; this is characterized by black excrescences on the
bark. Black pod is also a fungal disease, Phytophthora faberi, that causes rotting of the pods in cacao
plants and black patch is a fungus affecting red clover in which groups of plants simultaneously
become black. Black ring is a virus disease affecting cabbage; it is marked by dark rings on the leaf.
Black stripe is also a fungal disease, Alternaria solani, of the tomato plant and black stripe, or black
thread, is a disease of the para rubber tree in which a fungus causes black stripes to form.

Blackfire is a bacterial disease affecting tobacco, causing leaf spots that darken and fall out. Black
chaff is a bacterial disease of wheat, in which dark stripes are produced on the chaff. Black pit is a
disease of citrus especially lemon fruit that results in spots and is caused by the bacterium Erwinea
citrimaculans. In the Netherlands it is also the name of a disease of peas that causes spots on the
seeds. Black knot is an infection of the grape cane caused by the crown-gall bacterium. Black currant
gall infects gooseberry bushes producing the disease ‘big bud’.

black, foods

Black foods, such as black soybeans, black vinegar, black sesame seeds and black rice, are said to
contain more anthocyanin, isoflavones and minerals than their counterparts and have more health
benefits as antioxidants and anticoagulants.
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Black broth, or black soup, was the diet of the Spartans of Ancient Greece; this was reputedly made
from pork stock, vinegar and salt, or pigs blood and molasses. Black sop is a type of ham gravy in
south USA. The nursery rhyme “Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie” refers to the C17 method
of creating a diversion at the dinner table. The pie was blind baked and consisted of a real meat pie
inside an empty pie crust. Live frogs or blackbirds inserted into the cooled pie through holes in the
base were released when it was cut open. The west US logger's name for stew is black mike. Black
tripe is the unbleached stomach lining of the ox, cow or other ruminant. Black game, especially
black grouse, Tetreo tetrix, found in northern Europe, are species of heath fowl, the male being the
black cock. The female is called grey hen. Called after the colour of their feathers are the breeds of
turkey, the Black Norfolk, the White and the Cambridge Bronze. Black meat is an East Anglia term
for bacon but black rock is used to describe hard, dried pork, a food favoured by canal boatmen in
eastern USA. The black pudding or blood sausage, or the mid C17 blacking or blackpot, originally a
peasant dish made in France, Scotland, north of England and Italy is a savoury sausage made by
stuffing pig or sheep intestine with combination of suet and blood or, in Scotland, oatmeal and flour
with suet, seasoning and blood usually of a pig. The French version, boudin noir, contains pig’s
blood, pork fat, cream, onion and spices, but there are many regional variations. In the Caribbean,
pig intestines are stuffed with highly seasoned boiled rice, or grated sweet potato, breadcrumbs and
cow’s blood. The dish gives rise to the sayings you come of good black pudding, meaning you are of
good breeding, and hot as a black pudding. The Lancashire area incorporating Blackburn, Burnley
and Bolton have been nicknamed the Black Pudding triangle.

Black fish is a general term given to a number of dark-skinned fishes, also in Scotland to salmon after
spawning. The black grouper is a large, dark coloured fish found throughout most of the Western
Atlantic and prized for food and as a sport fish. Black bass is a fresh water sunfish, genus
Micropterus, native to eastern and central North America or a perch, Perca huro, found in Lake
Huron, USA. Black bream, also called black fish, is an Australian sport and food fish, a member of the
rudderfish family Kyphosdiae, while black sea bream is a small edible fish of the eastern Atlantic,
found throughout most of the temperate zone. The freshwater Australian fish, Gadopsis
marmoratus, is also called black fish. Members of the black drum or croaker or salt-water drumfish
family, found in many parts of the world, require careful cooking with highly flavoured ingredients.
Black bonito, also black salmon is the salt-water food fish Cobia. Black amur is a large, fresh-water
fish found in the rivers of China and Taiwan. In Scotland the halibut is known as the blacksmith.
Blackjack is a name given variously to the colesay or rock salmon in Northumberland, the Jamaican
jack-fish and to a North American Atlantic fish celoria. Black is also applied in certain cases to white
fish. Hence, blackfin is a type of whitefish found in Great Lakes of USA. Black lugs are quantities or
"lugs" of cod that have been discoloured by improper bleeding, thereby losing quality and value. The
term black gold has been applied to caviar, the unfertilized eggs of the sturgeon and uncontrolled
overfishing has led to a rapid decline in stocks and very high prices.

A crop of peas or beans grown to be harvested as seeds for animal fodder as opposed to a golden
crop of corn is called a black crop. Black victual and black crap are C19 Scottish terms for peas and
beans. Black eyed peas or blackassed peas are terms used by black Americans are beans, a popular
food in the American South. Also called cowpeas, they are one ingredient of a dish known as
Hopping John, along with chopped ham and rice, cooked in ham broth. In England blackjack was a
type of greens. Black bean or black kidney bean is a haricot-type bean, widely eaten in Latin
America where black bean soup is made. Black gram is the tropical Asian curd bean which is ground
into meal and used to make the thin Indian pancakes called poppadoms. Black soybeans, fermented
and preserved by salting, have a strong flavour but the pureed sauce has a delicate taste. This has
been an important relish to Chinese cuisine since C2BC. Black salsify, or scorzonera, is a member of
the daisy family cultivated for its roots. Black rice is used as a kidney tonic in China. Shetland Black is
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a variety of potato marked by a black circle when the tuber is cut across. Blackfellow's bread is the
edible part of an Australian fungus Polyporus mylittae. Black mustard, also brown mustard, is the
ripe seed of the cruciferous plant Brassica nigra. It is also a preparation of black mustard seeds and
squid ink with miso and black bean paste and oils. Black truffle is one of the world’s most revered
delicacies and the most expensive type and is another food known as black diamonds. It is more
vulnerable to extinction because it has almost zero genetic variation to prevent it from disease. It
derives from less than 100 ancestors which survived the last Ice Age The black winter truffle, Tuber
melanosporum, is the most prized being fuller of flavour than the less expensive summer black
truffle which is picked before full maturity. Black butter is the edible seaweed laver farmed in Japan,
the green and purple varieties are popular.

Blackberry is a dark, edible berry of the bramble shrub, Rubus fruticosus, which grows wild in
northern temperate regions. Unripe berries are green or red, but when ripe are a shiny black. They
are cultivated widely in the USA. They have many uses in the kitchen and can be eaten raw,
preserved as jams and jelly, used in tarts and crumbles, to make ice cream and sorbet, and crushed
in vodka they make an excellent liqueur. Blackberries are picked from the wild in the UK, hence the
mid C19 term blackberrying, the act of gathering blackberries. In the north of England blackberries
was known as blackbowwowers, black spice or black blegs, bramblerry, bilberry, Danish ballberry,
and blueberry. The related black raspberry, R occidentalis, native to eastern USA, where it is known
as blackcap, is also characterised by its black berries. Black currants, known in Cumbria as
blackberries, come from the shrub Ribes nigrum of the saxifrage family. The small, black, edible fruit
cultivated in Europe, but grows wild in the US, is mainly used in making jelly, jam or pie filling. It is
versatile being used also to make wine and tea, and has been popular as a winter cordial drink rich in
vitamin C. The black haw is a small, sweet fruit often used in the USA to make jelly.

There are two varieties of black cherry sometimes called black heart. Sweet fruit is produced by the
tree Prunus avium while the sour but edible fruit comes from P. serotina, which grows wild in north
America. The Australian plum, known as the black plum of lllawarra, Cargillia australis, is a tree that
yields fruit resembling that from the genus Prunus. Black gamboges are small, oval, orange-skinned
fruit native to Malaysia. Black sapote is a type of persimmon found in Central America, Mexico, and
tropical Asia; when ripe, the skin is black. White figs can be white to dark brown while black figs are
black or dark purple and include the Mission variety. The Black Sea walnut grows on the tree,
Juglans regia, from the Black Sea area. Black coated workers or prunes are plums, Prunus
domestica, which have been partially dried without fermentation and used as a mild laxative as well
as a food.

In the West Indies black ginger is the unscraped ginger root that has been cooked and dried. Black
cumin, also called nigella, nutmeg flower and Roman coriander, is a Mediterranean and Asian herb,
Nigella sativa, its black, aromatic seeds are used as a spice in India. It resembles and is occasionally
substituted for black pepper. It is not related to cumin. Black carroway is an African herb,
resembling anise; its seeds are used to flavour food. Black peppercorns are berries from the plant
Piper nigrum picked when green and dried in the sun until they turn black. When ground they are
used for seasoning. White peppercorns are allowed to ripen on the vine, the berry is fermented and
its red-brown skin is removed. Green peppercorns are picked while green before ripening. They are
then freeze-dried, dehydrated or packed in brine or vinegar. Pink peppercorns are the dried berries
of the shrub, Schinus molle or Baies rose.

Black sauce is a mixture of soy sauce and molasses or a dark brown sauce made with beer. The spicy
Chinese vinegar Jit cho is known as black vinegar. Blackcurrent wine vinegar is just one of the exotic
fruit vinegars available today. Black butter, French buerre noir, is a butter sauce made with butter
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cooked until it is black, or apple-butter, or a sauce made with browned butter then strained and
mixed with parsley and vinegar, or a edible seaweed farmed in Japan.

The black bun is a traditional Scottish very rich spiced cake containing dried fruit baked in a savoury
pastry crust and eaten at Hogmanay. It was originally made with bread dough containing spices,
brandy, dried fruit and eggs then wrapped in a plain dough casing. Once eaten at Twelfth Night but
moved to the secular New Year when Christmas festivities were banned during the Reformation. The
name only came into use in the early C20. Black eyed Susan, C18 Sussex, spotted Dick (or spotted
Richard in some politically correct supermarkets) is a traditional UK pudding made with plums or
raisins and eaten with equally traditional custard. Black-cap pudding is a dish of boiled batter that
has had raisins added prior to boiling and moulding. This also the name of the pudding consisting of
a halved apple baked with a cap of sugar in a hot oven. The black man in a shirt (Austrian Mohr in
Hemd) is a dark chocolate and nut pudding covered in thick hot chocolate sauce, sometimes with
vanilla stripes. Black cake, also bara brith Welsh, or speckled bread, or torta negra Argentina, is a
fruit loaf made with self-raising flour, dried fruit and candied peel. It was taken to Argentina in the
midC19 by settlers from Wales. In C19 and early C20 the fruit plum cake of Britain was called black
cake in the USA. This was less dominant there than the pound or angel or white cake, which had
been used for festive occasions, such as Christmas, since the late C18. The white cake, which has a
finish of soft white icing or frosting, was known as the bride's cake, and the black cake, which has a
hard white icing, was called the wedding cake. There is no white cake equivalent in the UK. In the
Caribbean black cake is a heavy-textured, dark, rich, rum-soaked fruit-cake. It is dark from the use of
burnt brown sugar. Black bread is dark-coloured coarse rye bread. Black on black is chocolate sauce
on chocolate sponge pudding in C21 UK naval slang.

Blackball is a boiled sweet containing treacle as well as being the New Zealand name for a
peppermint humbug. Black man in UK is a general name for dark-coloured sweets, particularly a
sweet, heavy toffee made with black molasses. In Scotland it is an ice cream with a plain wafer on
one side and a marshmallow-filled wafer with chocolate edges on the other. Black jam is a senna
confection. Sticks of liquorice root extract are known as black sugar, also the name of Italian or
Spanish liquorice juice. Black ball is a hard round boiled sweet that has black with white stripes,
similar to a bull’s eye sweet, New Zealand. Black treacle is another term for treacle, a syrup obtained
in sugar refining. Blackjack refers to a colouring, made of burnt sugar and caramel, used to colour
the batter for wedding cakes, also in USA to liquorice flavouring for candy and chewing gum, and a
variety of molasses originating in the West Indies. Black strap is C19 nautical slang term for
molasses. Colorado blackie is a USA cheese marketed in a black rind. The black soldier fly, Hermetia
illucens, produces larvae that feed on food waste and this is proving to be a highly efficient way of
producing animal protein for human and animal consumption.

Black coffee, or French, café noir is generally descriptive of brewed coffee without milk or cream. In
Jamaica blackwash is coffee and in south USA weak coffee is black water. The USA drink black cow
may be root beer or a dark carbonated soft drink consisting of root beer in which is floated a
measure of vanilla ice cream. However, black cow's milk is water from a pump or tap. Black tea, as
opposed to green China tea, is tea processed by exposing the leaf to sun and air; this leads to
oxidation, enzyme action and drying. It is drunk as an infusion with or without milk or lemon. Black
dragon is a type of red tea of Chinese origin. Black monster tea is a drink made from the infusion of
various herbs and used as a tonic in the south USA. Blackjack is very strong black coffee USA. Black
wash is sugar and water, possibly from its dark colour, or from it being a common drink among
blacks in Jamaica. Black drink is made from the blue flag plant, Iris versicolor, sacred to the Creek
Indians of North America. It is also a medicinal and ceremonial drink of the Indians of southeast USA
made from yaupon leaves. Appalachian tea or Carolina tea, also called black drink, is an infusion of
leaves from Prinos glaber and Viburnum cassinoides. Black wash in Jamaica is either coffee, from its
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colour, or sugar and water, possibly from its dark colour, or from its being a common drink among
the Black population.

Black plate includes the various dishes favoured by southern US black people and a style of cooking
also known as soul food, e.g. backbone and dumplings, corn bread, fried catfish. This is a pun on
blue plate, USA restaurant food. Blackened food describes Cajun dishes, especially fish that has
been spiced and charred by rapid cooking over high heat. On ocean liners the black pan contains the
remains of cabin food that is traditionally reserved for the stokers, or black gang, coming off watch
at 8 bells (evening). Terms describing smoke-blackened utensils include black sal, also black suke,
the kettle or more generally the black dish any cooking pot or pan, as contrasted with china or glass
(19C USA). Blacksmith is a term for an incompetent cook on a station in rural Australia and New
Zealand, from the burned appearance of the food produced. The name given to the covering of the
basket containing leftovers from the grand dinners or suppers in the palaces or late-night
restaurants is the black flag. These meals were then served up and sold cheaply in lower class eating
houses in Paris during C19.

Black mould is black fungus especially Rhizopus nigricans, which grows on mouldy foodstuffs.

black, geography

Black is useful for many place names because it records some association with tradition, industry or
land colour. The Black Mountains occur as part of the Appalachian range in western North Carolina
and is the name of the northern mountains that cause night to fall by covering the earth according
to Navaho Indian mythology. It is the Blue Mountains that the Navaho believe are the southern
celestial mountains that give rise to the dawn. The Black Mountaineers are members of a school of
poetry founded by Charles Olson (1910-70) at Black Mountain College, North Carolina. The Black
Hills is the mountain range in South Dakota and Wyoming, USA that includes Mount Rushmore, the
site of the rock sculptures of four American presidents. In the Scottish Highlands the Black Isle is a
peninsula between the Cromarty and Moray Firths, which, until the late C18, consisted mainly of
black moorland. Black Cullin is the seven mile mountain chain in the Isle of Skye. The Black Canyon is
on the Colorado River bordering Arizona and Nevada USA and site of the Hoover (formerly Boulder)
Dam. The name is also given to a deep, narrow chasm formed by the Gunnison River in the Rocky
Mountains of western Colorado USA, so-called from the colour of its dark, gloomy walls.

Black Russia is that area of central and southern Russia, so-called because of its dark soil and
perhaps oil. The Black Garden, is a translation of the Karabakh part of Nagorny Karabakh, an enclave
in the south of the old Soviet Union. Kara means black in Turkish. Black Jaws, Turkmen Karabogaz, is
the bay that ‘ate’ the waters of the Caspian Sea. Under the Soviet Union in 1980 a dam was built
across it and in three years the water had evaporated being replaced by a great salt desert causing
huge economic losses to the villages around the lake. The dam was then partially demolished, the
waters flooded in and all along the coast line villages were destroyed. The black belt is given to a
section of south USA, e.g. Mississippi, Alabama, where the soil is black and fertile.

In the Middle Ages coal used in London came from Newcastle-upon-Tyne and nearby coal ports. This
trade was so profitable it was compared with colonial ventures, hence, the mines of
Northumberland were known as the Black Indies. The Black Country is a district of the English
Midlands UK between Birmingham and Wolverhampton. The coalfields of south Staffordshire and
north Worcestershire were notable for their 9 metre deep seams and in the C19 the region was a
leader in iron-production. It was so called from the dust and grime produced by the coal and iron
trades. The Black Square Mile is the Manchester UK district north of Wellington Street, a heartland
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of Orthodox Jews. Blackminster, Worcestershire, has a place name that implies the existence of a
religious foundation, but no historical or archaeological evidence for such has been found.

The Black Forest, German Schwarzwald, is a hilly, forested resort area in southwest Germany and
from there is obtained Black Forest Water a naturally effervescent mineral water with a high
mineral content. There are two mountain ranges called Black Mountains in South Wales, one in East
Dyfed and West Powys, the other in East Gwent. These are associated with the presence of coal. The
Black Triangle is the uranium mining area along the border between Czechoslovakia and eastern
Germany, so-called because of the incidence of radioactive air pollution, said to be some of the
worst in the world. Montenegro means Black Mountain after the dark forests and rocky slopes of
the Denaric Alps. Noir Perigord is the south eastern part of Perigord, France, from the dark foliage of
oak trees covering much of the area.

Black Africa is that part of Africa south of the Sahara inhabited mainly by blacks, as opposed to
Arabs, or governed by blacks as opposed to whites. The name also has applied to one of the upper
tributaries of the Volta River bordering Ghana, Burkina-Faso, and the Ivory Coast, West Africa. In
Malibo, the capital of Equatorial Guinea the Black Beach is apparently so-called from the sewage
that flows down the river and onto the beach. It is the name given to one of the most notorious
prisons in the world there. The Black Desert is an area in Egypt so-called from its covering of black
volcanic lava.

The Nosu region was the last part of China to be subdued by the Communists in 1955, six years after
the revolution. The Black Bone, who made up 10% of the population, was the noble class and slave
owners. The remainder, the White Bone, were farmers (serfs), servants/labourers and cattle, bought
and sold as the lowest slaves. Slavery has been abolished and production of opium, formerly the
staple crop, banned. On the other hand, in inner Asia among the Mongols the Black Bones were the
commoners and the White Bones the nobles.

The Black Sea is an inland sea bordered by Turkey, Bulgaria, Romania and parts of the former USSR
and there are many theories for the origin of the name. Black may have been used anciently deriving
from the Scythian Iranic ax$aina, meaning unlit or dark. Later, in Greek and Roman times it was
known as the Hospitable Sea, replacing the earlier Inhospitable Sea after the Greeks had settled the
southern shoreline. Alternatively, it is said that sounding leads used by old ships turned black on
contact with the hydrogen sulphide that can be found in the depths of the sea and this was how it
got its name. Perhaps it is due to the black sea shells washed onto the beaches or to the black rocks
that line parts of the coastline. Black may have been used because of the frequent fogs and storms
occurring there, because although the waters are not black they are darker than the inland rivers. It
may however refer to the medieval Turkish word kara (black) denoting north. The Turkish kizil (red)
means south, the Red Sea being to the South of Anatolia while white denotes west. The old name
for the Aegean and Mediterranean seas combined in old Turkish is Akdeniz the White Sea.

Black Cart Water and White Cart Water are two rivers that meet at Renfrew. The Black Cart Turret
of milecastle 29, along Hadrian’s Wall is named probably from the colour of the terrain carts, Old
English, ceart, rocky and rough.

The black tide was caused by an oil spill of the Galician coast in 1993 which badly affected the area’s
seafood that is distributed throughout Spain. Whitney Houston and some of her band fell ill after a
seafood meal and were forced to cancel a concert. The deep pool that forms at the back of a
waterfall is known as a black hole. The Hindu term for the sea is black water. The black blob is an
area of sea off Florida’s southern tip, possibly caused by an intense growth of algae. Fish avoid the
area possibly because of the decrease in oxygen caused by the algae.
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Black and white architecture is a style of domestic architecture of black timber frame infilled with
white plaster material, constructed in the Tudor period of the early C17, or, if later, termed Mock
Tudor. A black house, also black hut, is an obsolete term for a Hebridean or West Highland, Scotland
house of turf and rough stones having a turf or thatched roof with no smoke-hole and a central
fireplace on an earthen floor. It has been largely replaced by a white house, that is, one made with
stone.

Black Rock is the name given to the black granite headquarters of Columbia Broadcasting System in
New York City.

The term black spot originated from the social map of London produced in the early 1900's by
Charles Booth on which he recorded living conditions of London's inhabitants. On his map, yellow
was used to represent areas where the wealthy upper classes live, dark red the well-to-do middle
classes, paler red the "fairly comfortable", dark blue the very poor in chronic want, and black where
the "lowest class, vicious semi-criminal" lived.

black, geology

For economically valuable materials and ores the adjective is applied to precious materials. Examples
include black gold and black diamonds used to describe coal in the C19, black gold for petroleum,
especially crude oil, and for maldonite, a natural alloy of bismuth and gold, found at Maldon,
Australia. Black diamonds is also used to describe the extremely hard Brazilian mineral carbonado,
resembling a diamond but not in crystal form, used as an abrasive and in the crowns of rock drills.
Rocks that are dark in colour, for example, the dark brown, dark green or black biotite, mica
hornblende and pyroxenes are described as melanocratic. In contrast, leucocratic rocks contain
lighter coloured minerals, for example, feldspar, quartz and muscovite mica. Melaconite is a mineral
consisting of a black oxide of copper.

Black coal is a Scottish term for coal that has been slightly burned by igneous rock. Dry powdered
ground coal is used to make the pigment mineral black, a naturally occurring shale containing silica
and carbonaceous material. Black bass is a Shropshire term for a coal measure. Black lignite is a
carbonaceous rock of high carbon content with a higher heat rating than brown lignite. Black durain
is the name given to bands occurring in bituminous coal, these have high hydrogen, spore and
volatile matter concentrations. Black shale, also biopelite, is a thinly bedded shale containing a high
concentration of pyrite and organic sulphides. Seacoaling is the practice of collecting the harvest of
coal sediment that washes up on the black sands or beaches of Hartlepool, north England.
Blackdamp describes air in a mine, following an explosion or fire when the oxygen content has been
severely reduced and carbon dioxide greatly increased. It is also used to describe choke damp, a gas
which issues from soils into mines; this contains 85-95% nitrogen and 5-15% carbon dioxide.

Many naturally found materials are described by their colours. Blackmorite is a yellow form of
mineral opal, and black rouge, also black ferric oxide, is magnetic iron oxide. Black-wad is a
Derbyshire slang term for natural manganese and black sulphur is impure native sulphur. Black
antimony, also iron black, and grey or glance (meaning to shine briefly or glint) antimony is mainly
native antimony trisulphide, purified stibnite, used in pharmacy. The C18 Cornish miner’'s term
blackjack is false lead, zinc blende or zinc sulphide. Black cobalt or black earthy cobalt, asbalane, is a
manganese dioxide mineral containing cobalt oxides. Black-band ironstone is Lanarkshire iron ore
that consists mainly of ferrous carbonate, coaly matter and approximately 30% iron. The mineral
potassium manganate whose solution changes colour in air is called black chameleon. Black chalk is
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a carbon-containing chalk from Carnarvonshire and also crayon or chalk made from dry
carbonaceous clay, shale or slate. Belgium black is a type of Belgian marble which is black when
polished.

Black lead, also blacklead, black-lead is a black ore of lead, sometimes used to describe lead
plumbum nigrum as opposed to white lead, basic lead carbonate plumbum album. Black lead is also
the mineral plumbago, also graphite, a form of carbon, used for pencils and as a polish for iron. So-
called from before the real composition was known, mid C16. It is the name given to the mineral
crystalline carbon used for making electrodes, crucibles and also used as a lubricant.

Black coral is concentrically-ringed coral having black horny axial skeletons found at depths greater
than 200 feet that takes a high polish and is regarded as a semi-precious stone. Black sand is dark
sand containing gold found on the beaches of the west coast of South Island, New Zealand. The dark
sands of the North Island contain iron. Hence blacksander, blacksanding are concerned with the
extraction of gold, end C18. Black sand also describes dark, heavy minerals, e.g. magnetite and
limonite, found on beaches and stream beds. Black alkali is sodium carbonate deposited on the
surface of deserts or other dry areas. Black water is brownish stream water that has flowed through
peat, mid C17.

Black earth, Brazilian terra prater, is the fertile bacterium and fungus filled soil that regenerates
itself. It is also a humus-rich soil, chernozem, developed in fairly dry, grassland regions where there
is little leaching. Black mud has been coloured by organic matter and iron sulphides and occurs in
bays or inlets where wave action is light. Black prairie is USA prairie land having rich black soil while
in Australia black spring is an area of rich dark soil. The Black Sea may be named from the black
sand lining the Turkish shore. The dark, waxy soil and sticky mud found in the south west USA is
called black wax. Black lava consists of carbonate minerals produced by Indonesian volcanoes. Lavas
from eruptions in other areas are paler and silicate based. Black lava glass is a vitreous substance
produced by volcanic activity and black smokers are active volcanic eruptions occurring beneath the
sea.

In New Mexico, volcanic black lava contains much black carbon, producing white deposits when
washed with rain. Carbonatite is another black-rock volcanically-produced mineral consisting of
more than 50% carbonate minerals, possibly formed from molten limestone. The resulting rock is
black with white inclusions. Mokolea Rock is an Hawaiian island known locally as Birdshit Island from
its black lava surface coated with much bird droppings. Black lava salt is sea salt mixed with
activated carbon, used as a decorative condiment.

black, industrial

Black is used to describe forgings and castings unfinished by machining; these have a dark coating of
iron oxide. Impure carbon particles formed when carbon compounds are not completely burned are
also simply called black. Blackening is the rendering of an object black. It is also the dark deposit on
the inside of an electric light bulb, caused by particles given off by disintegration of the filament. The
surface discoloration caused by the calendaring of paper with high moisture content is also
described as blackening. The term blackener is an early C17 term applying to one who or which
blackens. Also a blackener or a blacker is a leather worker who brushes blackening compound onto
the grain side of tanned hide.

Black cattle were the mainstay of the Scottish Highland economy before sheep were introduced at
the end of the 18" century. They were not black but reddish brown but were so called to distinguish
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them from white cattle. A black doll was a figure resembling a Chinese idol formerly displayed
outside certain London shops selling Oriental goods.

The remaining terms in this industrial section can be classified either under the process or the
product. The process class can be divided broadly into items concerning organic, inorganic materials.

Black expressions are used in food and other organics based industries. In the New Zealand fishing
industry black oil is the dark oil produced from rancid blubber as compared with the whitish oil from
the fresh southern right whale, Balaena glacialis, and the gold tinged oil from the sperm whale,
Physeter macrocephalus. Black oil is oil derived from livers of fish such as cod, haddock and ling. In
C20 Newfoundland blackjack was felt or tar paper used for waterproofing.

Black albumen is low quality blood serum albumin, used in refining of sugar and black dammar is a
turpentine- and benzene-soluble resin from South India, Borneo and Sumatra. Black hypo, also burnt
hypo, is a lead thiosulphate, lead sulphide and sulphur mixture used in the rubber vulcanization
process. Black tung oil, is a drying oil used in the paints and varnish industries, produced by a hot
pressing method using seed of the tung tree Vernicia fordi. The black hole is the exit point of an old
threshing mill in New Zealand. In paper manufacture, black liquor is waste liquid remaining after raw
materials such as rags and straw are digested.

Blackdamp, German dampf vapour, or choke damp, is air in a mine, possibly following an explosion,
containing much carbon dioxide and nitrogen but little oxygen. Whitedamp is the toxic and
explosive carbon monoxide.

Processes involving inorganic materials include black phosphorus which is prepared in a sealed tube
by heating yellow phosphorus with lead. The yellow form is a poisonous element that causes
dangerous wounds when in contact with skin. When heated out of contact with oxygen the
amorphous red phosphorus is formed. Violet phosphorus is formed by dissolving the yellow form in
lead at high temperature and pressure.

Black arsenic is arsenic sublimated in hydrogen while black flux is a carbon and potassium carbonate
mixture, used for reducing in the testing for arsenic. A by-product of industry are black acids which
are sulphonates formed when sulphuric acid is used in the treatment of petroleum products. Black
ash is soda ash, sodium carbonate with impurities such as calcium sulphide. It is obtained by the
Leblanc soda process, from heating together salt cake, limestone and powdered coal. Black salt,
crystals of sodium carbonate, is also obtained. Black ash and also a type of carbon product obtained
when black liquor from the papermaking process is heated.

Black glass is glass containing an excess of colorants such as manganese, cobalt or iron. Green glass
is coloured with one or more of the oxides of chromium, iron cobalt, and copper. Purple glass
contains manganese dioxide. Red glass, also ruby glass, contains copper, gold or selenium while blue
glass contains copper or cobalt compounds. Grey glass, also London Smoke Glass, is one in which
complementary colours are produced.

A blacksmith forges articles from black metal such as wrought iron and mild steel. Almost every
community in Europe had one by mid C19. Hence, blacksmithing, blacksmithery. A brownsmith
worked in copper and brass, while a greensmith worked in copper, a redsmith in red gold and a
whitesmith in tin, light metals and enamelled goods. Blackwork is work performed by a blacksmith
as distinct from the bright-work of the silver or whitesmith.
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Black tin is tinstone that is ready to be smelted, after the removal of sand, iron and copper. Black
oxide can refer to any of the oxides of bismuth, cobalt, copper, iron and manganese. Black salts are
impure potassium salts left from a former potash producing process. Hence black-salter, is a person
who makes black salts, end C19. Black onyx is chalcedony that is artificially coloured black.

Black nickel is an electro-deposited mixture of nickel, sulphur and zinc and black annealing is a type
of annealing used in tin plating to produce a black surface on metal. Black gold is used in New
Zealand to describe the dark-coloured gold that forms as a residue during the electrolytic de-
silvering process.

During the process of forging, black sand is sand mixed with powdered coal and used on the iron
foundry floor. Black wash is a blacking coating used to prevent foundry moulds and cores from being
burned by molten metal. Blackwork was used in the mid C16 to describe metal forgings or rolled
work that has not undergone pickling or machining to produce a bright finish. Blacking is a mixture
of crushed charcoal and black lead applied to the inside of a mould to produce a better finish on cast
iron products.

Black oil is any of the dark-coloured, relatively cheap, low-grade lubricating oils suitable for certain
types of machinery for which finer grades are unnecessary. The blackjack a special tool in the
aerospace industry for working sheet metal is named after the weapon it resembles.

The other broad group of industrial colour terms includes products resulting from a number of
processes. Black tools are tools left in the black and, as opposed to bright tools, have not been
polished after manufacture and black plate is sheet steel or iron not coated with tin. Black bronze is
an alloy used in the cutlery trade, containing 50% lead, 40% tin, and 10% antimony. Black copper is
blister copper, a refined copper metal containing 90-95% copper, 1-2.5% iron and 0.5-2.5% sulphur
as well as a form of impure copper produced in blast furnaces when running on oxide ores. It is also
called melaconite, a mineral copper oxide, CuO. Black solder is an alloy, normally of 58% zinc, 40%
copper and 2% tin and black metal is an electrolytic deposit of metals such as platinum and
palladium.

Black bellite is an explosive, containing 61% ammonium nitrate, 12% trinitro-toluene, 24% sodium
chloride, and 3% plumbago. Black mortar is a low-strength mortar in which ashes have been
introduced to produce a dark colour. Blackball, also black ball or heelball is a wax material used for
brass rubbings and by shoemakers.

Black figure, also black-figured is the style of ceramic painting practiced by the Greeks, cC6BC, in
which vase decoration is in black with added details in white on the red body clay. It may feature
black silhouettes on a red background. The subjects drawn are usually from mythology, athletics or
the hunt. The design in slip applied to the unglazed surface becomes black on firing. After 525 BC,
when red figure technique was adopted the slip was used instead for details and background fill in.
Hence black (or red)-figured vase or ware.

Black pottery is a fine thin black burnished Chinese wheel-made pottery, characteristic of the
ancient Ch’eng-tzu-yai culture. Blackpot an end C19 term is unglazed pottery that has been exposed
to dense black smoke during baking.

In the early C18 the coarse Egyptian black ware made by coating earthenware with iron oxide was
well known. However, by 1766 Wedgwood had developed a solid porcelain black biscuit described
as having the appearance of antique bronze that could be shaped into Etruscan vases and finely
detailed busts and small statues. It was a mixture of local Staffordshire clay, calcined ochre, ground
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glass slag and manganese dioxide, fused at a high temperature to produce a uniform dull black fine
grained dense body that was then coated with varnish and refired. While still warm he polished it
with a soft cloth dipped in milk to produce a permanent semi-gloss sheen. The exact date of
introduction is debateable. Josiah first advertised it in 1774. He is said to have built the new Etruria
factory, originally known as the Black Works specifically to produce the newly perfected Egyptian
Black.

Some industrial terms use mela- to indicate blackness. Hence, melaconite is a black oxide of copper,
and melange is vari-coloured wool yarn.

black, legal and police

During the C17 to mid C18 a black box was slang for a lawyer, from the tin boxes used to hold their
legal papers. Dating from the early C19 a blackcap was a square of black cloth worn by a judge in
Britain when pronouncing sentence of death, said to signify sorrow. The Oxford Black Assize of 1577
was so-called because during it the Sheriff and many others died of a type of plague. Blackacre was a
hypothetical name used in legal arguments for a tract of land. When necessary other tracts are
called whiteacre and greenacre. These colours may once have represented the different crops of the
three-field system of farming. Black shark is the slang term for a lawyer used mostly among sailors in
the early C19. A black angel was a slang term, popular around 1925 for a fugitive from justice.

The Circuit Court of 1812 which tried Cape farmers in South Africa for ill-treating their black workers
was called the Black Circuit. The charges were brought by missionaries. The Black Code, French
Code Noir, were the laws put forward in Louisiana defining the status of the Blacks, the code
adopted by some southern states after the Civil War limiting the rights of black people.

A black knight is a firm or person making an unwelcome takeover bid for a company. On the other
hand, a white knight is one who rescues a company from such a takeover or from other financial
difficulty. A black list, now a more general term, was a privately circulated list of bankrupts for use
by business firms. Black information covers details of customer debts released by the clearing banks
to credit reference agencies. Other financial institutions release white information, i.e. details of
store card accounts or finance house loans even though the customer is not in arrears. A black bag is
money diverted from an official budget to cover other expenses; hence, a black-bag job is an illegal,
covert operation, such as a break-in, conducted by government agents in the USA. Black mist in C20
Japan means government corruption.

In the C19 a black house was a business establishment in which employees worked for long hours at
very low pay. A blackfish market involves the selling of fish caught in contravention of the European
Community regulations that allocate quotas for different catches and specify the number of days
each vessel is permitted to spend at sea.

Black beetle was a mid C19 slang term for the Thames police. The list used by police and publicans
containing the names of habitual drunkards as defined by the 1902 Licensing Act was also named
black list. Hence a black-lister is someone whose name was on the list.

Black and Tans were temporary special armed police recruited from First World War veterans sent
to Ireland in 1921 to oppose Sinn Fein and known for their harsh methods. From the colours of the
mixed uniforms they wore, police black and army brown. Hence black-and-tannery, referred to their
often brutal activities. Blackjack was a derisive term for a South African municipal policeman, from
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the colour of the uniform. Similarly flying blackjacks are members of the flying squad of the South
African police.

black, medical and veterinary

A black eye is a bruise or skin discolouration around the eye, often the result of a blow; this
expression dates from the early C17. The term also applies to a black or dark coloured iris, hence
black-eyed, and in the late C16 an injured reputation. A blackout is a momentary loss of
consciousness and to that caused by decreased blood flow to the brain of a flyer as a result of
centrifugal acceleration when pulling out of a dive. The visual field becomes black, red or grey, hence
redout or greyout.

The Black Death was the great plague of medieval Europe which first appeared in C14 and killed at
least 24 million people, a quarter of the entire population, over a period of 300 years. Traditionally
thought to have been caused by bubonic plague it is now considered to have been haemorrhagic
fever from an Ebola-like virus transmitted directly from person to person. Anthrax has been cited as
an alternative explanation. Blackjack was the name given by sailors to the bubonic plague whose
victims were said to turn black.

Black vomit contains broken down blood cells and is seen in cases of yellow fever and cancer of the
stomach. This was also a name for yellow fever, or bronze john, itself. Blackwater fever, the tropical
disease haemoglobinuric fever is characterized by high fever, vomiting, and the passing of dark
urine. Black measles is the virulent form of the disease in which bleeding beneath the skin causes
the typical eruptions to be black or dark. Blacksap is an east England name for the advanced stages
of jaundice. Black tongue is hyperkeratosis, a disease of the tongue characterized by dark patches
and a symptom of vitamin B deficiency. A blackhead is a small, black-tipped eruption in a follicle, of
the skin, particularly when occurring on the face. Melanuria is a medical condition characterized by
dark or black urine while a patient having melasma has excessive black pigment in the skin. Black
bone disease is a rare genetic disease that leads to darkening of the urine and osteoarthritis. Black-
back is a nickname for a coal miner in Scotland while the lung disease pneumonocosis formerly
common among them was black-spit or black lung from the colour of the coal dust laden sputum.

Calomel, Greek, kalos, fair or beautiful; melas, black, is mercurous chloride, a dull white powder
used as a purgative. The name, it is said, was given to the substance as a joke by Sir Theodore
Mayerne in honour of a favourite black servant whom he employed to prepare it. The name possibly
arises from the fact that black powder was turned to white in its preparation.

Black means angry, gloomy, threatening, or of bad, wicked behaviour, thought or intentions as in
black planning, or malicious, slanderous as in black gossip. In C17, of the bodily humours, black bile,
or atrablile, was thought to control melancholy, and yellow bile responsible for anger. Bile, 1665,
French bile, Latin bilis, a yellow-green secretion of the liver. In analytical psychology the shadow, or
man in black, is the hero who has normal instincts and creative impulses, in contrast to the ego
which contains unfavourable and destructible attitudes.

Black baised, is an obsolete Scottish term for depression. The black dog, also black boogaloo, is the
feeling of blackness, depression or ill humour, or melancholy while a black look is a facial expression
denoting anger, displeasure or disgust. A black dog and her pups were once considered to be evil
omens. Similarly, black-browed is having a dark or menacing look, frowning. The Black Dog Institute
is an Australian educational and clinical facility offering expertise in disorders such as depression and
bipolar disorder. Black-dogged is a euphemism for damned or similar expletive in south USA.
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The black draught was the name of a purgative made from an infusion of senna with magnesium
sulphate. An infusion that also has medicinal properties can be brewed from black sassafras, the
bark of the small North America tree, Sassafras officinale. Black ointment is late C19 USA slang for a
piece of raw meat, referring to its use as a poultice for a black eye Blackamoor's beauty, a Somerset
term for the herb scabious, once thought to be a cure for skin diseases.

Black wash was a black mercurial lotion, lotio hydrargyri nigra B P, and another mercury-based
compound called black precipitate was used in medicine. Black wash, also blackwash, black-wash
was an early C19 lotion comprising calomel and lime-water used for syphilitic sores. Black draught,
also black jack was a compound mixture of senna, Mistura sennae composita BP. To give the black
draught, was to administer the coup-de-grace to a dangerously ill sailor; seen as giving a black
medicine. Similarly, a saying among vagrants was to be given the black bottle, expressing the belief
that sick people in hospitals were sometimes given a fatal dose of poison. Timea Faludi, a Budapest
nurse accused for murdering 30-35 patients by administering lethal doses of drugs, said that she had
not wanted to kill the patients but to relieve their pain. She was known as the Black Angel.

The C14 plague or the “great pestilence” became known as the Black Death not from the visual
description of the later stages of the disease but possibly from a mistranslation of the Latin atra
mors, meaning dark or gloomy or terrible death. This occurred in a German medical text published in
1832.

Some medical terms use mela- to indicate blackness. Examples include: melaena which are
symptoms of disease consisting of the discharge of black matter, for example, vomit or faeces;
melanuria a condition characterized by dark or black urine; and melasma the excessive black
pigmentation of the skin.

Black spauld is a Scots term for a form of anthrax which affects the quarters of cattle. A disease of
pigs in which they develop black teeth is called black tooth. The liver infection, necrotic hepatitis,
affecting sheep is called black disease. Diseases of sheep also include black bag, or blue bag,
gangrenous mastitis and black water characterised by black bile. Black scour or haemorrhagic
diarrhoea is a Yorkshire term for a type of enteritis affecting sheep, swine, and cattle. Black fly, the
buffalo gnat, is a small, blood-sucking fly of the Simuliidae family that affects cattle. Blackhead is a
disease, infectious entero-hepatitis of turkeys and sometimes of other fowl, caused by an infection
of the liver causing a blackish discoloration on the head. Black leg, also blackquarter is a disease
affecting the legs of cattle or sheep. Black cattle is late C18 slang for lice.

Black plaster is a mixture of tar and medications used to treat injured cattle and horses in east USA.
A charm used to cure sick animals was the Lee Penny or Lockerby Penny or black penny. This was
dipped in south-running water, and the water given to the animal to drink. This was a C19 Scotland
and north England remedy.

black, mela- combining forms

Melan- or mela-, Greek, melas, black, in the combining form have many uses including the following.

A melanocyte is an epidermal cell that produces melanin, end C19. The term melanin covers any of
a number of black or dark brown pigments responsible for the colouring of eyes, hair and skin of
man and animals, C19; hence melanous and melanosity. Melanism, also melanosis is the condition
of having black or dark brown skin caused by a high melanin content. Hence melanistic, melanotic,
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melanic, adj. The condition of melasma occurs when there is excessive black pigment in the skin.
Melanoid means dark, resembling melanin, also of or resembling melanosis, mid C19. Melatonin is a
hormone secreted from the pineal gland in inverse relation to the amount of light falling onto the
retina. It is involved in the regulation of biorhythms, and responsible for skin colour changes in some
animals, mid C20. A melanophore is a melanin-containing cell which is responsible for colour
changes in some fish and reptiles, early C20.

Melaena covers symptoms of disease consisting of the discharge of black matter, for example, vomit
and faeces; also the discharged matter. Melanuria is a medical condition characterized by dark or
black urine. Melanoma covers any skin tumour resulting from the malignant growth of melanocytes,
early C19. Melancholy, Latin, plus bilis, bile, the condition of having excess ‘black bile’, C14. From
C17 this was used to describe the mental disease melancholia.

Melanesia, or Black Island, Greek, plus nesos, island, referring to the dark skins of the inhabitants.
One of the three principal groups of islands comprising Oceania. The SW group lying NE of Australia.
Hence Melanesian, adj. C19. Melanochroi, Greek, plus ochros, pale, is a subdivision of the Huxley
Leiotrichi or smooth-haired class of mankind, those having dark hair and a pale complexion. Hence
melanchroic, melanchroid, melanochrous, adj. mid C19. The subdivision of the Huxley Leiotrichi or
smooth-haired class of mankind, those having dark hair and a dark complexion was given the term
Melanoi, from Greek melas, dark, black.

Melaleuca, Greek, plus leucos, white includes any of the tropical and subtropical trees genus
Melaleuca, from Australia. They can have a swamp or sandy habitat and are named from the colour
of the black trunk and white branches.

Melaconite is a mineral consisting of a black oxide of copper, while melanite is a variety of black
andradite garnet, early C19.

black, mourning

Shades of white, grey and black have been associated with death in the UK from at least Tudor
times, although purple and red are associated with royal funerals. The shroud, the winding sheet in
which a dead body is laid out for burial is usually white but it has also been referred to as a sable
shroud by association with the use of black as the traditional colour of mourning. White coffins are
used at the funerals of children. Other colours at one time associated with mourning are lilac and
purple. This perhaps arose from the folk belief that lilac blossom in the house foretold death. The
black garments worn as a symbol of mourning were called widow’s weeds. Sad of colour means
dark, dull and of mournful appearance, hence to sadden in dyeing is to use chemicals to reduce the
tone of a colour. Similarly, stygian indicates black, gloomy and resembling the river Styx.

black, movements and organizations

The Hospital of Saint Cross together with the Almshouse of Noble Poverty in Hampshire is the oldest
charitable foundation still current in Britain being founded in the mid C12. Members of the hospital
wear black when attending daily church service and are called black brothers; members of the
Almshouse are the Red Brothers also after the colour of their robes. The latter is for the poor well
born. A black veil represents the marriage of a nun to God which is accompanied by the changing of
her habit from the white veil, received on her betrothal, to the black. The Black Messiah is a
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replacement for Jesus Christ, regarded by some African Christian movements as their founder. The
black mass is the blasphemous parody of the Christian mass, the supposedly distinctive rite
performed by Satanists during which black candles are used.

In the mid C18 the Black Power movement in Jamaica was a Christian brotherhood supported by
black preachers and white missionaries. In the USA this term emerged among black radicals
following disappointments at the results of the civil rights movement led by Martin Luther King Jr.,
the Civil Rights Act and the assassination of Malcolm X in 1965. It became the popular slogan of the
civil rights movement there, expressing black people's determination to act together in the exercise
of political and economic power. Its activity peaked in 1968. Black justice was used principally by
Afro-Americans in the US civil rights movement to signify the principle of self-determination for
blacks. Civil disorder and looting from this period of black militancy when uprisings in city ghettoes
occurred was called the Black Power Dance. Black Nationalism is a USA movement that regards all
black people as a distinct group or nation separate from whites and white influence, hence the term
Black Nationalist. The Black Arts Movement is a separatist black cultural movement developed by
poets, dramatists and critics in urban areas of the USA in the mid-late 1960s. It was committed to
propagating black cultural nationalism. The proposition was that black people in the USA share a
unique set of aesthetic and cultural values that should be developed separately from the
surrounding white culture.

A more militant approach was taken by the black activist organization the Black Panther and Self
Defense Party which was founded in the USA in 1966 as part of the US civil rights movement,
seeking to establish greater political power for black people. They took a different route from the
Nation of Islam, who embraced the cause of Islam and the Black Hebrews. Its armed patrols, set up
to monitor police activity on the streets, led to conflict and during 1968-9 reported 28 members had
been shot by police. Its activities broadened and with the support of white radicals opened health
clinics, classes and a breakfast programme for the ghetto youth. This was weakened through a
coordinated state campaign. In 1994 former members founded the Black Panther Collective or the
New Black Panther Party with the aim of reviving the revolutionary legacy of the old organization.
They believe that members of the black community should carry arms to defend themselves against
attacks of the Ku Klux Klan. Members of the Nation of Islam, or Black Muslims, formed a black group
established in Detroit in 1931. It is unorthodox in its relation to Islam but has similar beliefs and
appearing to have more social than religious aims. It advocates segregation; the leader Wallace D
Fard, Ford or Farad hailed black people as founders of civilization and predicted the destruction of
Caucasians and Christianity. A Black Panther Movement was formed in Britain but this was renamed
the Black Workers’ Movement in the 1970s. Movements for affirmative action, giving preference to
minority groups, gave rise to Blacklash, a pressure group against such moves, in the 1980s-90s in the
USA. The militant religious movement Black Messiah was also associated with US civil rights
campaign. Established in the 1960s and led by the Rev. Albert Cleague, it asserted that the Messiah
could have been black. Its main purpose was to urge greater recognition for black clergy in the
structure of Christian churches. The term Black Messiah was also used as a replacement for Jesus
Christ, regarded by some African Christian movements as their founder. From the late 1960s,
especially in the USA black theology was an interpretation of those aspects of Christian doctrine
seen relevant to the needs and hopes of black people under white domination.

Black Jews are blacks who profess Judaism as opposed to other members of the race who do not so
profess. These include the Falasha black Jews who were airlifted by the Israeli government from war
torn Ethiopia in 1986. The term Black Jews is also applied to members of the Negro Christian sect
called the Church of God and Saints of Christ who believe the Negro race to be descended from the
ten lost tribes of Israel. It is also the name popularly applied to black-skinned Jews to distinguish
them from White Jews as well as to Jews of southern India. Dimona on the edge of the Negev Desert
is home to 1,200 Black Hebrews. These are black Americans who have left the ghettos of Chicago
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and Detroit to live in Israel. The settlement was founded in 1969 when Ben Carter a steelworker was
said to have had a vision that Afro-Americans were descended from early Israelites and must return
to the Promised Land. The women wear a blue thread and a fringe around the bottom of their skirts
as dictated in the Book of Leviticus. They live by an intricate set of rules which include veganism.
Also, men can have up to seven wives, and cigarettes and alcohol are banned. They were part of the
black awareness that swept the USA in the 1960s. The Black Caucus was a group of black members
of the USA Congress concerned with the economic, social and educational needs of black Americans.
It became a true political force after the elections of 1972, in which 16 blacks were elected to
Congress. In British politics black section was the unofficial designation of constituency groups
within the Labour party working in the interests of black people.

The African National Congress was formed in 1912 as a non-racialist organization with the aim of
uniting South Africa. Although later banned it encouraged strikes and carried out armed sabotage
from the 1950s. With world opinion growing against the repressive tactics of the establishment it
was unbanned in 1990 and this started the irrevocable movement towards the first democratic
elections there in 1994. The President of the organization, Nelson Mandela, the Black Pimpernel,
then became president of the country. The South African Black People’s Convention founded in
1972 was influenced by black power ideas from the USA. Their aim was the emancipation of black
people from psychological and physical oppression. It was banned by the white government in 1973
and after the murder of its leader Steve Biko in 1976 was considerably weakened. The South African
Black Alliance was formed after the Soweto uprising that year. Their objective was to make
preparation for drawing up a non-racial constitution for the country. Its influence was weakened
when proposals excluding black South Africans from the Parliament on the grounds that they were
citizens of the homelands were tabled. Black Sash was a South African women’s anti-apartheid
political organization founded in 1955. Members wear broad black diagonal sashes during
demonstrations. The organization sponsors research into racial questions. Black was used as a
symbol of mourning. The White Sash ultra conservative right wing women’s political organization
was set up to counter the influence of the Black Sash.

The first Black Freemasons Lodge was founded in 1784 by Prince Hall. He had become a mason
while serving with the British Army during the American Civil War but afterwards was unable to find
a lodge that would accept him. Black Freemasonry is now known as Prince Hall Masonry but is not
recognized by the official movement.

The Black One is Kali, the Hindu goddess popular particularly in eastern India. She is the mother
goddess and the fierce destroyer of evil. The Black One is also Macardit, a powerful spirit of the
Dinka people of southern Sudan. She is bad, and oxen sacrificed to her must be black. The black-
painted priests, C14-16 are those priests (Teopixque) responsible in late pre-Hispanic central Mexico
for transmission of historical and religious traditions. They were painted black.

To black is to ostracise or ignore people or machinery as in a Trades Union dispute. Blackleg is a still
current term from the C19 of opprobrium for a worker who continues to work during a strike, or
one, not a union member, who works for less than union rates and more generally is someone
refusing to join in with a particular group activity or who breaks the rules of that group. To blackleg
it, is for trades’ union members to return to work before the causes of the strike have been removed
or settled to their leaders’ satisfaction. From the same period a black neb is slang for a non-union
worker, one who works when others are on strike and black sheep is a workman who has refused to
join a strike. To blacklist is to place a name on a list of offenders or defaulters. For example, on lists
created by employers of potential employees considered unworthy of employment, or created by
trades unions of employers for whom their members should not work.
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The Anarchist Black Cross Federation is a prisoner solidarity international network supporting those
in jail and supplying them with political literature. The organisation started in Russia as the Anarchist
Red Cross as a support organization for prisoners of the Civil War (1919-1920). During the
Revolution it changed its name to avoid confusion with the Red Cross. It was reformed in UK in
1960s and from there spread to North America. It believes that all, not just political, prisoners should
be freed. The Black Cross Health Collective is an organization based in Portland Oregon, devoted to
the health education of demonstrators and activists.

The Women in Black is a women's peace group which started in Israel in 1988 and later spread to
Yugoslavia. The Southall Black Sisters is a small secular, largely Asian, voluntary organization in
London devoted to helping women. Black and Tam is the slang term for a woman undergraduate, a
pun on the black and tan drink and a reference to the black cap worn by them.

The Black Hand was a secret society of Slavs mainly responsible for the assassination of the
Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo in 1914. There was also an anarchist revolutionary society of
the same name in Spain. In the USA the Black Hand Society is a criminal organization, a branch of
the Sicilian Mafia hence a black-hander is a criminal often practicing extortion and probably
referring to membership of the Society. The black hand is the tattoo motif of a killer within the
Mexican Mafia. A blackfoot was a member of a C19 secret agrarian society in Ireland. Anti-Maoist
intellectuals, as termed by official Chinese Communist propaganda, were black gangsters. The
bandé noire, French black band, was also given to a gang of swindlers who victimized wine
merchants in all parts of France around 1886.

To blackball is to turn down an applicant for membership of a group, originally in the mid C19, by
placing a black ball made from wood or ivory into a secret voting box, later by any means of secret
voting. In some instances a black bean was used instead of the ball.

black, pastimes and sport

The black is used to describe the black ring around the white, that is, the bull’s eye of an archery
target, also the area of black on the table at which roulette is played. Black wash is a term applied in
cricket when a West Indian team defeats a white team in every match of a Test Series. Coined in
1984 when England lost 5-0 to the West Indies. It is a pun on whitewash. The most difficult category
of clearly defined trails in downhill skiing is called a black run, which is marked throughout its length
by posts bearing circular black discs in Europe or black diamonds in the USA and Canada.

Black belt is the colour term used to mark the grade of proficiency of the wearer in the martial arts.
In judo, in Japan and US, of the six kyu (student) grades the first three are represented by a white
belt, the second three by a brown belt. In other countries each grade has a colour is sequence white,
yellow, orange, green, blue and brown. The twelve dan (leader) grades have a further system of
belts; black (1 to 5" dan), either black or red and white (6" to 8" dan) and red (9™ and above dan).

The All Blacks is the nickname of the New Zealand Rugby Union football team, from the colour of
the players' strip. Likewise, Black Caps is the name given to the New Zealand cricket team. Wheel
Blacks is the name of the New Zealand wheelchair rugby team. This sport, nicknamed murderball, is
an event in paraplegic games. The Black Cats is the fans name for Sunderland football club, from
their black and white striped strip. The Black and Tans is a particular pack of hunting hounds in
County Limerick, Ireland. A blackout in North America is a ban on local broadcasts of sports event for
which tickets are still available.
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Black describes a black playing card as opposed to a red, and blackjack is a name for the ace of
spades. Blackjack is also the casino form of pontoon, in which the cards are dealt from a black box.
To children blackjack is a game of throwing a knife to make it stick in the ground. Black and white,
also black on white is a children's game of tag in the USA. In east USA Black Tom is also played by
children. This is a game of tag, initiated with the cry of ‘Black Tom!’.

Black describes dramatic or film performances. A black comedy, also black humour, French comédie
noire is a style of humour essentially grotesque which treats dark or morbid subjects with humour,
often biting or satiric, i.e. with black humour using black jokes. During C19 to mid C20 a black cutter
was a street artist who cut human profile silhouettes from black paper.

During the early C20 the black top was a darkened tent, usually at a circus or carnival, in which
motion pictures were shown. Blackout refers to switching lights off or ringing down the curtain at a
theatrical performance, leading to blacking out or the prevention of the spread of news or
information, as in early C20 Russia. A black disc was a black vinyl gramophone record, as contrasted
with a compact disc.

The black bottom was a popular free-style dance of the mid 1920s, revived with changes in the
1960s. The black boogaloo was a dance based on Afro-American rhythms while the black and white
dance was an Afro-Jamaican dance organised by a family in memory of one of its deceased
members. It was so called from the colours of the emblems worn. A black comedy, also comédie
noire or humour noir, French, is a genre of play or film that treats a serious topic light heartedly.

black, people

Individuals are given the name black usually because of their black skin or hair or because of their
reputation. The Black Prince is the popular name given to Edward of Woodstock, Prince of Wales,
the eldest son of Edward Ill, 1330-1376. He is traditionally thought to have worn black armour but
the idea lacks factual support. Apparently the name was not generally used until 200 years after his
death. It is more likely that the reputation was gained in France from the scorched earth strategy he
employed there. The Apocolypse tapestries commissioned by Louis of Angers in 1373 depict Edward
IIl and his sons as devils.

The Black Prince's ruby is one of the jewels in the Imperial State Crown. Originally it was given to
Edward, in 1367 by Pedro the Cruel of Castile. Black Prince was the name given to Joseph a black
brought up in England and became a convert to the Christian faith in 1686. His height, nearly seven
feet, is marked in the porch of Clifton Church, Nottingham, England. Also given the name was a
dwarf, 3 feet and 32 years of age, exhibited in 1712 at the Duke of Marlborough's Head, Fleet Street,
London. Lou Adams was dubbed The Black Prince when he was in charge of the trade union
representing railway train drivers. He had a Virgin locomotive named after him. The devil was also
given the name Black Prince.

Black Agnes, Countess of Dunbar, from her olive skin and black hair, became a folk hero after she
forced the English Earl of Salisbury to lift the siege of her Castle in 1337. Black Knight was the
nickname given to Keith Hallawell the former chief constable and UK Government drugs tsar. He
gained the name from his dark suits, stony face and black Porsche said to give him an
uncompromising image as a crime fighter. Dulip Singh the last maharaja of the Punjab and deposed
by the British, went to live at Elvedon Hall, on the Norfolk/Suffolk border was also known locally as
the Black Prince. Sir Walter Scott’s novel Black Dwarf was based on the life of David Ritchie a 3 feet
6 inches high, a native of Tweeddale where Scott visited in 1797.
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At the start of the sixteenth century, Sir Duncan Campbell built the Black Castle of Benderloch as
described in the Black Book of Taymouth. He was called Black Campbell of the Cowl. After the
building of another of his castles at Edinample, he threw the mason from the battlements to avoid
paying the bill. At Finlarig Castle he built a beheading block and pit. He was also known for extending
his lands from east to west coasts forcing many smaller clans into near extinction.

Black Tom was the nickname for the Lord High Treasurer of Ireland, the 10t Earl of Ormonde (1532-
1614), from his black looks and disagreeable manner. Black Tom Tyrant, was the nickname for
Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford (1593-1641), and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, because of his
policies supporting Charles I. Charles Il himself was called Black Boy, because of his swarthy
complexion. Bartholomew Roberts, or Black Bart, was a notorious C17 pirate said to have plundered
400 ships in just 4 years. Sir Thomas Fairfax, Black Tom because of his dark complexion, born in
1618, fought with Cromwell and the Roundheads in the Civil War. He was victorious in a string of
important battles with the Cavaliers. Although a commissioner of the High Court he refused to
attend the trial of Charles | and was “detained at prayer” at the time of the king’s execution. Richard
(Black Dick), Earl Howe (1726-1799), the British Admiral also had a dark complexion.

Blackfoot, plural Blackfeet, a member of either of two North American Plains Algonquin Indian
tribes, the Silksika and Sihasapa, inhabiting the northwest US and southwest Canada in C19. They
formed one of the strongest Indian federations in early C19. The name was taken from the colour of
their moccasins. Blackfoot is also the name of their Algonquian language. Black Kettle was Chief of
the Indian Arapaho tribe who made a peace treaty with the USA Government. This was broken by
the Colorado Volunteers and 200 Cheyenne were slaughtered. He was murdered by a Methodist
minister soldier at the Sand Creek massacre on the 29 November 1864. Black Elk was a medicine
man of the Ogalala Sioux, author of Black Elk Speaks. John Black Feather was the great grandson of
Long Wolf whose body he had exhumed from Brompton Cemetery in London and returned it to USA.
Long Wolf was a Sioux warrior who had died in 1892 while taking part in Buffalo Bill Cody’s Wild
West Show in London.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, or Black Michael was a long serving Chancellor of the Exchequer in the late
C19 presenting a record number of seven budgets. He was so-called because of his austere manner
and the way he dealt with his opponents. Black Jack was the nickname given to two American
generals, J.A. Logan during the C19 USA Civil War and John Pershing during WWI. The name given to
the Zulu chief Shaka (d.1828) was Black Napoleon because he was an excellent military strategist
and a fearsome opponent and conqueror. Black Moses was the name given to Harriet Tutman
(1823-1913) because of her role as participant in the Underground Railway, the escape route for
many slaves from the south US to the north before the abolition of slavery in 1865. She helped 300
people in 19 missions.

Black Sam Bellamy was one of England's richest and most notorious pirates who died on April 26th
1770 when his ship, the Whydah Galley, was driven onto a sandbank at Cape Cod. He was so called
because he tied his hair with a black ribbon.

Black Madonna was the neo-fascist Italian Alessandra Mussolini, from fascism’s colour of black. She
is the granddaughter of Benito Mussolini the former dictator of Italy. Nelson Mandela, the leader of
the African National Congress, was nicknamed Black Pimpernel in 1962 because of his continual
evasion of the South African police before his eventual incarceration in prison. He was so-called after
the Baroness Orczy’s fictional Scarlet Pimpernel, named after the flower. The Argentinean footballer
Pele was called The Black Pearl in the 1970's. The Black Baron of Paris was the French eccentric
Albert Maltret, known for stunt flying over Paris and touching down briefly on the Champs-Elysees in
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the summer of 1988. He was heavily fined and spent 70 days in detention. The Black Flash was Pat
Barratt, the European light welter weight boxing champion in 1990. The Prince of Darkness, C16,
was the devil, Satan; darkness alludes to that of Hell as opposed to the lightness and enlightenment
of Heaven. Viktor Alksnis, a USSR people's deputy was called the Black Colonel for his shadowy
conspiracies against President Mikhail Gorbachev. Black Flower was the name given to Pasquale
Belsito, an Italian said to be a right wing mercenary who was on the run for 21 years before capture
in Madrid in 2001. Black Panther was the name given to Donald Neilson who kidnapped and killed
heiress Lesley Whittle, committed two other murders and many robberies. He was given the name
because the black-hooded Neilson “fought like a cornered animal” as he was arrested by two
policemen. He was guilty of kidnapping and multiple murders and died in 2011 after spending 35
years in prison.

There have been a number of Black Widows. It was the name given to Elfriede Blauensteiner, the
woman found guilty of poisoning a pensioner in one of the most notorious trials in Austria’s history.
The Black Widow of the Cote d'Azur is the name given to Patricia Daghorn who over a number of
years allegedly preyed on lonely men, moving in before separating them from their money. She
went on trial in 2018, was found guilty and imprisoned. The name was also given to a Japanese
woman, Chisako Kakehi who allegedly poisoned a number of rich men.

Black Nell was the name of the horse ridden by Wild Bill Hickock, famous outlaw of the American
West, C19, while Black Bess was the name of horse that belonged to Dick Turpin as well as that
given to the Bugatti 5 litre, 4 cylinder engine car built in 1914. The Black Prince and the Black Knight
were motorcycles made by Vincent in Stevenage between 1936 and 1955.

Black mammy is an obsolete early C16 term for a black woman hired to look after the family
children in the south USA. Blackie is a nickname given to people surnamed Bird. In the West Indies,
black backra is a term of respect for a black man, and black nayga is a black person who is darker
and purely African.

Black peter in Dutch tradition, the name (Zwarte Piet) given to any of the Moorish boys attending
Saint Nikolaas, patron saint of ships, and who is linked with the figure of Father Christmas. His feast
day is celebrated on December 5 when, it is said, he travels from his home in Spain in a great white
steamship to pay his annual visit to The Netherlands. He rides a white stallion over the rooftops with
Saint Nicholas while his assistants go down chimneys delivering presents.

Timea Faludi, the Black Angel, was a Budapest nurse accused for murdering 30-35 patients by
administering lethal doses of drugs; she said that she had not wanted to kill the patients but to
relieve their pain.

black, political

One of the foremost officials in the UK Parliament is Black Rod, a shortened version of the official
title Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod, whose duties include the maintenance of order in the UK
House of Lords. He is also an officer of the Order of the Garter. From 1700 he has been able to
appoint a Yeoman Usher of the Black Rod. The name derives from the black staff surmounted by a
gold lion, which is his staff of office. Black, as Black Act is used in connection with law making in
three ways. It is the common term for an Act of Parliament, in effect between 1722 and 1827,
prescribing the death penalty for specific Game Law offences. The Act was aimed at deer-stealers in
Epping Forest who blackened their faces and were known as Blacks. It was also the familiar name
given by Europeans in India to an act of the Indian Legislature in 1836 subjecting them in civil cases
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to the jurisdiction of native courts. The third meaning belongs to those Scottish Parliamentary Acts
printed between C13-17, from the colour of the print characters. The Black Parliament, 1529-1536,
is a slang reference to that which brought about the official break with the Roman church. In
Scottish law, a black ward was a holding in ward by a sub vassal who also held in ward of his
superior. A black budget is one that is strongly deflationary and which increases taxes, especially
those of 1930 and 1958 in New Zealand. A black paper is a document critical of existing policy or
practice of government or other institution, as opposed to a white paper, which outlines such
official policy. In modern British politics, the black section is the unofficial designation of
constituency groups within the Labour party working in the interests of black people.

A term used in Florence, Italy from the early C14 was Blacks and Whites which referred to members
of the political group Neri, Blacks, supporters of the Pope, as opposed to the Bianchi, Whites, who
were opposed. Black-neb is a person who sympathised with France during and after the revolution;
it also generally applied to any democratic sympathizer during the late C18. To the gentleman in
black velvet is a toast made by Jacobites in C18, in honour of the mole that made the hole that is
said to have led to the death of William Il by causing his horse to stumble. During election
campaigns in C20 US, a black advance is disinformation issued by a political candidate in advance of
his appearance and designed to confuse the opposition campaigners and supporters; a dirty tricks
stratagem. Contrast with white advance which contains only information favourable to the issuing
candidate. The Black Papers was a series on education inspired by Brian Cox and written between
1969 and 1977. These attacked permissiveness in the classroom and lack of parental guidance and
discipline.

Black spider memos is the slang term applied to letters written by Prince Charles to politicians on
subjects of current interest, from the spidery handwriting.

Operation Black Vote was the name of a campaign designed to counter apathy and increase voter
turnout among ethnic minorities in the local elections of 2002. This was aimed at decreasing the
influence of the right wing British National Party after Jean-Marie Le Pen’s success in France. Images
were shown of the shadow of a grasping black hand against a red, white and blue background and
titled “Insecurity. France loses its bearings”. This black hand campaign was used by Jacques Chirac to
represent a menace and the loss of traditional family values — it was not intended as a subliminal
racist message. It is reminiscent of the techniques used by Jean Marie Le Pen far right National Front

party.

black, print

Unsurprisingly the printing trade was called the black art. Black in typography is a mark on the
printed page caused when a lead spacer is equal in height to the type. Black and white also black on
white is a statement dating from the C16 meaning something written, printed or pictured, as
opposed to verbal statement, or to preserve in print. The degree of blackness in a typeface is called
the weight.

Black print, also bold face, refers to heavy black letters used in printed text for special emphasis, e.g.
in auction catalogues to highlight those lots expected to sell for higher prices. At horse sales, the
names of horses that have won races of high prestige or value are so printed. Black print refers also
to the film or plate containing the black element in the four-colour printing process. Black letter,
dating from the early C17, is a medieval type face, Gothic or German, common in early printing and
characterized by black heavy vertical and angular strokes without curves, as distinct from ‘Roman’
type. Black literature is that printed in black letter. The term chalcanthous, Greek, khalkos, copper,



42

plus anthos, flower, is used to denote dark, as of ink or blacking. Chalcanthite, or hydrated copper
sulphate, blue vitriol, is used in some inks.

In printing and binding, black-step marks are the collating marks printed on the fold between the
first and last pages of each section. The usual size is 12 points deep by 5 points wide, its position
being stepped down for each successive section thus giving an immediate visual check on the
gathering.

Black pen manuscripts were paintings mainly of strong brush strokes of black ink. They seem
inspired by Buddhist and Manichean culture and probably date from the C14. As well as shamans
and dervishes they include scenes from daily life and imply that the artist travelled the Silk Road
from Iran possibly to China. They may be the work of Muhammad Siyah Qalam. Siah-Qalam means
black pen, hence Mohammad of the Black Pen.

black, religion

Many references are made to the black Genevan dress, the traditional clergyman’s cape or gown
dating from the time of the Reformation and originally used by Calvin in Geneva. For example, slang
terms for a priest dating from the C17 include black beetle, blackcoat, devil-dodger, black coat, and
black boy. Black cattle, was a popular mid C18-20 term for clergymen hence, a black cattle show
was a meeting of clergymen.

To the North American Indian a black robe was a Christian missionary or priest. A black fly was an
uncomplimentary term for a parson, from the fact that they were during the C18-19 collectors of
tithes. The Northumbrian term for a person who condemns everything and accuses everyone is a
black-mouthed Presbyterian. Black clergy are Russian Orthodox Church monks who wear black, as
opposed to white clergy who are parish or secular priests. Taking the black veil signifies the
marriage of a nun to God and is accompanied by the changing of her habit from the white veil,
received as an indication of her betrothal, to the black. Black socks is the name given to any of
several religious groups who oppose the use of church buildings in north east USA. From the C19 a
criminal disguised as a clergyman was a black-coat blackguard.

Black Friars, from the Norman French, brother, also Augustine or Austin or black canons, are
members of the Dominican Order of mendicant, i.e. friars living entirely on alms. The Order was
founded in 1215 by St Dominic. The other three orders are the Carmelites, or White Friars, the
Franciscans, or Grey Friars and the Augustinians. The Black Monastery in Wittenberg was a home of
German Augustinian black canons. Black monks, i.e. members of communities vowed to poverty,
chastity and obedience, are Benedictines, founded by St Benedict around 540AD. Colours refer to
that of the dress. Black Josephs is the popular name given by Catholics of Australia to the Sisters of
St. Joseph, also from the colour of their habit. The Black Pope was the name given to the head of the
Jesuits, the Roman Catholic Society of Jesus, from the colour of the habit of the order and the great
power of its leader during the papacy of Pius IX in the mid C19. Communists labelled the Roman
Catholic Church the Black International. Jesuit missionaries to the Indians in C19 west US were
called black gowns, an C18 term for any intellectual or person of superior education.

The black rubric, Rubrike from ruber red ochre, is the statement inserted into the Second Book of
Common Prayer of King Edward in 1552 concerning kneeling when receiving communion. Rubrics
are instructions for conduct of Christian services and are normally printed in red. However, in the
C19 it was considered that this was a declaration rather than a specific instruction and was then
printed in black. The expression was first used at this time. In modern prayer books it is again
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printed in red. A black fast is a medieval custom being a highly austere type of fasting practiced in
Lent and before ordination. Hence, black-fasting, is a Northumbrian term denoting a particularly
rigorous regime of fasting. The same term was used to describe a fast against a person for the
purpose of casting spells on or calling for retribution on them from a higher authority. Black mass is
a popular term for the Roman Catholic requiem mass for the dead at which black vestments are
worn by the officiants. Black mass is also an anti-Christian parody of a mass, the rite at which black
candles are used, performed by Satanists in which the Devil is invoked in place of God. The black
saunt, or Black Sanctus is a corrupt form of the hymn that precedes celebration of the Eucharist at a
Catholic Mass. The black psalm is a text reputed to have sinister power in Newfoundland. The saying
to sing the black psalm is used about children who are crying, C18-19.

The Black Rood of Scotland was an ebony crucifix into which was set what was believed to be a piece
of the true cross of Christ. It was given to the Scottish nation by St. Margaret in 1093, taken by the
English in 1346, and lost after the Reformation. Black Virgin statues date from the C12 and are
found mostly in France, Spain, Switzerland and Poland. Statues blackened by age or staining were
brought by the Crusaders from the Holy Land back to northern Europe, where they became
associated chiefly with Mary Magdalene. The Black Madonna of Loreto is a statue made of cedar
wood. Her shrine in Italy is said to contain the only earthly relic of Mary, and to be on the site of the
house where she lived and received the Annunciation. The Black Virgin of Guadalupe legend arose
when an Indian peasant visiting an ancient Aztec shrine to the Goddess Tonantzin outside
Tenochtitlan (Mexico City) reputedly had a vision of a black virgin with the face of an Indian. This
occurred on 12 Dec 1531. The Spanish invaders used this as a catalyst to fuse Indian paganism with
the cult of the Virgin Mary. This spread through South America creating the Catholicism with non-
Christian undertones that is still in evidence. It has been suggested that this was a confidence trick of
the Spanish conquerors. The black-painted priests of C14-C16 were those priests (Teopixque), who
painted themselves black, responsible in late pre-Hispanic central Mexico for transmission of
historical and religious traditions.

A black-letter day is one noted for misfortune or bad luck. The Romans used charcoal to mark
unlucky days and white chalk for lucky ones. The term may also refer to liturgical calendars, in which
only saints' days and other festivals are printed in red, hence black-lettered. Black-Cross Day is
St.Mark's Day, April 25th, in the Christian calendar when crosses are draped in black for those who
will die in the coming year.

The stone kissed by pilgrims to Mecca which has been worshipped since before the time of
Mohammed is called the Black Stone. It is perhaps of meteoric origin, possibly of lava or basalt,
polished, reddish-black and 12 inches in diameter and said by Muslims to be one of the white stones
of paradise fallen from Heaven and turning black because of man's sins. Also, that it was a gift to
Abraham from the angel Gabriel. It is the holiest object in the Ka’ba, the house of Allah in Mecca and
is the focus of the hajj pilgrimage. The Black Stone is also an emblem of Saturn in Persian legend.
The Black Muslim religion is a mixture of revivalist Christianity and Islamic theology.

The Black One, or Kali, the mother and the fierce destroyer of evil, is a Hindu goddess popular
particularly in eastern India. Her name means black, time and death. The name Black One is also
given to Macardit, a powerful spirit of the Dinka people of southern Sudan. She is bad and oxen
sacrificed to her must be black. The Black Hat Sect belongs to Tibetan Buddhism, the Kagyu, one of
the four ancient schools of Buddhism. The Black Kafir, Kalash Kafir or Siah Posh, are the only people
of the Hindu Kush to remain unconverted to Islam. The name distinguishes them from the Red Kafir
of Afghanistan who wore red robes. Black Thor was a Norse thunder-god depicted as a giant with a
hammer, a god of chaotic energy and great power, god of fertility. In late Northern paganism he was
at the head of the enemies of Jesus, the White Christ. Black Bear is a powerful spirit in the religion
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of the Osage Indians of North America. Named Wacabe, he was both a guardian and a symbol of
longevity.

black, sayings

Sayings for black fall into five groups — those referring to fauna, to flora, industry, weather, to colour
contrast, plus a miscellaneous group.

1. Fauna. Farm and domestic animals form useful reference points for black sayings. There are three
groups, those concerning farm animals, dogs and birds. Farm animals involved are sheep, pigs, hens
and a donkey. A black sheep is a person who has in some way disgraced the group or community of
which he is a member, e.g. black sheep of the family. This saying derives from the superstition that
the black sheep in a flock is marked by the Devil, and from the fact that its market value is less than
that of the white. So, it is a fair flock that has no black sheep meaning it is a very well-favoured
community that does not have at least one bad member. Bauld as a black faced wether, to be very
bold, a wether is a male sheep. A very black night in Scotland is described in it would be hard to
follow a black dockt sow through a burnt muir (moor) this night. Also, its hard driving a black pig in
the dark, meaning that the task at hand is very difficult, and its as dark as black hogs, from east
England. A black hen can lay a white egg, means it is possible for a bad person to do some good, a
saying from Scotland and Ireland. To ride the black donkey, is C19-20 costers' slang for cheating in
weight of goods sold, or means to be obstinate and ill-tempered.

To blush like a black dog means not to blush; to be without shame, this dates from the mid C17. To
have a black dog on your back was to be in a bad temper in C19 Wiltshire. Like butter in the black
dog’s hause, means altogether lost or no good. Hause or halse means throat in Scotland and north
England.

All eyes and guts, like a balchin blackbird, was said of a fat child; a balchin is the unfledged young of
any bird in north England. In USA to jabber like a bunch of blackbirds, means to talk incessantly
without making too much sense. The raven said to the rook ‘stand away black coat’ means a
criticism from someone to whom an equal criticism applies. In Scotland to make a blackcock of, is to
shoot someone. A blackcock is a male grouse, the female is known as a grey hen. Also in the USA,
dark as a stack of black cats means very dark. A black swan is a preverbial expression for something
rare or non-existent.

2. Flora. There are many sayings based on the blackberry a common native British hedgerow shrub.
This is an unfriendly thorny bush, so, to leap like a cock at a blackberry, is to make a great effort
without much result and as friendly as a black-kite bush, is not very friendly. The latter is a north
England saying where black-kite is a name for the blackberry. The abundance on the fruit is reflected
in Shakespeare’s Henry IV, plentiful as blackberries, meaning they are so common they are cheap.
Also reflecting cheapness is not worth a blackberry. Other blackberry sayings have a wide range of
meaning. You'll never get from the bramble but a blackberry, means that in the natural order of
things a plant can only yield what it is meant to yield. To go a-blackberrying is to wander away,
especially to be missing when needed and as fast as a maid can eat blackberries, is doing things
quickly. In the USA blackberry babies are illegitimate children, from the story to children that babies
are found beneath blackberry bushes. Clear as the inside of a blackberry pie means confused or
obscure, also from the USA. The single non-blackberry saying is every bean has its black, or bad
things happen to everyone.
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3. Industry. The dirt and grime associated with heavy industry yields a group of black sayings.
Necessity is coal-black means necessity admits no compromise. The smith and his penny are both
black, or, a person's property and relations give clues to his character. To have a blacksmith's eye, is
to be a good observer and judge and to carry the blacksmith, is said of a horse if the shoe on one
hoof hits that on another. The saying from the north and west England cannot say black's his nail,
means cannot find fault with someone. The richer the cobbler the blacker his thumb, is a sign of
industry, the more one prospers, the harder one appears to have worked.

4. Weather. Black clouds are symbolic of gloom or trouble. Hence the metaphor after black clouds,
clear weather, meaning peace follows the settling of an argument and clarification follows a
misunderstanding. A Yorkshire weather prediction is when the sun sets black a westerly wind will
not lack. Black over Will's (Bill's) mothers refers to the colour of the sky and impending rain.

5. Colour contrast. This combines the use of black with white. Hence, black and white, also black on
white is a symbol of opposites, for example, evil and good, night and day, sleep and wakefulness,
defilement and purity. Black and white is also a consideration of a complex subject in over-simplified
terms. Two blacks do not make a white, means two wrong actions do not make a right one and to
swear that black is white is to maintain unequivocally that something is true when in reality it is not.
A black plum is as sweet as a white means that a black person is as good as a white. In Ireland the
blackest thorn bears the whitest blossom is a good action is even more commendable when
performed by a bad person. Lilies are whitest in a blackamoor's hand refers to a characteristic being
more pronounced when contrasted with its opposite. From the Caribbean spending black is white is
used to describe those spending a lot of money without regard.

6. Miscellaneous. To paint a black picture is to be pessimistic and to put up a black is to make a
serious mistake. Dating from C16, to say black’s your eye, or black is his eye is to find fault with or to
accuse. The way to keep a man out of the mud is to black his boots, this will provide the incentive
to improve his position in life. From the C17 the pot calling the kettle black, or black arse refers to
accusing someone of having a fault which one has oneself or of being guilty of an offence of which
they are also guilty. Black is the whistle of my eye is a sailor’s term indicating a rebuttal of a charge
of misdemeanour, insisting that he had told the truth. To beat black and blue dates from the early
C14 and is a popular description of bruising, especially when severe and extensive; after the colour
of the bruise. To give a bottle a black eye, to drink all or most of a bottle of spirits. Like the Black
Hole of Calcutta refers to any hot, humid, suffocating environment. Some sayings are racial in origin.
To work like a black is a USA reference to slavery, meaning to work very hard, and to run like a black
is to run very quickly, a reference to slaves escaping. From Australia, if someone could sell
boomerangs to the blacks, they are very good at persuading and selling. To wash a blackamoor
white is to work on a task that has no hope of success. This was collected in 1543 in west England,
and originates from one of Aesop’s fables. The devil's not as black as he's painted is a saying
meaning a person may not be as bad as his critics say.

black, science

A blackbody is a hypothetical surface providing zero reflection by absorbing all the radiant energy
that reaches it, and black-body radiation is that emitted from the inside of a cavity which permits
only non-selective light absorption and scattering processes to occur. Radiation emitted depends
only on the cavity temperature. Hence, black-body temperature. A black-surface enclosure is one
from which the interior surfaces emit radiation characteristic of a blackbody. A black-bulb is a
thermometer, the bulb of which has been blackened to simulate the condition of a blackbody.
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Black light is the common term for emissions in the near visible spectrum, i.e. infra-red and ultra-
violet. Hence, a blacklight trap is one using ultra-violet light to attract insects. Black heat a heat just
less than dull red heat at which iron and steel turn black. Also it describes heat from a low-resistance
electric element that does not become red.

A black hole is a region in space into which matter collapses when captured in an intense
gravitational field. It possibly results from the collapse of a star and no light can escape from it. Black
drop is an apparent dark elongation of the planets Venus or Mercury when their images in the
telescope are at the sun's limb. This is caused by a finite optical resolution of the telescope coupled
with the darkening profile of the solar limb. A black dwarf is a non-luminous, very dense, cold star.

A black box to members of the Royal Air Force in 1942 during WWII was an aircraft navigator's
instrument to enhance night vision. It also refers to an instrument to record commercial aircraft in-
flight data; it is often painted a high visibility colour such as orange or red. Black box describes a
system such as a computer or data processing unit designed to fulfil a particular function without the
operator having detailed knowledge of how the system works. A black carbon counter is an
instrument for radiocarbon dating. After the carbon in a sample has been converted to carbon black,
it is placed in a steel cylinder and its radiation measured with a Geiger counter.

A number of black terms are associated with television, video and facsimile. Black compression, also
black saturation, is the reduction in the contrast of dark areas of a television picture caused by a
reduction in picture signal gain. The black peak is the maximum black direction video signal and
black level is the amplitude of the television signal that corresponds to the black areas in the
transmitted image. Black crush is an electronic reduction of the black level in television to produce a
greater contrast with white captions. Black screen is a method of increasing TV screen contrast by
reducing the intensity of ambient light reflected from the screen. This is achieved using a neutral
filter or a dark coloured phosphor. Blacker than black is a TV or facsimile signal transmission term
involving signal levels that control black transmission. Black after white is a television receiver
defect in which a dark line appears beside vertical white edges. Black recording is a measure of the
maximum received power. In facsimile or black transmission the black signal is that arising from the
darkest area of the top copy. A black scope is a cathode-ray tube operating at the threshold of
luminescence when no video signals are being applied.

black, similes

These can be classed under headings.

1. Coal or fire. Black as a: burnt log, coal, a cob (lump of coal, north England), soot, a
collier's/coalman's sack, a crook (the hook in a fireplace); the hake (hook) up the chimney (east
England), the habern or stock (the hob of a fire, midlands England), the aister (chimney-back, north
England), blacksmith, a tinker, a tinker's pot.

2. Natural features or objects. Black as a: Alaskan sealskin, a bag, blindness, blackberry or a bleg
(blackberry, north England), blackthorn, a bullace (wild damson, north England), a coot, a crow,
ebony, a mazzard (dark cherry, Ireland, southwest England), jet, midnight, night, a blackbird or an
ousel (blackbird, north England), pitch, thunder, a tulgy (a dark coloured gull, southwest England),
sloes (especially of eyes), a bull’s backside, New Zealand, the inside of a cow, New Zealand, a wet
Friday, (meaning to look extremely angry), black cat, black clouds, black cock, black dog, black ox,
black sheep.
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3. Manufactured objects. Black as: the ace of spades (or the ten of clubs), your hat (the miner’s
hard hat that has a candle stuck to it), ink, a shoe, a well, a billy (cooking pot), New Zealand.

4. Frightening elements or places. Black as: the devil, the Earl of Hell, Old Harry, Old Nick, or
Hummer/Humber north England, or various items belonging to him, such as his hoof, his nutting
bag or poke (coal sack, north England), riding boots, or waistcoat, or where he lives, Hell or Hades, a
witch, a boggart (poltergeist or ghost), Newgate, sin.

5. Ironic comment. Black as: snow in London, in Canada Toby's arse, or collie’s, colly’s arse. Who
Toby was is not known, but collie and colly refer to coal industry workers.

6. Oddments. Black as a blackamoor, black psalm, black pudding, a musterer (one who rounds up
cattle

black, transport

A black snake was mid C19 USA slang for a long whip-lash used by teamsters and stage-coach
drivers. This was named after any one of several types of black snake, for example, the Coluber
constrictor and C. alleghaniensis. Hence, to blacksnake means to flog with such a whip. A black
bumper is a member of a relatively liberal Amish or Mennonite sect in east USA that permits the use
of automobiles. Their practice was to paint the bumpers of their cars black for the purpose of
identification. In the USA blacktop, also black-top is a black bituminous road-paving material used as
a top layer over a base of crushed rock. To blacktop is to so surface a road.

The black gang referred to railway firemen and engineers working on the Great Western Railway
who had broken some actual or perceived code of behaviour. Such men received a cut in pay and
given boring shunting work to do. The Black Five, named from its livery, was a Class V two-cylinder
4-6-0 steam locomotive built to a W A Stanier design by Armstrong and Whitworth in the mid-late
1930s for the London Midland and Scottish Railway.

A blackout is a period in which discounts especially in airfares are withdrawn. Blackjack was a C19
London bag-maker's term for a small black trunk.

In the early 1900's a black spot was associated with financially depressed areas. At that time Charles
Booth recorded the living conditions of London's inhabitants. On his social map, yellow was used to
represent areas where the wealthy upper classes live, dark red the well-to-do middle classes, paler
red the fairly comfortable, dark blue the very poor in chronic want, and black a place in which the
"lowest class, vicious semi-criminal” lives. More recently in the 1930s the term began to be applied
to an area associated with problems, particularly a stretch of road where accidents tend to occur.
Now it is also used more generally to denote any particularly difficult or dangerous place.

black, war

During the C16 a blackguard was a menial servant, a camp-follower, one who guards the kitchen
equipment of the army. By the end of the C17 a blackguard was a soldier’s boy, one who blacks
boots and shoes on the street or performs other tasks, especially for troops; from their dirty
appearance. The black-guards' pay-off, was the lowest scale of sailors' pay, reserved for men of low
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character and bad conduct. A swartrutter, literally black trooper, refers to mercenary soldiers who
fought in the Netherlands in C16,17. They wore black clothes and armour and had blackened faces.

In C19 Indian Army slang a blackpot was a Eurasian apothecary in an army hospital. A light
punishment for a minor offence given to soldiers in Gibraltar in C18-early C19 was the black strap,
the name also given to poor quality local red wine given to sailors. Black powder, a term used from
the Middle Ages is gunpowder, a relatively low-powered explosive, containing approximately 75%
potassium nitrate, 10% sulphur and 15% carbon. On explosion it released thick black sulphurous
clouds of smoke. Initially it was used for blasting, then, when refined, for firearms and artillery. It
was superseded by the invention of explosives. Black rain, was a term used by the French to
describe the effects of the first container canister, prerunner of the artillery shell, fired from cannon.
The device was invented by Lieutenant Shrapnel and the missiles contained a black powder for
bursting over enemy troops.

In west USA a black-eyed Susan, also blue lightning, was a six-shot revolver said to be so-called
because it looked like a flower when looking into the barrel.

The Black Hole of Calcutta was the common name for the infamous prison at Fort William, the
headquarters of the British Army in India where 124 British prisoners died in a small cell. They were
put there with 23 others by the Nawab of Bengal in 1756: hence the saying meaning any hot, humid,
suffocating environment. The term black hole was also used to describe the area in mid Atlantic
Ocean that was out of reach to UK and USA aircraft during the Second World War. It is the area in
which the battle between allied merchant convoys and German U-boats took place.

The chambre noir, also cabinet noir, French, black room, was a general name for a place set up to
crack enemy coded messages, for example under Queen Elizabeth | in England, also Louis XIll in
France. Such establishments were set up in most European countries for the purpose of censoring
mail addressed to embassies. La chambre noir, French black room, was also the name of the council
chamber where Napoleon Il received his agents and planned for war. Later, and more generally
during WWI, for example, when mail from troops at the front was examined before being sent on.
The pretext was to prevent morale being affected at home. The USA equivalent, the Cipher Bureau,
was set up in 1919. The black chamber was the office of the Cipher Bureau of the US State and War
Departments set up to continue code breaking after the First World War. It proved to be of more use
economically than militarily and was closed in 1929.

The Black Watch is the official title of the 42" Royal Highland Regiment of the British army. The
original Black Watch (1725) consisted of six independent companies of clansmen loyal to the King,
posted in small groups to keep watch on highland clans. The name referred to their dark green and
black tartan which distinguished them from red-coated English troops performing a similar task. The
Black Legion, also the Black Horde, were German soldiers under the Black Duke of Burgundy who
fought with the British under Wellington at Quatre Bras against Napoleonic troops during April and
June 1815.

The Black Button Bastards, also Black Button Mob or Green Jackets were First World War names
given to men of the Rifle Brigade of the British army. They marched with a fast pace and when
marching on narrow tracks often caused chaos in the rear ranks of infantry marching in front of
them. They were formed in 1800, but the black names date from the Battle of the Somme. The
names are derived from the uniform which was a dark rifle green with black piping and facings. The
Black Flags were Chinese bandits and mercenary groups active in Annam and Tongking 1873-5. They
were called on by mandarins of Hanoi to oppose the French leading to 10 years of bitter guerrilla
war. During the C19 this was also the name given to the forces of the Caliph of Baghdad.
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Blackout is the general term for precautions taken against night air attack during the First and
Second World Wars involving the extinction of outdoor lights and covering doors and windows with
opaque material. A black-man during the C19 was slang for a fictitious man, numbered but not
present, in the mustering of an army unit. The black hand gang was a First World War term for a
party of volunteers (when possible) selected for dangerous work, such as a raid on enemy trenches.
Black art was Forces slang for an instrument of which the method of operation was unknown. Black
bag postings, always carried in a black briefcase, contained the postings of successful Special Air
Service students. The Black Hand Gang was a group of Bosnian-Serbs members of which killed
Archduke Ferdinand in an attempt to cause an uprising that would lead to Bosnia becoming part of
Serbia. Instead it led to the start of the First World War.

Black maria, also coalbox, or Jack Johnson (the black boxer), or woolly bear, was WWI slang for any
big German high explosive howitzer shell, or for its burst of thick black smoke, timed to explode in
the air. It was possibly so called from the London police van, although the Germans used schwarze
Marie for a heavy naval gun.

Black propaganda is false information spread through the enemy, information that by implication
arises from within enemy sources while black radio is a broadcast used in psychological warfare by
one side, so disguised as to appear to have originated with the opponent. A black show was Royal
Air Force slang for a mistake or bad performance. Black troops was the nickname given to
themselves by Dominion Air Force personnel during the Second World War. They were not coloured
troops, and the reference seems to be an ironic one reflecting on British ignorance of living
conditions in their homelands. A blue light was a gunner in the Navy, C19-20 slang.

Black Cats was the nickname of the USA 13th Airborne Division. It was also given to the guards of
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi because of their black uniforms. The Second World War name
given by the Germans to the US Rangers during the invasion of Italy in 1943 was Black Death derived
from the blackened faces and silent approach used.

The Black Panthers was the all-black 761 Tank Battalion of the USA Army formed as a public
relations exercise by President Roosevelt during the Second World War. It spearheaded the
American advance across Europe in 1945. The name was also the code name for the experimental
work into air fighter tactics at night using radar-equipped Avenger torpedo planes. The Black Bishop
was the Austrian Bishop Alois Hudal who openly supported the Nazis during WWII and was
responsible for helping many German soldiers escape to South America. He was so named by Simon
Wiesenthal the Nazi hunter.

The Blackhawk was the 86th Division, USA infantry named after the bird which is said to be a symbol
of tenacity and cunning. This was also the name of the primary division-level transport helicopter
manufactured by Sikorsky, USA, first flown in 1974. In 1989 an updated model was introduced
incorporating low reflectance paint, invisible smoke and flame generation and increased crash
worthiness. The Blackbird was the SR-71 Mach 3 plane once used to spy on the Soviet Union and
Cuba. It was then used as a test bed for the National Aerospace plane designed to orbit the earth at
a speed of Mach 15.

The Black Arrows was an RAF aerobatic display team formed in 1956, at one time consisting of 22
members flying in formation. There were, along with other squadron teams such as the Blue
Diamonds, in 1964 replaced by the Red Pelicans and in 1965 by the currently flying professional Red
Arrows.
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Black bag postings were postings brought from London to Staff College in a black briefcase naming
the successful SAS Special Air Service students.

Black Widows was the name given to the alleged Chechen Muslim extremist suicide women
bombers who were responsible for the 2002 theatre siege in Moscow. Since then they have caused
several explosions at many Moscow sites, thought to be avenging the deaths of male Chechen
relatives by Kremlin forces. Their activities included the 2004 Beslan school hostage crisis which
resulted in the death of 334 civilians including186 children.

The 31 July 1970, the day sailors of the Royal Navy were issued with the last of their daily tot of rum
is known as Black Tot Day. This had been a tradition for more than 300 years following the British
capture of Jamaica. In the tropics ale went sour quickly.

black, weather

In Jamaica to black up is for a sky to become overcast before rain and in the UK the saying “It’s black
over Will’s mothers” refers to the colour of the sky and impending rain. Black rain is that blackened
by particles of smoke, dust and fungal spores gathered during its fall. In particular it is caused by
black smoke, large amounts of fossil fuel smoke containing a heavy proportion of particulates from
the inefficient burning of fossil fuels, particularly from the burning of high sulphur content coal.
Similarly, black snow is discoloured by falling through air that is heavy with particulate matter. The
black south-easter is a violent wind off the Cape of Good Hope, South Africa in which vapoury clouds
called the Devil’s table cloth appear on Table Mountain. A squall accompanied by black clouds is a
black squall and a black fog is a heavy, dense fog at Cape Cod, USA. A black blizzard, also black
roller, black wind, is a severe storm characterised by strong winds carrying heavy clouds of soil and
dust over a wide area, particularly in the dust bowl area of USA and the Canadian Prairie. Black frost,
also black ice, is a condition of freezing air, but without the presence of white hoar frost. A thin layer
of ice is formed from water and silt mixture, especially treacherous on roads because it is virtually
invisible to the car driver.

Black is generally descriptive of a sky that is overcast with low, dark cloud. In the south USA a
blackberry storm is a spring storm, often cold, when blackberries are in bloom. In the UK a
blackberry summer is a period of particularly good weather in autumn, as late as October and refers
to the time when these berries are ripening. A blackthorn winter is a cold spell that sometimes
accompanies the blossoming of the blackthorn or sloe shrub.
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THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE, A COLOUR WORD COMPENDIUM

BLUE
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blue, introduction

blue, Old French bleu, Old Norse bldr, dark blue livid. C13. Old English blaw was used as a term for
brightness as well as a hue term but it did not survive into Middle English. Before 1300 it was
replaced by the mainly hue terms blewe, bleu. The present spelling became common from the early
C18, being used with flowers, colorants, cloth and referring to skin colouring affected by the cold or
bruising.

Blue is a hue similar to that of a cloudless sky or deep sea. It falls between green and violet in the
solar spectrum covering a wavelength span of approximately 445 nm — 490 nm.

Other roots indicating blue colour include:

Greek, kuanos, dark blue, hence cyan, in combination cyano- e.g. cyanosis, a bluey skin
discoloration. Cyan, also cyan-blue, is one of the subtractive primary colours that include yellow and
magenta. Hence cyanic, of a deep, azure blue colour, or blue, especially of flowers. Also cyaneous
(rare), of a deep blue colour; used by Pliney the Elder to describe the cornflower, midC1. Earlier in
Homer’s time, cC7-8BCE, cyaneous was used to describe the sea and meant dark rather than blue.
Persian, lazhuward, azure, deep blue, C14, the heraldic colour blue.

Latin, caeruleus, perhaps from caelum, sky, cerulean, deep blue, C17.

French, bleu, blue used, for example, in bas bleu, a bluestocking and bleu-jaune, blue-yellow

Blue, blueness, blueing (including with respect to laundry), blues (including with respect to
depression and music) n; blue, v; bluey, bluish, bluer, bluest, adj; bluely, adv; used in combination,
e.g. blue-black.

Scotland blae, Scotland, Ireland byue - in bird names, possibly influenced by Irish liagh, which covers
a colour range from grey to dull blue. Also as in blaeberry, blueberry, the bilberry or whortleberry,
north UK. Scotland bew, blue and bluachie, bluish.

For examples of use in Australia where blue is used to describe red for people, animals and objects
see the sections headed crime related, fauna, sayings, and transport and communications.

Azure is the major heraldic colour blue, this tends to be depicted as darker than bleu celeste, French
sky blue.

blue, alcohol

Many of the blue terms in respect to alcohol are based on two origins — the tradition of the
landlord’s dress and the blueness of cheap spirits caused by light scattering from small particles
therein.

The apron colour of the inn landlord or tapster (as well as butcher) was blue; hence in C18 slang he
was called an Admiral of the Blue, after the naval term. Then, to hoist the blue flag, was to become
a publican in midC18-earlyC19 slang. Blue-john, also afterwort, is a term dating from the early C18
referring to the second flow of beer in the fermentation process. Blue ale was a slang Somerset term
of this period being named after a large ale house The Blue Vein, near Bath. Today blue ale is
fermented in the presence of blueberries. Blue is a popular name for beer in Malta, perhaps from
the Blue Label beer brewed there.
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Blue, blue measure is a volume of two thirds of a pint, once used in licensed premises in parts of
Wales. It is a measure not recognized by the standards authorities. An obsolete New Zealand term is
a blue peter, or bluey, a stoneware blue jar or square-sided bottle originally holding a half or full
gallon for holding draught beer.

Blue or blue ribbon, blue ruin, blue stone or blue tape, is C18-19 slang used to describe an inferior
gin or whisky. The blue colour arises through light scattering from very fine particles. In late C19
Scotland slang blue stone was so inferior that it looked like blue stone vitriol or metal sulphate
which is naturally blue. Blue billy is C20 slang among tramps for raw methylated spirits. Blue train,
Afrikaans bloutrein, also blue ocean is a South African term for methylated spirits. Blue lady is the
New Zealand term for methylated spirits, which is blue from an added emetic designed to
discourage drinking.

Blaufrankische, from the German, is a red-wine grape cultivated in Austria, Hungary and elsewhere.
Blue mark was C19 underworld slang for a bow! of punch. A cocktail made by igniting a mixture of
Scotch whisky, sweetening and lemon peel, is known as a blue blazer from the blue flame of the
burning spirit. Blue blazes was C19 slang for any spirits or hard liquor. A Blue Moon cocktail is made
from the blue curacao, which contains blue food dye, gin and a twist of lemon. Blue wine is a type of
USA home-made wine produced from Concord grapes, while Blue Nun is the brand name of a
sweetish German Riesling wine, popular in 1970s UK; in 2002 it was relaunched in USA, Japan and
China.

The blue terms for gin led to blued or blewed meaning drunk or intoxicated from the spirit. In
general in early C19 USA blue meant to be intoxicated while in New Zealand blue blind is a term in
which both words mean drunk, hence, is very drunk. The phrase till all is blue is to drink until
intoxicated to near unconsciousness. Blue is also used in Germany to denote being drunk but in
France the word grey is used. In the West Indies an illegal drinking party, a shebeen, is blues.

In Australia a breathalyser, the bag used to measure alcohol content of exhaled breath, is called a
blue balloon.

blue, books

Blue Cliff Record, Japanese Hekigan-roku, is the book that records the teachings of the Zen master
Hslieh-tou Ch’ung-hsian in poetic form. It was written in C12.

In the UK, the Blue Book, generally a book with a blue binding, is in particular a blue paper-covered
report of Parliament and the Privy Council. It is also the name given to the London taxi driver
reference book from which they study to gain “the Knowledge” without which they are not
permitted to trade. The Blue Guide is the name given to a continuing series of travel guide books
first published in 1918. They were given a blue cover which distinguished them from the red of the
earlier Baedeker guides.

The Blue Book was Regulations for the order and discipline of the troops of the United States, written
by Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben, Washington Inspector General in 1778-9. This was a drill manual
based on what the author had learned while serving in the Prussian Army. The title is also given to
the list of names and other information about all persons holding USA government office. The Blue
Book is also a North American reference book listing the market value of a number of consumer
items.
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There are a number of blue books in Canada. One is tabled annually in the House of Commons,
Canada, listing estimated Government expenditure, another lists those Canadians considered to be
important socially. Also here the Blue Book is a university examination booklet.

In publishing, blues is the term for a work in progress between the stages of manuscript and final
print; so-called because of its resemblance to a blueprint. Blue is a television script in final form;
from the colour of the paper used; it is also the earliest rewrite of a film script. Blue pencil is a
symbol of editing, from the pencil traditionally used by editors. Its use is sometimes extended to
mean censorship. Hence, to blue-pencil is to edit or censor.

blue, colorants, see blue, colours

Woad, pre C11, from Old High German weit. Also pastel (French), and der Farber Waid (German).
Plant of the genus Isatis, especially I. tinctoria, once cultivated for a blue dye that can be extracted
from its leaves. Also called dyer's weed, the plant was used in the manufacture of other dyes. Woad
was used in ancient Egypt and by the ancient Britains who legendarily used it to stain their skin,
hence woaded, covered with the woad. The latter story arises from the translation of the Latin vitro
as woad in Julius Caesar’s comment referring to the Britons dying their skin blue. However, woad is
corrosive to the skin, eyes and cloth, also normally the translation of the word refers to ‘glass’.
Possibly this is in reference to the colour of the Roman blue glass and that woad was not used. The
freshly squeezed plant juice is insoluble in water and does not bind to cloth fibres. It can be
converted to the water soluble and binding leucoindigo or white indigo. Artificial indigo is
commonly used on denim with a bleach fixing agent but this is very polluting to rivers.

Woadwaxen is a Eurasian shrub Genista tinctoria, whose flowers yield a yellow dye. Indigo, also anil
(French), which supplanted woad, arrived in Europe in the Middle Ages. This is extracted from the
Indigofera tinctoria. Both dyes contain the same colorant indigotine. Gentian blue, C14, Latin
gentiana, is named after the lllyrian King Gentius who reportedly used it for medicinal purposes. This
purple-blue colour is extracted from the brightly flowered plant genus Gentiana. The root of the
European yellow gentian, Gentiana lutea, is used as a tonic. Anthocyanin, Greek, anthos flower plus
kuanos dark-blue, refers to any of the water-soluble pigments of flowers, which yield a wide range of
colours from red to blue.

Egyptian blue consists of copper silicate, which is ground calcined sand glass (frit), coloured with
copper ore and known in ancient Egypt since 3,000 BC. It gives a deep turquoise blue when used as a
glaze for ceramics, as in Egyptian faience glazed earthenware. Blue verditer, also Bremen blue, or
green verditer, is basic copper carbonate, a pigment of green, blue-green or blue colour.
Chalcanthite, C19, Greek khalkos, copper, plus anthos, flower, is the mineral blue vitriol, or
hydrated copper sulphate, used in some inks. Hence, chalcanthous, a term used rarely means dark,
as of ink or blacking. Delft blue was developed and widely used by Dutch potters in imitation of
oriental blue, a shade found on Chinese imported pottery in the early C18. Blue ochre, or Vivianite is
a rare blue earth pigment once occasionally used in medieval paintings in Northern and Central
Europe.

The deep blue to blue-green colour of the pigment cobalt blue is prepared from mineral cobalt.
Cobalt, from Middle High German, kobolt, means goblin. The pigments cobalt-blue, cobalt
ultramarine, Thenard’s blue, Vienna blue, Azure blue, Hungary blue, king’s blue are blue pigments,
containing cobalt aluminate, used in oil colour. German miners believed that it was placed in silver
ore by malicious goblins. The deep blue pigment used since the Middle Ages was one of the first
pigments to be produced synthetically (1802) when it was called Thénard's blue after its French
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chemist inventor. Other cobalt pigments include the violet cobalt phosphate, the bright yellow
potassium cobaltinitrite aureolin, cobalt-brown, cobalt-green, cobalt-pink, cobalt-red, and cobalt-
yellow. Willow blue, also mazarine blue, celeste, ultramarine blue and sky blue, is a cobalt blue
based material used for colouring pottery. Coventry blue was a reliable fast dye, hence one
explanation for the saying true blue.

Alkali blue is an early basic dye dating from 1862. Paris blue, also Prussian blue, is ferric
ferrocyanide while Turnbull's blue is ferrous ferricyanide. Methylene blue, Greek methy wine, plus
hyle wood, also methylthionine chloride is a dark green crystalline compound which forms a blue
solution in water and used as a biological stain. Trypan blue is also a biological microscope stain.
Blackley blue is a dye for paper pulp made from magenta and aniline. Blue black can be obtained by
burning grape vines and other natural products, today it is made by mixing this vine black with
ultramarine. It is a dark, nearly black pigment.

Genuine ultramarine blue, C16, Latin, ultra, beyond, mare, sea, is made from the highly valuable
lapis lazuli stone from China and Tibet, but other cheaper versions were available. These included
the much less stable copper carbonate called azura debilis or weak, inferior blue as opposed to
azura fin, or best quality blue, the name given to the more expensive pigment. This was abbreviated
to bis in medieval Latin manuscripts and colloquially became bice. The C16 manufactured version of
the pigment was called blue verditer from the French verddtre, greenish. Other names for blue bice
are derived from the ore names azurite blue and chessylite blue, also cendre blue from the French
for ashes. Voronet blue is a striking blue pigment used in the frescos at a convent at Voronet, west
of Suceava in Romania. It may have a base of the pigment lapis lazuli. Ultramarine is also called
oriental blue and artificial ultramarine is bleu de garance. Garance is French for madder, the red
dye. Ultramarine is a sodium aluminium silicate that contains sulphur. In brown ultramarine the
sulphur has been replaced by selenium and in grey ultramarine the sodium is replaced by
manganese. White ultramarine is made by heating aluminium silicate, carbon, sodium carbonate
and sulphur in the absence of air, this becomes green ultramarine on further processing. Violet
ultramarine is synthesised by heating ultramarine blue with ammonium chloride in air and
ultramarine red can be obtained by heating this with nitric acid. Yellow ultramarine, also silver
ultramarine and barium yellow, is ultramarine in which the sodium has been replaced with silver,
also red ultramarine which has been heated with hydrochloric acid. Mineral grey is the ash
remaining after the extraction of ultramarine from lapis lazuli.

Blue verdig, also whitewash, C16, is a mixture of lime and water, or of whiting, which is size and
water, used for whitening walls or ceilings. Whiting is finely divided chalk, calcium carbonate, a C15
term. Colour wash is made from lime, water and pigment mixtures.

Capri blue is a coal tar pigment dating from 1890 and named after the Blue Grotto on the island
Capri off the coast of Naples. Chinese blue is the name dating from C19 given to best quality
Prussian blue but is now more widely used. Grades of Prussian blue are called Berlin blue and steel
blue.

Smalt or smalt-blue, from the Germanic smalt smelt, is the deep blue colour of a silica glass
coloured with cobalt oxide and is now used as a pigment for enamels This is pulverized for use as an
artist’s paint, used, for example, by Bellini to extend costlier blue pigments. Smalt in C16 was known
as saxe blue or saxony blue, or saxon blue, a light blue-grey colour, which in 1753 became the name
of a dye made by dissolving indigo in sulphuric acid. These names derive from the French for Saxony,
where a dye of this colour originated. However, bleu de Saxe was the French name for Prussian
blue.
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During C17, smalt was with indigo the basis of laundry blue or washing blue used for reducing
yellowing when blu(e)ing household linen. For use in the laundry it was mixed with starch and
formed into lumps known as stone blue, fig blue or thumb blue. Other names included
Mecklenburg blue and queens blue. Various mixtures using ultramarine, indigo, Prussian blue,
methylene blue or aniline blue with a filler are marketed under the name. A blue bag is a bag for
carrying laundry blueing and to blue is to treat fabric with blue powder or liquid, blueing in USA.
Blue stone is a material used in laundering, consisting of a combination of indigo and whiting or
starch. Until the mid C20 Reckitts blue containing synthetic ultramarine was sold in small bags.
These were also known as bag blue, Paris blue, crown blue, laundry blue. Rival brands were Dolly
Blue in the UK and Mrs Stewart’s Blueing Bags in the USA. Reckitt owned Robin Blue is used on the
Indian subcontinent as a post-wash whitener. Dolly laundry blues were made in Lancaster UK so it
was natural that the local football club used that colour for their strip. Blue soap is made from beef
and sheep fat with plant ashes, it resembles bluish mottled marble. In the Caribbean this is a cheap
kitchen and laundry soap, which is blue and hard.

Litmus is a blue colouring matter obtained from lichens; that obtained from Roccella tinctoria turns
red in acid and blue again in alkali, and is used as a chemical indicator. Nigrosine is a blue-black or
dark blue dye obtained from aniline hydrochlorate. Trypan blue is a dye used to stain cells in
biological research.

blue, colours, see also blue, colorants

Cambridge blue is a shade of light blue used to represent the University in sports. It was adopted in
1836 but had been used as Eton blue by Eton scholars since the C15. Baby blue is a light, pale pastel
colour associated with baby boys in western culture. Sulphur blue is the pale blue colour of the
flame produced by burning sulphur. Oxford blue or dark blue is the particular shade associated with
Oxford University and rather darker then Yale blue. Gendarme blue is a darkish colour once used on
C19 uniforms of the French police. Old blue and blue passé, French, old, are very similar darkish
colours. Privy blue or loo blue is the light blue colour paint used for the inside of the privy. The
colour was believed to keep flies away.

As with all natural colour sources, the colour of the sky varies considerably but the term sky-blue
normally applies to a light, bright blue, the colour of the cloudless sky in bright daylight. Synonyms
are sky, also azure, also the poetic cerulean, from Latin caeruleus, meaning sky blue. Azure is also
used to describe a deep blue colour, as of a cloudless sky. There is also a pigment cerulean, which
has a slight greenish tint, made from tin and cobalt oxides. The blue colour in some oils is called
cerulein, also azulene. Sky linked colour terms include horizon blue and zenith blue, and skyey,
which is used for a colour that resembles that of the sky. Midnight blue is a very dark blue-black
colour.

Caesious, Latin caesius blue-grey, in botany describes a bluish-grey colour having a waxen coating.
The metal caesium is so named from the two blue lines in its spectrum. Cornflower blue, also bluet,
also ragged sailor, is a vivid, deep blue colour, resembling that of the cornflower, all three names
having been used for a range of colours. Myosotis blue is the bright blue associated with carpets of
Myosotis sylvatice or forget-me-not. Petunia, a name derived from a Tupi language petyn a variety
of tobacco, is the dark deep blue colour of the petunia herbaceous plant, C19. Orchid, Latin orchis
plant, is a blue- or red-purple colour. Hyacinth is the blue purple colour of the flower, Hyacinthus
orientalis, the hyacinth gemstone being red orange. Lavender or lavender blue is also a light bluish
purple colour, as of the flowers of the plant Lavandura vera. A lavender marriage is a marital
contract between two gay persons, mid 1990’s, originally enforced by Hollywood studios where
“decency” was required to prevent unfolding scandal.
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Powder blue (early C18), is a translation of the older French term poudre blue which means blue
powder. This is a pale grey-blue and that of powdered glass used to produce the colouring smalt,
see blue, colorants. Copenhagen blue is blue-grey. Brocklesby blue is a moderate grey-blue colour
used on the Brocklesby estate of the Earl of Yorkshire in Lincolnshire UK. Newby blue is a pale
purple-blue colour used on the Lincolnshire estates of the Compton family at Newby, Yorkshire,
England. Mazarine or mazarine blue is a rich saturated mid blue colour or a cloth or garment of this
colour, named after Cardinal Giulio Mazarini (1602-1661) or Duchesse de Mazarini (d 1699). It was
also an C18 common name for a councilman of London, from the colour of his gown. Cobalt is a
deep blue to greenish-blue colour. Bristol blue is the characteristically beautiful cobalt blue colour of
pottery but mainly of glass made in the city since the C17. Bristol city council forced hackney carriage
(taxi) drivers to paint their taxis this colour in 2008. Court action by the drivers has failed to get the
regulation overturned. Saxe blue is a light blue-grey colour, from the French for Saxony, where a dye
of this colour originated.

Duck-egg blue is the light, blue-green colour characteristic of that of duck eggs. Teal blue is greenish
blue and robin’s egg blue is the pale green or green-blue of the robin's egg. Eggshell blue is the
same tone as the USA robin’s egg blue. Nile blue, late C19, is a pale blue colour with a greenish
tinge. Glaucous used by Ancient Greek and Roman writers was a non-specific greyish blue-green.
Peacock blue is a lustrous blue to greenish blue colour, as of the feathers on a peacock's neck.

Royal, when used with colours signifies depth and brightness, for example, royal blue, royal red, and
royal purple. Royal blue is a deep, bright blue, often tinged with purple. Blue-black is a dark, nearly
black colour but with a touch of blue, and willow blue is the dark blue of the traditional willow tree
pattern design first used on domestic pottery crockery in the late C18. Navy blue is a dark blackish
blue which was first called marine blue and became a popular name from its use for uniforms of
sailors. Air Force blue is a grey-blue colour used for uniforms of the Royal Air Force. Steel blue is a
dark blue-grey colour. Electric blue is a bright blue colour with a metallic appearance. Livid, Latin,
livere, to be livid, early C17 is a dull leaden blue colour that is applied to contusions caused by
bruising or clogging of the blood vessels, it is used in the bruised ‘black and blue’ sense. Livid is also
used to imply a medium red or blush colour. Turquoise blue, Venetian blue, or venet, is a blue
reportedly used as a medieval camouflage colour for the sails of ships. It is a much weaker colour
than the modern turquoise.

Lapis lazuli, also lapis, or lazuli, C14, is a brilliant deep blue colour, as of the gemstone. Lazulite is a
blue, crystalline mineral (hydrous phosphate of aluminium and magnesium), hence, lazuline, means
resembling the blue colour of the mineral lapis lazuli. Lazurite is the blue part of the mineral lapis
lazuli. Ultramarine, C17 Medieval Latin ultramarinus, beyond plus sea, is a vivid, deep blue colour.
The pigment of this colour was originally made from powdered lapis lazuli imported from
Afghanistan, but a synthetic version appeared in 1828.

The heraldic colour blue is called azure, which poetically indicates deep or purple blue of an
unclouded sky blue and but in general use refers to no specific shade. Azure is derived from the
Arabic al-lazward used to describe lapis lazuli, stone of Lazhward, which is used as a semi-precious
stone. Azurine is a grey pale blue; azuline, a shade of blue; while azury, is the bluish hue of azure.
The mineral azurite, also blue malachite, also blue copper is a copper carbonate mineral, or a
gemstone made from it, mid C19. It was used in Egyptian wall painting and for under painting the
expensive Prussian blue. Prussian blue, early C18, is a moderately saturated greenish blue. It is also
a deep blue pigment based on mixtures of ferro-and ferricyanides. So-called because the discovery
was made in 1704 in Berlin the capital of Prussia. The pigments Prussian brown and Prussian green
are chemically allied thereto. Prussian Blue is also the name of a variety of vegetable pea.
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Aqua is a light, green-blue or blue-green colour. This is a shortened form of aquamarine, Latin, aqua
marina, C16, the sea-green of sea water and the pale blue-green or green-blue colour of the
transparent aquamarine gemstone, a variety of beryl.

Slate, also slate-colour, or slate-blue is a dark bluish grey colour, as of slate. Hence slaty, resembling
or having this blue-grey colour. Slate also describes the grey pigments prepared from German grey
slate, used for colouring putty and priming paint. Sapphire is a deep blue colour, one characteristic of
the precious stone, while white sapphire or water sapphire is a clear variety of the gem. Sapphirine
is the mineral silicate of aluminium or magnesium in the form of blue grains.

The C18 English potter Josiah Wedgwood used two characteristic blues for his products, a light
Wedgwood blue and a dark Wedgwood blue. Modern usages of the name Wedgwood blue have
little resemblance to the pottery specifications. He also developed Wedgewood Green, Wedgewood
Grey and Wedgewood Purple, all colours being strictly controlled during manufacture. Scale-blue is
a scale-patterned royal blue, characteristic of certain Worcester china.

Among the dialect terms used in the UK is the C15 word blanket, a bluish grey colour a term
according to SOD to be unlikely to be from OIld French blancquet blanket. In Northern Ireland Blunkit
means faded, looking washed out. This is called bloncat in Scotland referring to grey or greyish blue
cloth of this colour. In Scotland, haw, is another word referring to a pale colouring tinged with blue
or green. Pers, a word still current in France as a colour name, is a medieval word meaning any
shade of blue while perse, C14 perhaps Latin Persicus Persian, was first used to mean blue, or blue-
grey to purplish black, and later a darker blue-grey.

Pyocyanin, pyo Greek puon pus with Greek kuanos, dark blue, is the blue colouring obtained from
pus which is blue or lead coloured. Pyoxanthin or pyoxanthose, Greek, xanthos, yellow, is a yellow
colouring which occurs with pyocyanin.

Watchet blue is the pale blue cloth made locally in the Exmoor town of
Watchet, certainly up to the mid-17t" century. Included in Chaucer and
Shakespeare, the cloth so delighted Queen Catherine of Braganza, wife of
Charles II of England, she distributed free cakes and cider to local
residents. This occasion is now celebrated annually on Queen Caturn’s Day,
the last Saturday of November. The original dye 1s said to have been
produced possibly from the local whortleberries or from cliff rocks. It is

said the Charles I wore a coat of this cloth during his exeution.Merle blue,
also merle, from the dialect word mirly meaning speckled, is blue-grey speckled and veined with
black, especially describing a collie dog. Blue roan is black that has been mixed with white, a
descriptor of animal colour, especially of horses.

blue, crime

Crime related uses of blue tend to be derived from the association of the colour with service dress,
the colour of lead, the colour of the sky and from blue symbolizing puritanical. The mid C19 to blue
is to steal, as well as to inform the police, also to get rid of stolen property wanted by the police, mid
C19 slang, and to be blued is to be robbed. Blue or bluey or blue pigeon refers to roofing lead,
pigeon perhaps from those perching on the roof tops. These references are from C18-19 slang.
Hence, a blue pigeon flyer, also bluey-hunter, is a person who steals the lead from roofs of houses
or churches. Thus, to fly the blue pigeon or bluey-cracking is to steal such lead. Blue drag is stealing
or other criminal enterprise involving lead and blue beans are bullets. Blue pigeon is also C19 slang
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for a lead used to take soundings from a ship. From the same period a blue cat is a person who
causes fires.

It is possible that the association of blue with the theft of lead led to a more general application of
the slang word to other crime in the C20. Alternatively, association of blue may derive from blue
label which describes a safe of the Pinkerton type - probably from the colour of the identifying trade
mark. To blue-line, means to steal from a goods van on a train; from a marking on these vans. A blue
one is an attempted crime that failed and also is underworld slang for an undesirable location for a
shop or other business. To get the blue ink is to be turned over to the police by a pawnbroker.

In early C20 Australian and New Zealand slang a blue or bluey or blue paper is a summons to the
courts probably for a traffic offence. A blue is also a public fight or brawl, hence to blue is to fight or
attack. A blue paper is an hotelkeeper’s or barman’s notice banning an offending customer from
admission to the hotel or bar in New Zealand. A blue ribbon jury is a special jury called by US courts
to deal with unusually complex or important cases and characterized by members with above
average education.

For those found guilty in the UK, a blue goose is a prison cage or cell with access to individual cells,
C20 slang. A blue dot, also called a borstal mark or borstal spot, is an Indian ink dot mark tattooed
on the left cheek, or later, between the thumb and forefinger of the right hand of someone who has
spent a period in prison or borstal in UK or Ireland. Bluet or bluet or bluette is a blue woollen
material dating from at least C14 used in prisons for making smocks or overalls. Blue tab is convicts'
slang for a prison trusty, from the blue tab on his uniform. Blue papers is UK prison slang for orders
calling for the release of a long-term prisoner, from the colour of the paper used. A blue jacket,
Afrikaans bloubaadjie, is a South African convict or habitual criminal serving an indeterminate
sentence, also the jacket itself.

In Australia the word blue is widely used. It can mean a fight or a dispute, an error or mistake, or can
mean to spend wastefully. It also refers to a traffic offence, from the colour of the paper used for the
summons. A blue light(er) is a highway patrol car and a bluebird is a van used for transporting
prisoners. To cop the blue is to take the blame.

blue, days

A blue day in Scotland is any day on which some disturbance takes place. Any Monday that a
working person spends absent from their job, perhaps after a weekend of pleasure is called blue
Monday. Traditionally it was the Monday before Lent referring to the over-indulgence proceeding
the Lenten season of abstinence.

Blue Monday for 2012 was calculated to be 16 January which is identified as the most depressing
day of the year. Factors included in its calculation are the day Christmas debts fall due, motivation,
weather and withdrawal of comfort foods such as chocolate.

Blue Monday in Germany refers to taking the day off work, specifically to men drinking heavily at

the weekend and having plenty of urine on Monday mornings. This yielded uric acid used to fix the
blue dye made for the textile dying industry.

blue dress, military
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The Blues are the Royal Horse Guards. Originally in 1690 they were called the Oxford Blues to
distinguish it from a Dutch regiment of horse guards who also dressed in blue. The commander was
the Earl of Oxford. When fighting in Flanders in the mid C18 it was called the Blue Guards. The
regiment merged with the Royal Dragoons in 1969 to form the Blues and Royals. The Blue Horse is
the 4™ (Royal Irish) Dragoon Guards Regiment, so-called from the colour of its uniform facings. Blue
Caps was the nickname of the Dublin Fusiliers, dating from the time of the Indian Mutiny in the
1850s. Bluebonnet, also bluecap, was another name for the round, flat Balmoral cap worn by some
Scottish regiments. A blue pugaree was a WWI New Zealand military policeman, from his blue
helmet.

The colour of the northern Union Army uniform during the American Civil War was blue and hence
the troops were called blues. A northerner or Yankee was called blue belly by southerners. A blue
rag was used during the war to inform Southern patrols that a Yankee was is the building. The grey
uniform of the Confederates led to them being called boys in grey and greybacks. Blue and Grey is
the name given to the 29th US Infantry Division. The colours symbolize the uniting of the former
Union and Confederate forces of the Civil War. The nickname of the 88th Infantry Division and the
3™ Battalion, 504" Parachute Infantry Regiment of the USA army is Blue Devils.

A blue jacket is an enlisted person in the UK or US Navy. In the UK the blue naval uniform was first
introduced in 1794 and the rules for uniform were specified in the Royal Navy List in 1857. Before
this the term was ‘tar’ from the tarpaulin worn by seamen in bad weather. Hence, in the late C18
and early C20 best blues was the naval walking out uniform of blue serge. During the same period a
blue light was a gunner in the Navy. A blue peter is a seaman's jacket in Newfoundland and a blue
puttee was a member of the first contingent of the Royal Newfoundland Regiment to volunteer for
service in the First World War in 1914. They were so called from the navy blue colour of the cloth
from which they were made, no khaki material being available. A C20 RAF slang term for a naval
officer was a blue type and a blue job was a sailor or member of the Women’s Royal Navy Service.

In C18 the British Marines wore red coats with white facings and during the Napoleonic wars they
acquired the blue facings of a royal regiment. At this time a contingent of the Royal Marine Artillery
was raised to work on gunnery, they wore blue coats with red facings like the gunners in the Royal
Artillery. Hence the Royal Marine Artillery became known as the Blue Marines and the Royal Marine
Light Infantry were the Red Marines. They were amalgamated during the First World War.

Air Force blue is a grey-blue colour used for uniforms of the Royal Air Force. Until its introduction on
1st October 1919 the uniform of the airman was khaki. There are two legends for its adoption. Some
say that the beautiful comedy actress Lily Elsie suggested the colour while she was having a
relationship with one of the members of the Air Force Council. Others say that a million yards of this
colour cloth was ordered to make greatcoats for the Russian Tsarist army. Their war effort collapsed
in 1917 and was no longer needed. The colour was unsuitable for dyeing khaki or navy blue, and was
adopted for the Air Force. Blue orchid is a derisory name used during the Second World War by men
in the New Zealand Army for members of the Royal New Zealand Air Force and other air force men.
The name derived from the colour of the uniform and an allusion to a pampered hot-house plant. At
this time the Royal Air Force slang for a member of the Women's Auxiliary Air Force, was a bluebird.

Best blues was the late C19-20 term given to the naval "walking out" uniform of blue serge, hence, a
blue type was the RAF slang term for a naval officer. Bluebell was the nickname for any metal polish
used for military buttons; it was originally it was a brand name. Hospital blues was the forces slang
during WWI for the regulation dress of military hospital patients. This normally consisted of a light
blue flannel jacket and trousers with white or cream shirt and red tie. Its conspicuousness enabled
the military police, the Red Caps, to track down absentees from hospital. Such patients could also be
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identified by civilians and publicans who might otherwise have treated such wounded heroes to a
free drink, this was illegal in wartime. In New Zealand such a convalescing wounded serviceman so
dressed was called a blue boy.

The Blue Berets and Blue Helmets are nicknames for members of the United Nations peace-keeping
forces, so called after the colour of their pale blue headwear.

blue dress, non-military

Association of the colour blue with boys, hence blue for a boy, is believed to have originated in the
Middle East, where ancient superstition held that blue, the colour of heaven, was sacred. The colour
was thought to repel evil spirits, thus offering protection to male children, considered to be of
greater value to the family than females.

From at least C15 those wearing blue-coloured clothing were referred to as blue. A blue-cap or blue-
bonnet made from blue material was traditional headwear in Scotland and became a nickname for a
Scotsman. A blue blanket was mainly a nautical term for an overcoat made from rough and coarse
pilot cloth. A pupil at Christ's Hospital was a blue. In the C19 a blue billy was a handkerchief of blue
with white spots, worn by William Mace, the boxer. This was named possibly after his bill or nose. In
Jamaica blue-drawers were knickers covering the lower part of the trunk and legs.

Blue jeans are blue denim trousers, often strengthened with rivets, once worn solely as work
clothes, but now popular as informal street clothing. They were first made by Levi Strauss in 1880
from tough canvas. The word denim is a corruption of serge de Nimes, the original name for the
cloth. Most of this was dyed with indigo and most denim is made into jeans which itself is said to be
a corruption of the French phrase bleu de Génes, literally the blue of Génes or Genoa, in Italy where
blue jeans were first made.

In Australia and New Zealand a bluey was the bundle of belongings usually covered by a blue blanket
and carried by a bushman. Hence, to put a know in bluey is to make final preparations for travelling
and to up bluey or hump bluey is to leave home. A bluey is also a rough coat or shirt or its material
or refers to blue denim working overalls in New Zealand. A blue shirt is C20 Australian slang for a
manager or owner and is also used to describe a slacker. The term blue singlet used as an adjective
described a working class person.

Any team or members of groups sporting a blue uniform will be addressed as a blue or the blues.
This applied to slaves of the Gauls (Farmer quoting Pliny, mid C1 AD). Tertullian writing during the 3C
reported that among charioteers the Blues were dedicated to the sky and sea or autumn, the Reds
to Mars, the Whites to the Zephyrs and the Greens to Mother Earth or spring. In C17 Scotland the
term blues, as opposed to the Royalist reds, referred to the Covenanters who opposed the
interference of the English Stuart kings in the affairs of their Presbyterian Church. The Blue Shirts
was a Fascist group in 1930s Ireland under General Eoin O'Duffy; he led a blue-shirted contingent
fighting for General Franco in the Spanish Civil War.

Among current sporting teams the Blues applies throughout the English speaking world, for
example, to Everton, Chelsea and Glasgow Rangers football teams in the UK, the New South Wales
cricket team Australia, the St Louis Blues ice hockey team USA and the Central Blues, an Australian
football team in Toronto, Canada. Variations are the Bluebags, the name of the New South Wales
Newtown rugby team and the Bluebirds of Carlton, the Victoria football club. At major sporting
competitions scholars of Oxford University wear uniforms of dark blue while scholars of Cambridge
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University wear light blue. In a minor sport, the title is half blue. Similarly, an old blue is one who
has taken part in such a competition.

Colour was a marker of trade or position applying, for example, to the police, who like any person
wearing a blue coat as a distinctive mark of his profession, is often called a bluecoat. Hence, the
police are known as the men in blue or the boys in blue. A blue apron or a blue flag was, specifically
an innkeeper, butcher or fishmonger, but the term generally was applied to anyone wearing a blue
apron as apparel of their trade, see blue, alcohol. The Blue Army was a Canadian organization
devoted to monitoring the quality of tradesmen's services. Liveried servants and apprentices in UK,
also trusted prisoners at Mount Eden Prison, New Zealand were blues, and a convict or habitual
criminal serving an indeterminate sentence in South Africa was a blue jacket from the Afrikaans
term bloubaadijie.

Blue Gowns, or Bedesmen, was an order of privileged mendicant or beggar who, in return for
praying for the souls of others, was clothed in a gown of blue cloth and given alms. The order died
out in 1863. In Scotland a blue gown was the uniform of a licensed beggar or almoner (one who
distributes alms) allowed to assemble in the yard of Holyrood Palace to receive alms from the King;
also the person wearing such uniform. A dark blue woollen coat with yellow and black was worn by
pupils at Christ's Hospital, a boarding school in Essex. Hence Bluecoat School was a popular name
for that institution and bluecoat boy for one of its pupils. The dress was that of a humble child
during the reigns of the Tudors. More generally bluecoat refers to any person wearing a blue coat as
a distinctive mark of his or her profession, for example from the army, navy or the police. A
prostitute or blue gown wore a blue dress as a sign of ignominy when serving time in prison. In
Hamlet, Shakespeare refers to the beadles of Bridewell, near Blackfriars, as Bluebottles. They ran
the house of correction for prostitutes and others, and wore blue coats.

Bluette was the name of a blue material used in prisons for making smocks or overalls. Blaunner
from the German, blue, is a type of fur, perhaps white, used as a lining for hoods. The term blue
velvets, C20 slang, is applied to leather apparel used in sexual practices of bondage and domination.

blue, drugs terms

Blue mass, also blue pills, were anti-depressant cathartic pills. After being prescribed them Abraham
Lincoln, renowned for his composure under pressure, recognized that they made him very bad
tempered. The pills contained 9,000 times the current safe limit of mercury. Opium derivatives
include heroin called blue bag. Terms for marijuana are blue sage, blue de hue from Vietnam, and
blue sky blond a version of high potency from Colombia. Blue sage is a cigarette containing cannabis
or marijuana, blue crack is cocaine and blue cap is the cactus derived hallucinogenic mescaline.

Blue lady is a USA term for synthetic heroin. Synthetic amphetamines are blue mollies and blue boy
(amphetamines), blue meth (methamphetamine), blue kisses and blue lips
(methylenedioxymethamphetamine, MDMA). Depressants include blues, blue angels, blue birds,
blue bullets, blue devils, blue dolls, blue heavens and blue tips. Among PCPs is blue madman.
Blues, blue angel, blue cloud or amytal, amobarbital sodium capsules, is a sedative and hypnotic.
Terms for LSD (lysergic acid diethylamide), are blue acid, blue barrels, blue chairs, blue cheers, blue
heavens, blue microdot, blue mist, blue moons and blue vials (from its colour in tablet or liquid
form). Blue Nitro Vitality is a product containing GBL, sold as a relaxant and body builder.

Blue star, also red pyramid tattoos containing microdot hallucinatory drugs which can be absorbed
by the skin are made for sale to children. In South Africa blou, Afrikaans, blue, is a name given to
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drug users or drugs themselves. Other than an emergency services vehicle a blue lighter is someone
who is seen to be taking drugs.

blue, education

A bluestocking, also blue stocking, blue stocking Lady, also femme savante, or bas bleu, the French
translation of the English term, was formerly a contemptuous term for a woman with a high degree
of learning or one who has or affects literary pretensions. The name comes from a society formed in
mid C18 by a Mrs Montagu to hold meetings devoted to literary conversation in place of card-
playing. A male member of that society, Benjamin Stillingfleet, who always wore blue worsted
stockings rather than the traditional black silk, gave the name to the group. The term blueism, the
bluestocking characteristics of learning and pedantry became associated with the movement. At that
time a blue was slang for a highly educated woman.

In C19 USA college slang a blue fizzle was an inferior recitation in class. A blue ruin was a volume of
Bohn's translations of Greek and Latin classics; from the colour of its backing and its effect (like that
of gin) on students' scholarship. This was C19 early20 slang in public schools and universities.

blue, fauna

The colour blue tends to be associated with the whole fur coat of animals living in high latitudes. For
example, the blue fox is an arctic animal, Alopex legapus. It has light grey winter fur but is blue-grey
in summer. The glacier or blue bear is so-called because of the metallic sheen of its silvery fur and
the blue cat originating from Siberia, is highly valued for its fur. A Russian blue is a breed of
domestic cat characterized by a thick bluish-grey coat.

Warmer climate animals can also have blue coats. Blue grey of cattle refers to a crossbreed of a
Galloway cow and a shorthorn bull (Scotland). The blue bull, also nylghau, from the Hindustani nil
blue plus gaw cow, is the adult male of the Indian antelope which is a bluish-grey. The blue racer is
the American snake, Coluber constrictor flaviventris, which is slender, blue-black and noted for its
quick movement. The blue tick is a south USA hound which has bluish spots on a white background.
The Kerry blue terrier is a dog having a grey-blue or silver-grey coloured coat and is named after the
county in south west Ireland. Among names taken from specific body parts are the Australia and
New Zealand blue-tongue lizard, Tiliqua scincoides, which has a bright blue tongue, and the blue
point, a type of light-coloured Siamese cat with darker points. The German for blue yields blau
based words. Examples include the blue buck, Dutch blauwbok, an C18 term for the now extinct
large antelope, Hippotragus leucophaeus, which lived in southern Africa. These include blaubok,
Dutch blaauwbok, blue buck, also blauwbok, a large, blue-haired, South African antelope, now
extinct.

The blue doe, also blue flier, is the female of the red kangaroo, so called from the colour of its
greyish pelt. Otherwise in Australia and New Zealand blue is used to describe red haired animals and
humans. For example, a blue heeler or bluey is a dog used to control cattle which it does by nipping
at their heels, while bluey is also used for the draught bullock which has a bluish or perhaps reddish
coat.

Blue can also be applied to blue dyed animal fur used for clothing perhaps as a dyed imitation of it,
for example using beaver or rabbit.
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For birds blue tends to be used to describe those with varicoloured plumage as well as to specific
body parts. The blue goose is a type of snow goose with a blue-grey body and white head and neck,
and the blue grouse, is the bluish-grey North American grouse, Dendragapus obscurus. The blue jay
is the common American crested jay, Cyanocitta cristata, with bright blue plumage and greyish
breast. A bluestocking is an American wading bird related to the snipe and the blue-breast is a name
given to the blue-throated redstart, Luscinia svecica, so-called for its blue under beak area. There
are several blue hawks including the North American blue darter or blue-tailed hawk, Accipiter
cooperii, and the more widely occurring peregrine falcon, also called the blue hawk, Falco
peregrinus.

The common sight of members of the tit family in the UK has generated a number of blue terms. The
bluetit, also bluecap, blue titmouse or blue bonnet, is the small tit, Parus caeruleus, common in
Europe, characterised by a blue crown, wings, and tail. The bluebonnet, also wee blue bonnet is the
blue tit, Parus caeruleus. The cock blue-bonnet, also big blue-bonnet is the great tit, Parus major.
The coal tit, Parus ater, is also called blue-bonnet.

Blue-cap is a yearling salmon, characterised by a blue spot on the head. Bluemouth, also blackbelly
is the Atlantic and Mediterranean scorpion fish, Helicolenus dactylopterus, with reddish back and
sides and blue mouth. The blue pike is the fish, Stizostedion vitreum glaucum, once found in Lake
Erie but now extinct. The blue pointer is a large Australian shark, Isuropsis mako, with a pointed
snout and blue-coloured back. The blue whale, also sulfur-bottom, from its yellow underparts,
Balaenoptera musculus, can vary in colour from slate grey to mottled blues and blacks, is the largest
of all living mammals. The blue point is an Atlantic oyster, Crassotrea virginica, particularly a type
found off Blue Point, Long Island USA.

Bluebottle is an Australian and New Zealand name for the poisonous Portuguese man-of-war
jellyfish, genus Physalia. Also called the bluebottle, also blue-bottle fly or blowfly, is the large meat
fly, Musca vomitoria. The blue head is a worm used as bait by anglers.

The colour smoke blue describes one type of smoke Persian cat; other colours in the breed are
smoke black, smoke cream, smoke tortoiseshell, blue-cream smoke and smoke cameo cats which
are reddish.

More blue animal terms can be found under blue, food.

blue, finance

Blue chip means having exceptional value and blue chips are market shares of stable corporations
with high value and prestige, probably from the fact that blue chips in poker have the greatest value.
The same name is given to an exclusive long established Conservative Party supper club in London.
In C19 underworld slang the term blue chip was applied to coal.

To blue or blew or blow is mid C19-early 20 slang meaning to spend recklessly or to waste, pawn or
spend. Hence, to blue one’s screw is to squander one’s salary, and to blue a cheque is to spend
without thought for the future. Similarly, in late C19 Australia and New Zealand slang a blue duck is
a disappointment, failure or an unprofitable venture, or in New Zealand it is a baseless rumour.

A blue boy is a New Zealand Health Stamp issued in 1931 at a cost of two pence. A blue balloon day
is when badges are sold to raise money for the Samaritans, a British help-line charity. Blue Cross is a
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London animal hospital and registered charity, dedicated to the care and treatment of domestic
animals, mainly strays.

A blue bill is C19-20 slang for a bill from a tradesman sent to the home of a Winchester College
pupil. This was usually sent in a blue envelope.

A blue blister is an obsolete New Zealand term for an old local currency in the form of a promissory
note on a local businessman, probably from its colour. Blueback was paper money issued in 1865 in
the Orange Free State. It was worth far less than its face value and was so named from its colour.
The blueback was also the paper money of Confederates in the American Civil War, the name
originating from the greenback the currency of the north. The slang name ‘shucks’ was applied to
the worthless currency after the war.

blue, flora

The colour blue is applied to a wide range of flora including flowers, leaves, plant stems and trees as
well as to fungus and bacterial growth. Flower colour co-evolved with the visual characteristics of
the pollinating species and blue flowers tend to be pollinated by bees and sometimes by butterflies.
Other groups have evolved by adaptation to their specific environment. Examples of blue used as an
identifier occur widely.

Because names tend to be identifiers with local origins, the same plant may be given different names
in different areas. The bluebell, a term dating from C16, is any plant having blue bell-shaped flowers.
It is used for the lily family, Endymion nonscriptus, also called the wild, or wood hyacinth. Also having
a bell-shaped flower is the Scottish hare, or hair bell, Campanula rotundifolia. The English bluebell is
the wild hyacinth, Scylla nutans, found in the south. In the C19 this plant was called the blue bottle
or blue goggles. The blue-bonnet is the wild flower harebell, Campanula rotundifolia, while in
Scotland it is the bluebottle or blue cornflower. Dating from the mid C16 the name bluebottle, also
blue bottle or corn bluebottle or bluet is also given to a number of blue flowers, specifically
Centaurea cyanus, the blue cornflower, also called bachelor's button. This is often found in
cultivated fields of grain. The blue bonnet is also a name given in Scotland to several flowers
specifically the cornflower and the devils bit scabious or sheepsbit. The bluebonnet, Lupinus
subcarnosus, and L. texensis, is the state flower of Texas. Also called the bluet is the North American
plant, Houstonia caerulia, which has small blue flowers. In England the field scabious, Scabiosa
arvenis and the small scabious, S. columbaria is called blue buttons, a C19 name. The meadow blue
scabious, Scabiosa succisa, is an herbaceous plant and the sweet or purple scabious S. atropurpurea,
plants once believed to cure skin diseases, are known as blue-cap. Blue eyes is a C19 Wiltshire name
for the germander speedwell flower, Veronica chamaedrys.

Blue-grass is used to describe any of several species of blue-green grass, genus Poa, especially in
Kentucky, USA. Blue stem is a forage prairie grass, genus Andropogon, having bluish leaf sheaths.
Blueweed, also viper's bugloss, is a weed, genus Echium, native to Europe and naturalised in North
America. Bugloss does not refer to the colour blue but is derived from the Greek for ox tongue which
it resembles in shape and surface texture. Blue tangles is a USA plant of long tangled growth,
Vaccinium frondosum.

The blue gum is an Australian tree, the Eucalyptus globulus, from its blue-grey bark. This is also
called the red gum the colour of its flowers. The blue spruce is the Rocky Mountain balsam spruce,
Picea pungens glauca, with needles of blue-green colour. Blue jack, also blue-jack oak, is a small
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American oak tree, Quercus incana, with blue-green leaves. In Newfoundland the logging term for a
prime stand of conifers is a blue bunch.

Cyanin or anthocyanin is the blue colouring found in violets and some other flowers. Blue-green
algae, also cyanobacteria are microorganisms containing a blue pigment in addition to chlorophyll;
it was formerly termed algae but now classified as bacteria Cyanophyta. Blue stain is a bluish colour
introduced into sapwood by the presence of fungi. The terms blue moldiness and blue moulding are
applied to various fungal or mossy growths, although in standard English blue mould is a fungus that
grows on cheese.

blue, food

Blue beef is beef from old screw cows and traditionally used for beef burgers. Cooking to blue,
French caisson au bleu, occurs when fresh water trout is cooked immediately after it is killed; the
natural colour in places is blue.

A number of fish are described as blue from the colour of their scales. The bluefish, native to the
Mediterranean Sea and North Atlantic is prized in Turkey and the USA. Blue-fish may be the
Temnodon saliator, a large, mackerel-type fish, or one of the Coryphaena found in Bahaman waters.
This name is also given to the skipjack, Pomatomus saltarix, a game fish of USA Atlantic coast and is
naval slang for the shark. The blue catfish is a large freshwater American food fish Ictalurus furcatus.
There are two species of blue cod, the green-blue rock cod food fish, Parapercis colias, from New
Zealand and the large buffalo cod food fish, Ophiodon elongates, of the Pacific Ocean. The blue
runner is a member of the mackerel family found in the Atlantic, Pacific, Mediterranean and Indian
Ocean. The large bluefin tuna, Thunnus thynnus, is found in temperate waters. The bluegill is the
fresh-water sunfish, Lepomis machrocherus, common to the Great Lakes and southeast USA. The
large game fish Achoerodus gouldi of Australia is called the blue groper although the dominant
colour of the male is brownish purple rather than blue. Blue perch, also the burgall or cunner, is a
North American Atlantic coast fish, the Ctenolabrus ceruleus or adspersus. Blue whiting are small
North Atlantic food fish, Micromesistius poutassou, related to the whiting. The bluehead is a sea fish,
Thalassoma bifasciatum, of the wrasse type, native of Atlantic waters, the male of which has a bright
blue head. Cuisson au bleu, refers to cooked fresh water trout immediately after being killed, the
natural colour in some areas turn blue.

Blue crab, or Atlantic blue crab, named from its blue tinted claws, Collinectes sapidus, is soft shelled
and highly prized along the eastern seaboard of the USA. Blue-nose is a type of clam and blue point
oysters grow off Long Island USA. The name is now generally used for any Atlantic oyster eaten raw.
Stookey blues are mussels local to the area of Stiffkey (pronounced Stookey), Norfolk, they are sold
at the Red Lion public house there.

The blue-black blueberries or huckleberries are obtained in the USA from the wild growing shrub
species Vaccinium. These are related to bilberries or blaeberries in the UK and Iceland. Another
name for the aubergine, related to the tomato, potato and capsicum, is blue tomato. Pentland blue
and blue-nose are varieties of potato. The blue hat or blewit is a bluish edible mushroom common
in Europe and USA. There are two main varieties, the wood blewit, Lepista nuda, and the field
blewit, or blue-leg, L.saeva. They are found in autumn often growing in ‘“fairy rings’. The blue
meanie is a type of magic or hallucinogenic mushroom that grows in New Zealand.

Blue cornmeal is a blue-black variety of cornmeal (maize) that produces a blue meal when ground.
This was once a staple food used only by North American Indians but is now widely available within
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the USA where it is used for making tortilla. Blue-drawers is a Jamaican pudding made from corn or
cassava meal, wrapped in a banana leaf, which is bluish, and boiled. Pentland Blue is a variety of
potato, and a blue tomato, is another name for an aubergine, related to tomato, potato and
capsicum.

Blue cheese such as Stilton and Roquefort contains an internal growth of the mould Penicillium
roqueforti. Blue Cheshire cheese arises from blue veining of the curd during aging of normal white
Cheshire cheese. It is caused by Penicillum glaucum or blue mould, and the green mould that forms
on decaying food, leather, or other organic substances. Danish blue cheese is also a blue veined
product. Blue vinny, or vinnie, from Old English vinnie or mould, results from an accidental mould
infection of Dorset cheese. Because of increase in legislation this product has virtually disappeared.
Blue Shropshire is a lightly veined golden hard cheese made in Leicestershire from pasteurised cows’
milk. Beenleigh blue is made in Devon from unpasteurised sheep’s milk. French bleu, is an element in
the name of many French blue cheese, such as the blue veined cows’ milk cheese bleu de Causses
and bleu de Bresse, or one of the most well known bleu d’Auvergne. Skimmed milk is naturally
blueish when watered down and in C18 UK it was called blue milk or blow milk. In south USA it is
known as blue john a name also sometimes applied to milk that is turning sour.

A blue plate special is an item on a USA restaurant menu, generally a main course of meat, potatoes
and vegetable, offered at an inclusive special price. In the late C19 the original fast food restaurants
were mobile food wagons called diners because of their similarity to dining cars in trains. The
original plates, disposable and only available in blue, were sectioned with separate wells for meat,
starch food and vegetables. They were used to promote daily specials.

The most expensive coffee produced is Blue Mountain coffee grown in Jamaica. Introduced into this
cool region in 1728, the beans take twice as long for the carbohydrates to convert to sugar, making
the coffee smooth and sweet.

Cordon bleu, French, blue ribbon, a sky-blue sash or ribbon worn as an insignia of the highest rank in
the order of French knighthood. Also of the highest quality, especially with regard to food and
cooking, and the wearer of such an insignia, or any other person of great distinction.

In food analysis the blue value refers to the transient blue colour produced during vitamin A
determination, also it is the index of free soluble starch in a food.

blue, geography

When mountains are viewed from a distance they often appear blue. The Cairngorms range of
mountains in Scotland, otherwise the Blue Hills is a name first used in the early C19. It refers to the
range traditionally known as Am Monadh Ruadh, or the Red Hills, a name which distinguishes it from
Am Monadh Liath, the Grey Hills, west of the River Spey. Cairngorm is the name given to the smoky
yellow quartz or brown quartz found in these hills. This is silicon dioxide crystal used for jewellery.
Other examples of blue hills include the Blue Mountains, a range in northeast Oregon and southeast
Washington State, USA. The Blue Ridge States are the states of Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West
Virginia, and the Blue Ridge Mountains, a section of the Appalachian Mountain range in Eastern USA
running from Virginia to Georgia. The Blue Mountains of east Jamaica give their name to Blue
Mountain coffee. Blue Mountains is the name also of a plateau forming part of the Great Dividing
Range in southeast Australia and Beyond the Blue Mountains is an Australian children’s game
named after this area. The Bluegrass State is a nickname for the State of Kentucky, USA, where in



68

the spring several species of normally green grass exhibit purplish buds. These cast a bluish colour on
the landscape.

The Blue (or Indigo) City is Jodhpur in India, so called from the very many buildings that are painted
the colour. It is thought this originated as a caste colour of the Brahmins and taken up by others in
the population, or that it is a demonstration of the inhabitants as a contrast to the waterless desert
that surrounds the city. Blue Island is seamen's slang the Island of Skye. The blue or bluey was the
name given by Second World War Army and Air Force personnel to the general area of the Middle
East in particular to the North African desert from the blue Mediterranean. Other slang from the
same period and area is blue light, which is a wildly exaggerated rumour, from the peculiar blue light
in the desert sky at night. The Minches are Atlantic Ocean channels off the Scottish mainland and
blue men of the Minch are the large blue waves there that have caused many ships to founder. The
Blue Nile is a tributary of the Nile in East Africa, flowing from Lake Tana in Ethiopia to the Nile at
Khartoum. For much of its length the River Danube is muddy coloured but Strauss composed the
Blue Danube waltz.

Delaware State in the USA is nicknamed the Blue Hen State whose inhabitants are blue hen's
chickens. This was a name originally applied to a Delaware regiment, nicknamed the game-cocks for
their bravery in the Revolutionary War. The regiment was so-named because one of their officers,
Captain Caldwell, who was fond of cock-fighting, is said to have stated that "no cock could be truly
game whose mother was not a blue hen.” The Blue Mosque is one of the defining landmarks of
Istanbul; walls on the inside are covered with blue tiles.

The Blue Eye of Siberia is a nickname for Lake Baikal, the world's deepest lake, holding 20 per cent
of the planet's supply of fresh water. In an ice field, an area of open sea water is called in
Newfoundland a blue drop. Ice blue is used by Canadians for the vivid blue ice that is formed when a
body of water freezes quickly. Blue ice is crystalline ice from which air has been squeezed out by the
weight of ice lying over it. The same name is given to a block of frozen excrement ejected into the
atmosphere from an aeroplane, from the colour of the sky.

blue, geology

Blue pennant is a blue-grey sandstone of fine close grain, quarried at Pontypridd, Wales, and britts
blue is a type of granite mined in South Africa that is grey-black when polished. Blue schist is a type
of metamorphic rock formed at high pressure and low temperature while blue lias is a rock of the
Jurassic period consisting of alternate layers of limestone and bluish clay or shale. Blue ground, also
blue earth, blue Kimberlite, maiden blue, blue stuff is a dark greyish-blue hydrated magnesium
silicate mineral clay in which diamonds are found. It is formed in volcanic pipes and occurs usually
below surface layers of yellow ground. This probably consists of blue ground that has been
weathered by the sun. Blue malachite, also azurite, also blue copper is a copper carbonate mineral
allied to malachite, which is green anhydrous copper carbonate. Blue metal is blue clayey shale used
in road making. Blue slipper is gault clay, a particular sand on the shores of the Isle of Wight UK, so-
called because it is dangerously slippery.

The blue stones of Stonehenge were included in the inner ring around 2,300 BC during the third
building phase; they had been brought 160 miles from their source in Pembrokeshire, Wales. This
bluestone is a basalt type of mineral. The same name is given to a bluish sandstone from the Hudson
River area containing a large proportion of clay and used in building and paving. Bluestone is also
blue-black basalt and volcanic rock lava used as road aggregate and for building in New Zealand and
Australia. Bluestone, also stone blue, blue vitriol, copperas, is copper sulphate, blue metal is copper
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sulphide, and blue water is the copper sulphate solution that leeches from copper earths. Sulphates
of other metals include iron (green vitriol), cobalt (red vitriol), and zinc (white vitriol). Another
name for nickel sulphate is blue salts.

Blue-john is a purple decorative fluorspar, calcium fluoride, found only in Derbyshire, England.
Discovered in 1740s it is still used for making ornaments and occasionally for inlaid decoration in
cabinet work. Much was exported to France as bleu-jaune. Green john is also a native fluorspar.
Blue feldspar, also blue spar is the mineral lazulite containing hydrous aluminium and magnesium
phosphate. Blue iron earth, also blue iron ore is the mineral hydrated triferrous phosphate, found in
North America, while blue lead is lead sulphate.

Blue asbestos is mineral crocidolite, a silicate of iron and sodium found in South Africa and Western
Australia and marketed as Cape Blue or Transvaal Blue. Other main types are brown asbestos
(amosite) and white asbestos (chrysolite), all of which are now considered hazardous. The different
pale blue asbestos found in Bolivia and South Australia is the fibrous soda-amphiboles mineral.

Blue holes that occur in southeast USA refer to the very deep holes in the beds of a river or stream.
Alternatively, in Jamaica it is a deeply blue coloured pool of water that is usually purified from
filtration through limestone. The Blue Lagoon, south of Reykjavik in Iceland, contains naturally hot
mineral-rich waters rising from a source one mile beneath the surface; it is the site of a geothermal
power station. The name is also given to a chalk pit in Arlesey, UK, where three children drowned
after a car plunged into the water-filled pit in 2002. Blue ice, also blue band is crystalline glacial ice
from which air has been squeezed out by the weight of ice lying over it, that is, it is free from air
bubbles and hence blue.

blue, industry and science

Blue heat is the temperature at which iron becomes blue, approximately 550 deg F, while blueing is
the process performed by a bluer who makes metals such as iron and steel blue. A blue pot is a clay
and graphite crucible which can be heated to high temperatures and used for melting and
processing metals. Blue billy is a mineral residue from the roasting of cupreous pyrites with salt but
is also lime residue resulting from gas purification processes. Blue gold is an alloy of gold and iron
used by jewellers.

Blue vitriol is a copper compound of sulphuric acid and one of several sulphate salts, of which there
is green vitriol (iron), red vitriol (cobalt), and white vitriol (zinc). Blueberries is the name given to
balls of haematite occurring with sulphate deposits covering wide areas of the planet Mars.

Blue gas is also bleu gas one used for illumination, made by decomposing and purifying oil and
subjecting it to high pressure. Blue water gas is a fuel gas containing approximately 50% carbon
monoxide, 40% hydrogen, and small amounts of methane, carbon dioxide, and nitrogen, made by
passing steam and air over heated coke or coal.

Blue bricks or railway blues are acid-resisting bricks which are made from iron oxide rich clay. They
are subjected to high temperature firing under reducing conditions which convert ferric oxide to the
blue-black ferrous oxide. Red bricks are made with clay, perhaps to which ferric oxide has been
added, while white bricks are made from low-iron clay, mixed sometimes with sand or chalk.

A blue flash is the nickname among railwaymen for an electric locomotive, especially of the type
operating on 25,000 volts alternating current. In the USA a blue box is an electronic signalling device
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used to break into long-distance trunk telephone circuits. It is a device incorporating an electronic
tone pulsator that prevents the caller being charged when making a call.

In C19 underworld slang coal is called blue chips. In the mining industry blue cap refers to the haze
over the flame of a miner’s safety-lamp when fire damp is present in the air.

Scale-blue refers to a scale-patterned royal blue, characteristic of certain Worcester china while blue
and white is an early C18 description of two coloured china such as willow pattern. Blue-print refers
to the blue design on china that is covered with clear glaze, hence blue-printing.

Blue fining is the process of fining wines using crystals of potassium ferrocyanide which remove
excessive amounts of iron and copper. It is potentially dangerous and not permitted in many wine
producing countries. Blue size is a thin gelatinous filler which has been dyed with logwood using
alum or ferrous sulphate. It was once used in shoe manufacture to seal pores in leather.

In Australia, a blue singlet is a member of the working class. More universally, a blue-collar worker
is someone working on the factory floor, as opposed to a white-collar employee who works in an
office. Hence, a blue-collar computer is used on the shop floor in contrast to a white-collar
computer used only for management data. A blueprint is a drawing, such as one made by an
architect or engineer, that has been reproduced in white lines on a blue background. More loosely is
it the plan or outline of any project or scheme. Plans and maps are copied to produce blueprints
using sensitized blue process paper.

Deep Blue was the name of the 1990 chess-playing IBM computer that has beaten Garry Kasparov. It
was developed via the machines called Deep Thought and Deep Purple. The first chess computer
was The Turk exhibited in Austria in 1770 but this fraud had a small person inside.

In the USA blue stone refers to a house having a fagade of soft, reddish-brown stone. In South Africa
blue wire, Afrikaans blouraad, is galvanised wire used on farms. Bluebell originally was the name of
a particular brand but is now a nickname for any metal polish. In Canada a blue box is a plastic box
for the collection of recyclable household material.

The blue shift is a shift in the spectral lines of a star toward the blue end of the visible spectrum; it is
caused by the Doppler effect of a star approaching the earth. A blue straggler is a star that lives for
an abnormally long time. Blue fire is a type of stage lighting used to produce startling effects.

The blue flash is a rarer version of the green flash atmospheric phenomenon. It can be seen only in
exceptional circumstances, when the atmosphere is extremely clean and split into a layer of warm
air over very cold air on the ground. The layering makes the atmosphere behave like a giant prism
bending the light and splitting out the different colours. It only lasts for a few seconds. A
cyanometer is an instrument used for measuring the intensity of the blue of the sky.

Cyanine or cyanin are terms that seem to be interchangeable when referring to a blue dye used in

photographic printing and textiles. A cyanotype is a blueprint, while cyanite is a blue silicate of
aluminium.

blue, maritime
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Seafarers have described different elements of the sea in terms of blue. In the USA military a blue
feature is any blue coloured area on maps indicating the presence of water. Blue water refers to the
open sea, where the depth of the water makes it appear blue and a blue-water sailor is one who
serves in deep-sea, rather than coastal, waters. Blue-water Navy refers to a naval force which
contains a balance of attack and supply ships, one which is self-sufficient to fight a campaign away
from home waters. The blue-water school was a term applied before the First World War to those
who believed that Britain's best defence lay in maintaining supremacy in sea power. In
Newfoundland a merchant's receipt for fish sold was called a blue note which was used to obtain
credit for the purchase of goods and provisions.

The phrase into the blue is used by skin-divers meaning to be without an horizon. Blue-washed as
well as meaning covered with a blue paint wash it means washed by the blue sea. Blue shirt at the
masthead is the nautical term indicating that a vessel is flying a blue flag in a call for help. Blue
pigeon is the name given to the lead used to take depth soundings a sea. Neptune the god of the sea
is called the blue god in the slang of the seaman. A blue light is early C19-20 slang for a seaman who
is, or pretends to be, especially pious; this may refer to the Indian Army symbol for temperance.

Blue Peter is the common name for the naval flag that is dark blue with a white central square
hoisted as a signal for immediate sailing. The flag represents the letter ‘P’. It is also the name given
to a medal awarded to Navy personnel for long service with good conduct as well as being the name
of a long running children’s programme on BBC TV.

The term blueback was C19-20 slang for a privately prepared nautical chart used extensively by
sailing vessels; from the colour of its back. The blue ticket was offered during economy drive of 1922
to a naval officer giving him the choice of retiring on a pension or being made redundant; from the
colour of the notice.

A native or resident of the Canadian maritime provinces especially Nova Scotia is a bluenose. A
theory was that the name originated from the blue nose potato which grows there. It is more likely
to originate from the runny noses brought on by the extremely cold winters. Originally the term
referred to the master or an officer of a Nova Scotia sailing ship. They had a reputation for brutal
maintenance of discipline. More C20 concerns the bluenose certificate which is a notice on a Service
Certificate that a naval rating has served north of the Arctic Circle.

Originally the silk blue ribbon was a badge of honour awarded to recipients of the Order of the
Garter. Later it generally referred to the first place in any competition. The Blue Ribbon, also Blue
Riband was awarded to the ship crossing the Atlantic Ocean at the fastest average speed. The first
race acknowledged as the start of the event took place in 1838 between the steamships Sirius and
Great Western when the latter won taking 14 days 12 hours. The first ship to hold it properly was
the Cunard Arcadia built in 1840.

Blue water liner was the term used for P&O Lines post First World War passenger services between
London and the Colonies. Colour was associated with many passenger ships through the livery. Black
Ball Line was a shipping company that ran the first regular scheduled service between New York and
Liverpool in 1818. Their three-masted sailing packet, the James Munroe, took a month. The White
Star Line a popular name for the Oceanic Steam Navigation Company started in 1845 from the
financial ruin of the Aberdeen White Star Line. By 1911-12 their ships were the last word in luxury
with the Olympia and the Titanic. The line was taken over by Cunard in 1936 to form Cunard-White
Star Ltd. The Blue Funnel, nickname Blue Flue, ships were cargo liners plying the world's trade
routes in the 1940’s to 1960’s. The Blue Funnel Line was the Alfred Holt commercial shipping line
named from the colour of its vessels' funnels. It was called the Welsh Navy because of a
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predominance of Welshmen on its staff. Blue Star ships wore a blue star on their black, white and
red funnels. White Empresses were the all-white passenger liners of the Canadian Pacific Steamship
Company, of which examples were Empress of France in the 1930s, and the Empress of Britain in
service during the 1930s until it was sunk by a German U-boat in 1940. The Green Goddess was the
name applied to the Caronia the first big liner built by Cunard after WWII; from her unique
colouring. Nothing to do with colour was the Ocean Greyhound, the name given to the fastest
Cunard Atlantic liners. Blue boats are small craft used on the River Dart by cadets at the Royal Naval
College, Dartmouth.

blue, medical and veterinary

Since the mid C18 blue has been associated with plagues, once believed to have been carried by
vapours, smells or miasma. This is possibly due to the blue-black or leaden livid colour of bruised
skin, hence the term blue eye, or black eye, for bruising or blackening around the eye. Also, since
C14 there have been references to turn blue which is to become blue after a blow, as in black and
blue or blue-beat, through cold or vascular constriction. In early C18 to blue also meant to blush.
More recently a blue cat is a term for a tramp recently adopting the life-style but with little or no
experience, perhaps from being out all night and the colour of resulting cold skin.

Blue verdig, also Goulard's extract, lotion or water was a solution of lead subacetate used to treat
inflammation and also an ointment for lightening the colour of skin. Blue jack is C19-earlyC20
nautical slang for the disease Cholera morbus, because of the livid skin colour it causes. The Blue Girl
was Isabella Hazard of Sunderland who was the first person in UK to catch Indian cholera in the 1832
outbreak; the disease was brought there by ship. A blue bloater is C20 hospital slang for a patient
whose skin becomes blue as the result of a combination of emphysema and obesity; a pink puffer
has severe emphysema.

A blue baby is one baby suffering from a congenital heart defect and showing symptoms in the form
of a blue colour of the skin especially the lips. That is, the baby has blue disease or cyanosis, or blue
jaundice. Young children who have too high a quantity of nitrates in the water they drunk can suffer
from the blue baby syndrome condition caused by blocking the ability of the blood to carry oxygen.
Affected skin may have blue or purple spots. Hence cyanose, showing the characteristics of cyanosis.

Pyocyanin, Greek puon pus, is the blue colouring obtained from pus which is blue or lead coloured. It
is a toxin secreted by certain bacteria that exist in the cystic fibrosis lung. Pyoxanthin, pyoxanthose,
Greek xanthos yellow, is the yellow colouring which occurs with pyocyanin.

Blue vein, also blue-veined steak, also blue-veined trumpet refers to the penis and its erection,
from the resulting distended blue vein. In the USA blue balls is venereal disease, especially
gonorrhoea. The same term is also used regarding the uncomfortable state said to be experienced
by men left on the edge of orgasm. Perhaps it is because of this that blue is associated with venereal
disease or it is maybe because of the colour of the mercury preparations used in its cure. For
example, blue boar also blue boy, was C18-19 slang for a venereal abscess or tumour. This possibly
refers to a London tavern, the Blue Boar. Blue fever is C20 nautical slang for venereal disease.

Cures containing mercury were common in C18 and used in Guy's Hospital until the early C20. For
example, the blue pill was used in the C18 slang as a syphilis treatment and also given to alleviate
biliousness. Blues, blue dip (a solution) and blue ointment were also in use as cures. During the First
World War blue unction was an ointment used to exterminate crabs, the parasitic louse, Phthirus
pubis; from its colour. Blue butter or navy blue butter was an Irish nickname for a mercurial
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ointment once used to treat parasites and venereal disease. In C20 Australian slang a blue-light
clinic is one devoted to the treatment of venereal disease and a blue-light outfit was a kit issued to
service personnel for its prevention.

Blue mass, also blue pills, were anti-depressant cathartic pills used for cholera, toothache and
depression. After being prescribed them Abraham Lincoln, renowned for his composure under
pressure, is said to have recognized that they made him very bad tempered. To be blue is to be sad,
depressed, dispirited, perhaps an allusion to the cold - see blue, sadness and music

Blue-eared pig disease is a reproductive syndrome in which affected pigs sometimes exhibit a blue
discoloration of their extremities and an increased level of abortions and still births. It is a notifiable
condition. Blue bag is ovine mastitis, an acute inflammation of the sheep udder and often
gangrenous. Blue tongue is an infectious disease of cattle and sheep in South Africa and the USA. It
is caused by a virus that is transmitted by blood sucking insects, genus Culicoides, which causes the
tongue to be blue and swollen. The disease has spread from North Africa into southern and now
northern Europe. In Australia a blue-tongue is a casual labourer on a cattle station or an hotel
handyman. The term blue louse is given to any of the sucking lice that infest cattle and sheep.

The Blue Brain Project is an attempt to create a part of the brain using the Blue Gene
supercomputer. In Spain a collaborative project is called the Cajal Blue Brain. Initially, an artificial
cellular neocortical column of the rat was modelled, including mapping the neurons and their
connections. The aim is to produce a full working simulation of the human brain.

blue, movements and organizations

Blue Gowns was an order of privileged mendicants or beggars who, in return for praying for the
souls of others, was clothed in a gown of blue cloth and given alms. The order died out in 1863.

Blue Mantle is one of the four pursuivants, a royal herald of the College of Arms. The term also
refers to the apparel worn by the person holding that office which dates from C15 and holds
responsibility with other heralds for the granting of new coats of arms.

The Blue Eagle was the identifying sign of the USA National Recovery Administration used during the
1930’s. It represented a campaign inaugurated by the US government under President F. D.
Roosevelt to alleviate widespread unemployment, abolish child labour, and promote reasonable pay
and working hours.

The Blue Knight Movement was the artists group der Blaue Reiter or The Blue Rider created in 1911
in Munich by Kandinsky, who liked horses, and Marc, who liked riders; they both liked blue. This
aimed to free art from the constraint of reality thus opening the way to abstraction. The Blue Lodge
is a Masonic lodge in which the first three degrees are conferred, from the colour of the decorations
of the degrees. The Big Blue is the familiar name for the IBM Company; the logo and products were
this colour. The Big Blue was also the name of the crane that collapsed in Milwaukee, USA, in 1999,
when three died at a baseball stadium, causing 100 million dollars worth of damage.

blue, obscenity
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The colour is associated with obscenity, a blue movie being a cinema film regarded as obscene or
pornographic. Blue talk is a rude conversation hence to make the air blue is to swear or use obscene
language. In C18 the slang term a bit of blue is an obscene story and blueness is smutty talk.
Similarly, in Scotland a blue thread was an indecent or smutty story. Originating in the C20 the term
blue velvets is leather apparel used in sexual practices of bondage and domination. The association
of blue with pornographic, obscene or indecent possibly arose from the colour worn by jailed
prostitutes in the C16-17, or perhaps from the French Bibliothéque Bleu, relating to books of
guestionable character. Another derivation maybe from the colour of the genitals, see blue vein,
and its subsequent association with venereal disease. In the black south USA to blue-goose meant to
pursue women and to seek sexual affairs.

On the other hand, it is very possible that the lascivious connotations of the colour come from the
blue light typically used in, for example, strip clubs.The relatively low density of blue cones in the
retina makes for sparse spatial sampling and hence less information about what is being looked
at.The theory is that what is imagined for the missing details are more titillating than what one
would see in adequate broad-spectrum light.

blue, oral tradition

Blue clothing is a gender marker for baby boys in the UK, hence blue for a boy, but pink for a girl.
From the C14 it has been a symbol of sky, heaven, peace, faithfulness, allegiance and truth.
Association of the colour blue with boys is believed to have originated in the Middle East, where
ancient superstition held that blue, the colour of heaven, was sacred. It was thought to repel evil
spirits, thus offering protection to male children, considered to be of greater value to the family than
females. The use of the pink for a girl saying is thought to have originated with the colour of human
skin, was associated with activities of the flesh, such as childbirth.

This is indicated in the sayings true as Coventry blue, meaning having complete fidelity or constancy,
and true blue will never stain, meaning real faithfulness admits of no disloyalty. Possibly this phrase
derives from the constant blue of the sky, or from the blue apron of the butcher which does not
show blood stains. Perhaps from the Spanish saying that the blood of the aristocrat is bluer than that
of inferior people. It is extended to marriage through the sayings for the bride to marry in blue,
forever true, also that she should wear something old, something new, something borrowed,
something blue.

In art is a convention to paint the Virgin Mary wearing blue robes. This is possibly a continuation of
the tradition that blue was a protective colour against the evil eye, as it still is in parts of Greece,
Turkey and the Middle East. Alternatively, it is a form of respect and veneration that the Virgin
should be clothed in the most expensive colorant available.

When a candle burns blue it is a sign of the presence of supernatural spirits that cause illness and
presages death; it is a belief that was held from the C16 to C19. From the mid C17 the colour blue, in
the form of ribbons, woollen threads and bonnets, has been used in the UK to protect the wearer,
human and animal, from gout, cramps and from fever while nursing baby. In Scotland the phrase
“give a dad with the blue bonnet” was said when attempting to ward off a spell or curse with a
charm. In the 1860s General Augustus Pleasanton of Philadelphia, USA, maintained that many
diseases of humans and animals could be cured under the influence of blue glass. During the first
quarter of the C20 it was common for London schoolchildren to wear such beads imported from
Austria to protect them from colds and bronchitis.
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Loo blue, also privy blue, is the colour blue said to keep away flies. Blue paint was traditionally used
to colour outside lavatories, hence loo, in Yorkshire in the C19-early C20. The same belief is to be
found in rural Germany and India. During the Second World War occupation of Finland Russians built
houses, like their own in western Russia, with porches that were painted blue. This was done to keep
flies away. After the war in Finland the colour became much disliked and was not used, for example,
for packaging or posters.

Colour can have a folklore symbolism and an example is the blues and reds in C18 and C19 Jamaica
these were rival troupes of coloured or black girls who competed with each other in fancy-dress
parades at Christmas and New Year. Of these general dress colours, the reds represented the
English, and the blues the Scots.

blue, people

Bluetooth was the name given to King Harald of Denmark who reigned towards the end of the C10,
he is noted for the unification of the country which he converted to Christianity in the 960s. Blue
eyes is a nickname for someone having blue eyes, for example Ol Blue Eyes, the name given to the
American singer Frank Sinatra. In Australia, blue is a general nickname for a red-headed person, and
a blue-tongue is a handyman on a station, or in a hotel. The latter name derives from the local blue-
tongue lizard also called blue-tone skink. Blue-eyed Maid was the name given by Homer to the
goddess Minerva. Geraint the Blue Bard, probably alive during the C9, was noted for his severe
moral poetry. Billy Blue was the nickname of Sir William Cornwallis (1744-1819), the British Admiral
who fought in the Napoleonic war (1803-1815). Blue Monkey or The Marquis Luis Augusto Pinto de
Soveral, was Portuguese ambassador to London in late C18-earlyC19 and uniquely eminent in
Edwardian society. He was so-called because of his blue-black hair and dark complexion. Sir Blue
String Walpole or Robin Bluestring was Prime Minister Sir Robert Walpole. This name was an
allusion to his blue ribbon as a knight of the Garter (1676—1745). Blue Larkspur was a race horse
bred in the 1920s by Colonel Bradley; he became an outstanding sire of brood mares and had a great
influence on USA pedigrees.

The mid C20 term blue rinse concerned hair colouring that gives a blue tint to white or light grey
hair. Also to an elderly woman socialite, from their widespread use of blue rinse, USA then UK,
hence, to blue-rinse is to apply the tint.

Bluebeard, represented as having a blue beard, is a mythological character renowned for murdering
his wives. He left the keys to his castle with his seventh and last wife, Fatima, with the instruction
that she should not open the door to a certain room. She disobeyed and found the bodies of his
previous six wives. In surprise she dropped the key into the blood and when she tried to wipe it off it
reappeared on the other side. She was eventually spared from death by her brothers who killed her
husband. Bluebeard is a name also given to a man who has had a number of wives. Bluebeard's key
is a reference to the tendency of over-indulgence in one direction to become an extreme of the
opposite, for example over-fond friends becoming enemies or prodigals becoming mean. Gilles de
Rais, Marshall of France, was called Bluebeard; he was burned at the stake in 1440 after confessing
under torture for the murder of children and heresy. He was so called by Charles Perrault in his
stories for children. Bluebeard was also C19 underworld slang for a castle.

Marlene Dietrich the film star was known as The Blue Angel after her 1930 film which launched her
career; she died in 1992 at the age of 90. Blue Max was the name given to the medal Pour le Merite,
after Max Immelman the First World War German fighter pilot.
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Picasso shifted from his Rose Period to his Blue Period in 1905 when he changed from painting
images of tattered beggars and blind musicians to painting costumed actors.

blue, police related

Since the C16 blue has been traditionally associated with authority especially since 1829 when
Parliament established the police force and uniform (blues) and members became of the Blue Force.
Slang terms include bluebottles, men in blue, boys in blue, blue-boys, blue-belly, blue job and blue
devils. In the summer white trousers were worn, hence a blue and white and a gentleman in blue
and white was a policeman in mid-late C19 slang. Bilking the blues means evading the police. To
blue is to inform the police. A provincial traffic policeman in South Africa is a blue jacket from the
colour of the uniform coat. At the end of the 1960s the hippie term for a member of the
establishment and of the police in particular was blue meanie. Irish police are prevented from
striking by law, hence, when they want to protest, say concerning pay, there is a spontaneous
outbreak of blue flu, from the colour of their uniform. Similarly a red rash is a non existent illness
attributed to firemen who call in sick as a protest in lieu of strike action, red referring to the
traditional colour of the fire engine.

The blue lamp was the traditional sign outside police stations in the UK and the use of blue extends
to police vehicles. Blue light vehicles include those services permitted by the Road Vehicle Licensing
Regulations (UK) to display blue lights in emergency situations. Blues and twos is used in the UK to
describe police cars when responding to a call, this refers to the flashing blue light and two tone
sound. In Australia a blue light, or blue lighter is a highway patrol car. Blue liz was C20 underworld
slang for a police patrol wagon. In New York blue painted police cars are called blue dangers and
blue lights is black USA for motorised police. Blue Lightning is the name given to the Miami drug
enforcement agency task force. In Australian slang bluebird was a policeman or a police or patrol
car. In the blue means in trouble with the police in New Zealand, possibly because summonses were
written on blue paper.

blue, political and legal

Bluestocking, was a name given to Cromwell’s Little Parliament of 1653, from their puritanical
humble dress. A true blue was a C17 Covenanter, from their chosen colour, the blue of the St
Andrew flag of Scotland as opposed to the royalist red. Hence use of the term was extended to any
staunch or devoted Presbyterian. The saying true blue meant a symbol of honesty and faithfulness,
see blue, religious belief.

In the C17 and C18 a true blue was a supporter of the Whigs in Scotland. Colour is used as a
shorthand when referring to political parties and since the early C19 blue has traditionally been
associated with the Conservative Party in the UK. The Blue Ribbon Club was started by Julian
Critchley and Michael Hestletine at Oxford University as a rival to the Oxford University Conservative
Association with the aim of being a ginger group to disseminate Conservative polices in 1952. Blue
Foxes is the name given to a group of ambitious young urban Tory women who campaigned against
the reintroduction of fox hunting in the UK in 2011.

A blue is someone who is opposed to change, especially in politics. Similarly blue and buff were the
colours of the former Whig party. The Blueshirts was the common name for the early 1930s fascist
political movement that used them as a uniform. This also applied in Ireland to right wing members
of the Fine Gael party. Women members were called the Blue Blouses.
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Blue Rod is the shortened version of the official title Gentleman Usher of the Blue Rod, an officer of
the Order of St.Michael and St.George. A junior legal counsel in the C17 carried their robes of office
in a green bag, but the colour was later changed to a blue bag. When the junior gives particular
assistance to a Queen's Counsel it is traditional for him to be presented with a red bag, which he
retains for the rest of his career. To forget the blue bag is a saying meaning to ignore the outward
signs of position or status. Blue papers were official documents sent to the authorities of a prison,
concerning the release of a person serving a life sentence.

In Britain the blue box is the biosecurity zone inside which movement of cattle requires a permit.
Inside the red box movement is completely banned. This scheme was used during the outbreak of
foot and mouth disease among cattle in 2001.The more well known red boxes, or dispatch boxes are
customarily used by cabinet members and the Queen, to transport government papers.

A blue law is one of the rigorous laws designed to regulate morals and conduct in colonial New
England in C18, hence any similar laws restricting behaviour on perceived moral or ethical grounds.
It is also a law regulating work, commerce and amusement on Sundays. Blue sky refers to forged or
worthless securities in the USA, hence blue sky laws are regulations designed to protect potential
investors from offers of worthless securities which have all the value of a patch of blue sky.

blue, religious belief

A bluenose is an extremely proper puritanical strait-laced person, especially one with an affected
manner. This USA slang, perhaps deriving from ‘true blue’ by which name Scottish Presbyterians
were known in the C17 .In the USA blue means blasphemous or puritanical, morally or religiously
dogmatic. In Ireland blue-belly is an abusive term for a Protestant Dissenter. Similarly in C18-19
slang a blue-skin is a former contemptuous term for a member of the Presbyterian church. Blue
became the Presbyterian colour and used by them when describing people or books. A blue light
was a seaman who is, or pretends to be, especially pious. This early C19 and C20 slang may refer to
the Indian Army symbol for temperance.

Blue Nuns was the name given to Catholic sisterhoods such as the Sisters of the Temple, from the
blue in their dress. This was a pre-reformation foundation originating in London and are so called in
both England and France. This name is also given to nuns of the Franciscan order wearing habits of
Franciscan brown with an outer cloak of coarse blue cloth. The Blue Nun or Blue Lady was Sister
Marie de Jesus Agreda of Spain, 1602-1665, who was a member of the order. She had visions and
told stories of many travels to faraway lands telling the people there of the Word of Christ. Later,
Spanish explorers returning from unexplored New Mexico met native Indian tribes who somehow
knew of Jesus Christ. They said they were visited by a white-skinned lady dressed in blue who
appeared in a haze and distributed gifts of rosaries and helped them build places of worship. The
rapid Spanish conquest of the area was said to be due to her visitations. Her body lies in her convent
uncorrupted by death. Internationally the Blue Sisters are members of the Little Company of St.
Mary committed to looking after the sick and dying.

Blue broadway is a concept of heaven, associated with the sky in 1940s slang. On the other hand

blue blazes has been a common term for Hell since the late C19, probably because of the blue
flames emitted by burning brimstone.

blue, sadness and music
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In the mid C16 to look blue was to have a very high degree of fear, supposedly from the pallid
countenance fear is said to induce. In early C17 a blue devil was an evil demon. In C18 blue devils,
also blues, became a state of severe depression including depression brought about by alcohol.
Symptoms included apparitions resulting from Delirium tremens, supposedly seen by drunkards. This
term is used in New Zealand and Australia. An obsolete C19 expression blues means to look
disconcerted, to be mortified or disappointed. In C20 Afro-American slang blue funk, also blue, blue
fear, to look blue also refers to a state of depression and lack of will. In Australia blue funk is used to
describe extreme fear.

Once black but now the blues is a psychological state of sadness or depression. To look blue, or a
blue look out mean that the future looks bleak and unpromising. There are a number of reasons put
forward for this association. First, its association with slavery may account for the explanation that it
is the blue of the distant hills, the individual looking sadly and longingly towards his or her home of
Africa. Second, it may derive from the old belief of the association of a blue-burning candle with
illness and death. Third, it may refer to feelings of low spirits and depression caused by the cold.
Fourth, it may derive from the depression brought about by alcoholic blues, possibly referring to the
drinking of blue methylated spirits, see blue, alcohol. Blue devilism is a form of depression Involving
severe mood swings, said to have been suffered by Robert Burns, Scotland's national bard.

In North America a blue blanket refers to any personal item from which one derives a feeling of
confidence or security. In contrast, blue sky, also blue-sky, alludes to the happiness projected by
blue sky, hence problems for which an impracticable approach is taken or ones that are ignored. The
term blue sky thinking implies the generation of creative ideas that are not limited by current
thinking or beliefs. It may have originated in the business world for discussions that took place
during a round of golf.

Use of the term blues by Afro Americans describing a state of mind has been noted from the 1860's.
However, it was not applied to a song form until approximately 1919, when it emerged through
combining hollers, extemporized songs performed by individual Afro-American workers in the south
USA as accompaniment to field work, and black ballads, which flourished between 1870 and 1915.
The tempo is usually slow, and lyrics, if any, are sad. Blues grew out of the grief and oppression of
slavery in rural areas and has a history mainly independent of jazz. The qualities and tone particular
to the blues include bluesy or blue notes which were achieved by slightly flattening often the third,
fifth and seventh notes of the scale. A bluesman is a musician who specializes in singing or playing
the blues.

Blue-eyed soul is a type of jazz or soul music based on the blues of the black tradition, but written
and performed by white musicians in the USA. The blue yodel was invented in the late 1920's by the
country singer Jimmy Rogers, during the attempt by white musicians to become comfortable with
the blues form. He recorded Blue Yodel No 9 with Louis Armstrong. During this period arranged big
band blues were performed by Jelly Roll Morton with the Red Hot Peppers. In the 1940's the strong
influence of jazz on the blues emerged with the early stages of rhythm and blues. Blue beat is 1960s
music of West Indian origin, with a highly off-beat rhythmic character and also a dance performed to
such music, this developed into reggae. Blue-grass is a type of country music featuring close
harmony and virtuoso banjo, guitar and fiddle playing traditional in the south USA. Much of this
originated from music brought to the Appalachians by English, Irish and Scots immigrants.

blue, sayings
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Blue sayings can be divided into a number of broad groups. These concern sayings implying quality,
implying errors, implying rarity, implying anger, implying extremes of behaviour, implying physical
distance and a final group where a degree of logic can be implied.

Sayings linked with high quality. To live up to one's blue china, means to live the best or most
expensive life-style that one can afford. Blue eyes true eyes implies that someone with blue eyes
can be trusted. A Blue-eyed boy is a term denoting the favoured son of a family, or a person in any
group who is generally shown preference or favour. A blue-eye in the RAF is someone who is
specially favoured. Hence, to blue eye, is to flatter someone. Blue and better blue implies that there
are outstanding individuals even among those considered to be equals. This is an equivalent to
saying that they are equals, but some are more equal than others. True as Coventry blue means
faithful and constant, referring to the permanent blue cloth made in Coventry. Also, true blue never
stains refers to a person of honour, referring to the blue aprons of butchers, which conceal
bloodstains.

Sayings linked with mistakes. This group includes the C19 slang to blue meaning to bungle, to make
an error. This continued in 1941 in Australia and New Zealand where the term means to have a
disagreement or to make a mistake or generally make a mess of something. Similarly, there to put
up a blue is a mistake or a breaking of the rules, and to come off bluely is to do badly. To look blue
is to show surprise or astonishment.

Sayings linked with distance. Blue is used to describe hills in the distance and veins showing through
the skin (early C17), also smoke and skimmed milk (mid C19), and steel. So, the blue is far away, the
distance, the sea, or the sky, similarly the wild blue yonder is far away and describes a venture into
the unknown as does the WW!I phrase in the blue meaning lost or out of touch. Having the same
origin a bolt from the blue is an unanticipated happening, usually unwelcome and out of the blue is
unexpected and sudden as out of the sky or from heaven. The mid C19 by all that's blue when used
with emphasis means certainty, a replacement for ‘by God'.

Sayings linked with depression and anger. Blue about the gills is to appear depressed and in late C18
slang as blue as a razor meant exceptionally depressed or angry. To be blue in the face is to have
reached a state of complete exhaustion or frustration following intense physical or mental effort. To
have a blue fit is to become very angry or shocked in New Zealand while in the Caribbean blue vex is
to be very angry. To cry blue murder means to shout and make an outcry in fear or to raise an alarm,
mid C19.

A consequence of extreme anger is verbal or physical conflict. Make the air blue means to swear or
use obscene language while in Australia in the blue is slang meaning out of control, similar to red
mist. Going further, to turn on a blue in Australia and to send off the blue in New Zealand is to start
a fight.

Sayings linked with extremes of behaviour in some sense or other. A blue streak is anything moving
very quickly, hence in the USA and Canada to talk a blue streak is to speak very rapidly and
continuously. Till all’s blue means to extend something to its limit or for an infinite time or carried to
the utmost, from the idea of a vessel leaving port and getting to blue water. When applied to
drinking in the early C17 it means becoming drunk. To be blue-nosed in the USA is to speak or act
primly, while in the UK to take the blue road is to leave the country in favour of the city. Conversely,
leaving the city for the country is to take the white road. Blue sky is also a theoretical research
project conducted without reference to any future practical application. An extreme is the Australian
and New Zealand custom of calling a red haired person blue. Also in Australia a blue duck is a
baseless rumour or a failure, and when someone is in a blue funk they are in a state of extreme fear.
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Sayings linked with ‘logical’ explanations. Some blue terms have blue describing rare events. Once in
a blue moon is something extremely rare or impossible, something that almost never occurs. Blue
moons have been referred to for 400 years and there are a number of theories as to the origin.
Perhaps originally it meant something that never occurs. Occasionally, volcanic eruptions throw dust
into the atmosphere and the resulting scattered light makes the moon look blue. Since 1946 the
origin has been interpreted as when two moons occur in the same month. This occurs every 2.72
years. In almanacs a blue moon seems to be connected with years that contained four moons in a
season and in a preferred definition it is the third full moon in a three-month calendrical season that
has four full moons. The origin may arise from the C16 phrase to argue that the moon is blue, that
is, arguing that black is white. Blue moon is also late C19-20 rhyming slang for a spoon.

To rain blue snow is a similar impossible action or rare occurrence as is a fall of snow in southern
USA. Such events are rare as a blue rose or a blue dahlia. Another saying is as rare as a blue
diamond, derived from the relative scarcity and value of a genuinely blue-hued diamond. Also rare
as in the meaning of a blue eye is a mistake of nature.

Also perhaps logical are the expressions blue and green should never be seen, or blue and green
should never be seen without a colour in between, or blue and green should never be seen except
upon a Fairy Queen is advice applying to women's dresses. These possibly date from before the
1880s when available synthetic fabric shades did not go well together. Nowadays such a colour
combination is acceptable in garments.

Associating the colour blue with males through blue for a boy is believed to have originated in the
Middle East, where ancient superstition held that blue, the colour of heaven, was sacred. It was
thought to repel evil spirits, thus offering protection to male children, considered to be of greater
value to the family than females. In France the converse belief in blue for a girl derives from the
colour used in paintings which depict the Madonna’s robes.

Also logical is put into blue which is a United Nations term for a resolution that can be voted on in
24 hours, a procedure set up to deal with crisis situations. This is derived from the colour of paper
used. Perhaps a similar explanation can be found for to get the blue ink, which is early C20
underworld slang meaning to be turned over to the police by a pawnbroker. Blue sky thinking is
business jargon for discussions that take place during a round of golf, or creativity initiated without
regard for established practice .

Blue o'clock in the morning was a C19 London street term for the time before dawn when the black
night sky begins to lighten toward blue. As fond of a raw place as a bluebottle is a saying applied to
someone who profits from the troubles and misfortunes of other people. Between the devil and the
deep blue sea is being faced with two alternatives, both of which are dangerous or otherwise
undesirable. To buzz around like a blue-arsed fly means to scurry around pointlessly, in an erratic
and frenzied fashion. The blue-arsed fly, also the blue blowfly is the insect that causes sheep strike
disease. As American as blueberry pie refers to a person or thing held to represent American values
or life-style.

Less obvious perhaps were the logical derivations for the terms to wind a blue clue and three blue
beans in one blue bladder. The former refers to the former Scottish custom of winding a ball of
worsted in a kiln at Halloween in order to divine the name of one's future spouse. The latter is said
to be named after a clown’s rattle and means loud, blustery talk with little or no meaning.
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blue similes

Blue similes have a number of origins with meanings associated with sadness. Associations with
natural objects include as blue as a bilberry; a mazzard (dark cherry) in Ireland and west England; a
blaver (cornflower), in north England. Also related to low spirits is the alliterative blue as a badger,
animals that are naturally black and white.

Association with other natural features are blue whinstone, which in north England included any
dark coloured, hard rock such as basalt similar to whetstone and leah stone; these are hard stones
used for sharpening knives and scythes. It is possible the association with blue is with the sadness of
breaking such hard materials. Of wider natural provenance are as blue as the faraway hills, or the
sky, or blue with cold.

Association with manufactured materials include blue as a needle, or razor; part of the process of
needle production involves a softening of the head for polishing by bluing in a flame. Both are
associated through perceived cleverness or sharpness. As blue as wad, from woad, a body dye, in
north and east England arises from the colour of the manufactured product; its flowers are yellow.

In northern England, as blue as a Conservative arises from the political association of the colour.

blue, pastimes and sports

In general the name Blues is given to a team whose strip is blue. It is also a means of identification of
the materials of sport, for example, one of the balls used in snooker; in archery it is the second ring
from the centre of the target. The blue line occurs in ice hockey, being one of two parallel blue lines
across the rink showing through the ice dividing the two defensive zones from the centre ice area.
Hence, a blue-liner is a defence man. In tennis the blue line is the service line. A bluebird, also
greenie, is C20 Australian slang surfers' term for a wave that has not broken.

Sports teams called Blues include the football clubs of Everton, Chelsea and Ipswich Town in the UK,
the New South Wales state teams, the Bluebirds are the Carlton team within Victoria football league
and the Bluebags are the Newtown rugby team in NSW.

In Graeco-Roman wrestling the combatants wear either blue or red. The referee wears cuff bands of
these colours and uses either the blue arm or the red arm to indicate when that wrestler has scored.

The blue ribbon of the turf is a nickname for the Derby horse race held at Epsom racecourse UK. The
name is attributed to the former Prime Minister Disraeli. In C20 slang to drive blue in motor racing
means to drive to the limit.

A blue eye is a type of marble used in games in southern USA. A blue-handled rake at a fairground
booth is the stairs with railing that leads to a stage. A blue peter is a signal in the game of whist to

call for trumps.

In Australia, to bet on the blue is to make horse racing bets on credit.

blue, transport and communication
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Blue Belle was the first road engine built in 1860/61 by R E Crompton while still at Harrow School. It
was the first mechanical road transport introduced into the British Army in the late 1860s. Donald
Campbell named his speed record breaking racing cars and boats Blue Bird after enjoying a
performance of the play L'oiseau bleu, or Bluebird of Happiness. This is a fairy play, in which the
symbol of happiness is a blue bird, written by Maurice Maeterlinck in 1905, first produced in
Moscow in Russian by Stanislavsky in 1908.

The Blue Train, French Le Train Bleue, is a fast luxurious train that travelled during the 1920s
between the French Riviera, the English Channel, and via ferry to Dover and London. It was the
subject of a challenge in which Woolf Barnato was bet £1000 he could beat the train while driving
his 6.5 litre Bentley car. The car won. One of Agatha Christie’s novels was set on board this train. The
second Blue Train was a luxury train that ran once a month until 2002 between South Africa
(Pretoria) and Zimbabwe (Victoria Falls). It was withdrawn because of low demand caused by
political instability in Zimbabwe. The train now runs between Pretoria and Cape Town in South
Africa. The Blue Train was also the name of Marshall Tito’s personal train during his time as
president of Yugoslavia, the colour featured heavily in the livery. The luxury train was built in 1959
and he used it until his death in 1980. Until 2013 it was available for charter.

The Blue Streak was the British rocket that was cancelled as a military and satellite launcher in 1960.
The Australian Virgin airline which has red planes is called Virgin Blue after the Australian custom
referring to red haired people as blue headed.

Bluetooth refers to the communication technology that permits wireless links to be made between
mobile computers, mobile phones, handheld devices and the internet. It also permits the use of
headsets without a wire. Bluetooth devices are able to detect all unshielded Bluetooth devices that
are in the near vicinity. Hence, bluejacking is sending messages free of charge using Bluetooth
devices.

Blue light vehicles are used by those services permitted by the Road Vehicle Licensing Regulations to
display blue lights during emergencies. Blue juice is a term used by airline stewards for the blue
liquid used to flush on-board lavatories.

In heraldry the blue boar was the device or badge of Richard, Duke of York, father of Edward IV. The
blue blanket is a banner representing Edinburgh craftsmen. It is said to have been the first banner
planted on the walls of Jerusalem during the Holy Wars. In the late C19 a blue ribbon badge
identified a teetotaller, hence, the Blue Ribbon Army was a C19 teetotallers' group and a blue
ribboner was a member of the Blue Ribbon Army, a teetotaller. To break the blue ribbon means to
take a drink after swearing off the consumption of alcohol. Blue ribbon also refers to the blue silk
ribbon, notably that of the order of the Garter, worn as a badge of honour. In general the term blue
ribbon refers to the award of first place in a competition.

A blue light, also Bengal light is a bright blue pyrotechnic used for signalling at sea at night, named
after the source of saltpetre, a major ingredient; 1680. They were used in conjunction with gun fire
to communicate the admiral’s orders. A blue one is a railwayman's term for a green light meaning
that the line is clear.

A blue flag is awarded to beaches and marinas that meet minimum European standards for
cleanliness. Qualifications also include high standards of safety, information, and water quality. In
Formula One grad prix motor racing a light blue flag signals to a driver that he is about to be lapped.
A blue plaque is placed on a London house which has a special connection with a person or event
deemed worthy of public recognition. The person must have been dead for at least 20 years or the
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centenary of their birth must have passed. The scheme was started by the Royal Society of Arts in
1864 but it then passed through the Greater London Council to English Heritage who now organizes
it. This practice now occurs in other regions of the UK.

Blue badges are awarded for interesting letters and programme ideas, stories, poems, pictures and
those who have appeared on the BBC children’s programme Blue Peter. Silver badges are for those
who, having won a blue badge, do something extra for the show. A Blue badge holder having
received it for a letter can receive a silver badge for a picture or a poem. Green badges are given for
letters and pictures with a conservation and environmental theme. Gold badges are awarded for
exceptional achievements such as extreme bravery. Blue badges are given to incapacitated persons
finding difficult in walking any distance. The badges permit car parking in privileged areas.

blue, war

The Bonnie Blue Flag of Dixie, also Bonnie Blue Flag is an American Civil War song originally of the
North. In your suit of blue, is a line of an American Civil War song of which there are two versions,
one for the North, one for the South. It was sung to the tune ‘Weeping and Lonely’. The North’s
version was ‘Oh! how proud you stand before me, In your suit of blue. When you vowed to me and
country Ever to be true.’ The South's version was: ‘Oh! How proud you stand before me, In your suit
of grey. When you vowed from me and country Ne'er to go astray’.

The Blue Squadron in the mid C17 was one of the divisions of the English navy, now it is the Royal
London Yacht Club, from its blue ensign. The Blue Light was so called from the allegation that on
December 12 1813 American Federalists traitorously signalled the British by means of ‘friendly’ blue
lights on either end of the mouth of the harbour at New London, Connecticut. Members of the wing
of the American Federalist party opposed to the war with the British of 1812 became known as blue
light federalists. General Stonewall Jackson was given the name “Old Blue Lights” because of his
overt display of religious piety.

The Blue Division and Blue Squadron were units of anti-Communist soldiers sent by General
Franco’s Spain to fight alongside the German Army at the Eastern Front during the Second World
War. They volunteered to fight the Red Army to repay the Soviet Union for its attempts to export
Communism to Spain during the Spanish Civil War, 1936-9. They became Hitler’s Spanish Legion or
the Blue Legion. Those captured were put to slave labour in the USSR and survivors were not
repatriated until 1954. The Bluebirds was a Bosnian women's military unit formed in 1992; from the
colour of their headbands.

The armed forces can claim a number of blue slang terms. During C18 units of blue-uniformed troops
were called blues. A blue-eyed boy denotes the favoured son of a family, or a person in any group
who is generally shown preference or favour. Hence, a blue-eye in the RAF is someone specially
favoured. A blue-domer is an officer who does not appear for church parade; from a saying that the
worship of God is most appropriate under the blue dome of the sky. A number of terms relate to the
bluish colour of lead and steel. Blue lightning was a Texan term for a revolver, hence, a flash of blue
lightning meant certain death. A blue ticket is a pistol or other handgun, possibly from the bluish
colour of the metal. C19 slang for bullets include blue pill, blue plum, blue plumb and blue whistler.
In C20 services slang to shit blue lights is to be completely terrified.

Sneezing gas, a military poison gas used by the Germans during WW!I was called blue cross gas. The
German green cross gas introduced in 1917, released a lethal mixture of chlorine and phosgene.
Another name for this was white star gas. The yellow cross shell released mustard gas. The gasses
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were so called from marks on the shells. During WWI brothels used by British soldiers along the
Western Front were segregated by coloured lamps; the blue lamp for officers, the red lamp for
other ranks. In the Second World War Australian army slang a bluey was an airmail letter, from its
colour (plural bluies). A blue discharge is one written on blue paper formerly given to those too
inefficient or to those incompatible for service with the USA Army and Air Force. Blueberry pie was a
homosexual sailor. In South Africa a blue arse, Afrikaans blougat, also blouie is a national
serviceman who has completed half of his military service. The 80th Infantry Division of the USA
Army, The Blue Ridge, which was originally drawn from Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia,
known as the Blue Ridge states.

C20 air raid alerts were colour coded for the military or civil defence. A blue alert is the second-stage
warning of possible air attack; yellow alert is first-stage; red alert is the final most imminent; and
white alert is all clear.

During war exercises blues and reds are the names given to opposing sides. Blue represented the
home side, hence blue on blue refers to troops killed by ‘friendly fire’. Red represented enemy
forces. When the USSR ceased to be a threat the reds were replaced with golds except for the
attacks perpetrated by armed Muslims when these are termed green on blue events.

A blue-nose certificate is a note on a Service Certificate that a naval rating has served north of the
Arctic Circle, C20 slang.

The bleuet de France, which symbolises the blue cornflower, was the colour of the uniforms worn
by young French soldiers during WW!I. The colour was also worn by wounded troops on both sides of
the English Channel. The bleuet symbol has since been extended to commemorate the war dead,
similar to the red poppy used by the British. Both flowers grew prolifically on battle scarred land in
France.

blue, weather

From the early 18C the sky has been known as the blue blanket and in Scotland an opening in the
clouds revealing the sky is called a blue bore. In the eastern USA another name for an Indian
summer, a short spell of unusually warm autumn weather, is blue bird weather. In the southwestern
USA a blue norther, also blue whistler or blue darter is a strong north wind, accompanied by sharply
falling temperatures, from the colour of the accompanying cloud bank.

Blue nose is a nickname for a native of Nova Scotia, referring to the cold climate. Originally the term
referred to the master or an officer of a Nova Scotian sailing ship. They had a reputation for brutal
maintenance of discipline.
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brown, introduction

Brown. The Old English word brun was a secondary term related to the hue of animals, human skin,
metals and water. However, it did have a brightness use in reference to objects that directionally
reflect in the sunlight, for example, armour and sea waves. In Middle English broun developed into a
basic hue term, for example, for textiles, bread, grain, plants, animals and features such as skin, hair
and eyes.

Included under brown are amber and khaki.

Amber, Arabic anbar ambergris. The medium yellow-brown colour of the fossil resin amber. To the
Arabs in the C14 this was an aphrodisiac that could be powdered and added to food. Ambergris,
French amber gris grey amber, is an intestinal secretion of the sperm whale. Hence amber, n; adj.,
and v, to make the colour amber.

Khaki, Urdu and Persian, from khak, dust, Mid C18, is a dull yellow-brown colour, or cloth or uniform
of that colour. Hence, khaki, n.; adj.

Browns are darkish colours that vary widely from near yellow to near red; the colours of wood,
earth, bread crusts. The colours of wavelengths 585 nm to 620 nm with low intensity lightness.

Hence brownish, browned, browning, browniness (rare), brownness, nouns; also brownetta or
brunette, obsolete C16; brown, browny, brownish, adj; brownly, adv; brown, to colour or become
brown, v.

Dialect, broon, north England, Scots, Irish, adj.

Din, or dun Scotland dialect, is used of persons, dark complexioned, or sallow. Hence, dinness,
sallowness, darkness.

Faughie, also faugh, Scotland dialect, is pale brown, or yellowish.

Feilamort, Scotland dialect, the colour of a dead leaf.

In heraldry brown is used proper, that is, the colour the artist thinks is normally associated with the
object. Tenné, tawny, orange, or brusk is an orange colour.

brown, alcohol

Brown was the generic name for ale and porter and the term brown food was applied to malt liquor,
beer and stout. Stout is also called heavy brown, light bitter beer is called amber. The colour of
brown ale ranges from reddish-brown to dark brown. Golden to copper coloured beer was called
pale ale to distinguish it from the London porter which is brewed with roasted black or chocolate
malt. Black porters are often confused with brown stouts, or heavy browns, which are made with
unroasted barley but heavily hopped. Brown malt used for brewing is kilned at high temperature
over a wood fire. Alcohol related terms used in north England include brown cow, which is a barrel
of beer, and milk from the brown cow, is rum added to tea. Brown gargle in Ireland is Guinness or
stout and in the USA brown stone is slang for beer. Amber fluid, also amber nectar, liquid amber
and amber-and-white is current Australia and New Zealand slang for beer.

Brown sherry normally refers to a sweet sherry while brown bastard was a sweet wine. The old, pre
Second World War, public houses in Amsterdam were called brown bars. These were named after
the characteristic brown wall panelling and nicotine stained ceilings. The modern brown bar or
brown café is cleaner and may or may not sell beer.
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brown, anal related

Brown is used in allusion to the anus or faeces. The brown eye is the anus and to brown-nose is to
be a sycophant, to curry favour with a superior in a flattering or servile manner. A brown tongue is a
person so acting. Hence, brownie point, a joking way of noting a person's accomplishments or good
deeds; however, see brownie. Brown trousers refers to an extremely frightening situation; from the
tendency to lose bowel control. In Ireland you do in your brown is a term meaning disbelief; possibly
from the colour of excrement.

Browning is Australian slang for anal intercourse and the Brown or Browning family is a generic
term for homosexuals. A brown hat or brown hatter, is a male homosexual or one who consorts
with them and one who browns or commits anal intercourse. Brown wings is the Hells Angels term
for anal intercourse. A bit of brown is the act of sodomy, to do a brown is to commit sodomy and to
have brown ankles is a metaphor regarding the distance crawled up the boss’s backside.

brown, colorants, also see brown, colours

Brown-state describes fabrics, such as linen and lace, before dyeing. Natural brown dyes used
before synthetic dyes were developed were often produced using a mixture of madder and red-
brown woods such as brazilwood. Castilian brown or brown madder is a moderate reddish brown
dye made from the root of the rubia tinctorum, found in Europe and Asia. Juice from the Walnut,
Old English, walh-hnutu, foreign nut, is obtained from the green husk of the walnut tree, Juglans
regia. The juice produces a light yellow-brown colour when applied to white skin. Caramel is a light
to medium brown colour, as of the substance caramel, made by heating sugar.

Sepia, Greek, cuttlefish, C16, is a grey-brown, yellow-brown or red-brown pigment obtained from
the secretion of the cuttlefish, genus Sepia, hence a drawing, print or photograph of this unstable
colour obtained by chemical processing. Photographic sepia used in prints results from inorganic
chemical reactions.

Bone-brown was a brown pigment made by roasting bones to a uniform colour. The terms smoke
brown, smoke yellow, smoke grey and smoke blue are used to describe some of the colours seen in
wood or coal smoke.

Earth pigments contain ores such as iron oxides which are readily available colorants long used for
body painting and in representational art. They are mined for their characteristic colour and often
named after their source location. Sienna, in Tuscany, ltaly, is a rich reddish-brown colour. Raw
sienna is a yellow earth used in water and oil colour painting and the yellowish brown burnt sienna
is raw sienna which has been subjected to red heat. Umber in Umbria, Italy, is a darker reddish
brown, while Verona green, also terre verte is greyish green. A calcining treatment by kiln heating
converts earth pigments that contain iron or iron and manganese into burnt pigments that are
darker but richer in colour. Such pigments include burnt sienna and burnt umber, cappagh brown,
possibly named after the Cappagh mine owned by Lord Audley in Cork, Ireland, mars brown,
American sienna, which is a dark red-orange to red-brown colour, and burnt ochre. Burnt topaz is
Brazilian topaz that has been changed from a reddish-yellow to a light pink on heating. Burnt colours
have been used greatly by artists since the Renaissance. Earth, also earth colour, or earth tone can
be any of a number of warm, soft brownish pigments containing iron oxides. Mars is the alchemic
word for iron, and mars brown, mars red, mars violet and mars yellow are all earth pigments
containing iron oxide. Brown ochre is the pigment prepared from limonite, a mineral containing iron
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oxide. Raw umber and burnt umber are dark yellowish or reddish brown colorants made from
roasted earth containing iron and manganese oxides; they reveal their typical colours when mixed
with white. Vandyke brown, named after the Flemish painter, also Verona brown, are deep semi-
transparent pigments obtained by a mixing ferric oxide and lampblack.

Mummy or mummy brown dates from the C14 and is a dark brown pigment made from asphalt.
Bitumen, also pitch is a transparent glaze and brown pigment made from asphalt, a family of native
hydrocarbons, C15. It was a pigment produced by grinding up the flesh of Egyptian mummies
appearing in the 16th century, production continuing until the 1964, when the supply of embalmed
bodies finally ran out.

Bice, Old French, bis, dark grey is a grey-brown colour, C14, but in the UK it became applied to bice
blue or blue bice, obtained from azurite or copper carbonate. This is a dull, medium blue somewhat
like azure. Bice green, resembling malachite is a yellowish green, obtained from a mixture of the
blue variety and yellow orpiment.

Bismark brown was the first soluble azo dye discovered in 1862. Stannic sulphide is a yellowish
brown or gold-coloured solid compound of tin used as a pigment. The pigment of faeces is
stercobilin.

Mineral khaki is the colour developed on cotton fibre after impregnation with chromic and ferrous
acetates, drying, steaming, and fixing with sodium carbonate and sodium hydroxide solutions.

brown, colours, also see brown, colorants

Mahogany brown, mahogany red, or mahogany is the variable brown colour of mahogany wood.
Origin is perhaps from a West Indian language, from C17. A red-brown colour, especially that of
wood of the tropical trees genera Swietenia of America, Khaya of Africa, and Shorea of the
Philippines. Teak is the brown to yellow-brown colour of the wood of the teak, Tectona grandis.
Walnut used as a colour name usually refers to that of the walnut shell. In the UK it refers to the
colour of the shell grown there, but in the USA it is a lighter shade. Black walnut refers to the shell
colour of the black variety of the nut, also to the red-brown colour of the heartwood of the black
walnut tree, J nigra, of North America. Walnut may also be used to describe the colour, similar to
mahogany, of furniture made from the wood. Wood brown is an obsolete term that once referred
to the colour of asbestos, then known as mountain wood. When applied to wood chestnut or
chestnut brown tends to be a reddish brown not the yellowish or golden brown applied to horses.
Hazel is also the yellowish brown of the nut and nut brown or nut grey have long been in use to
describe a light dull brown of a ripe hazel nut. C19. Butternut is the brown-grey colour of the nut or
the wood of the large grey or white walnut tree, J cinerea, North America. The brown dye extracted
from the nut was used to colour the uniforms of the Southern Confederate Army during the Civil
War of America. Hence, the name was given to those who wore the uniform, mid C19. Almond,
Greek, amugdale, C13, is the pale yellow-brown or tan colour of the nut of the almond tree, Prunus
amygdalus, grown in western Asia.

Wheaten is a pale yellow to pale brown colour, as of the grain or straw of wheat. In northern India it
was used to denote the paler colour of the fair-skinned upper castes, as opposed to the
Untouchables, the dark tribesmen of the south. Brides advertising in the Sunday newspapers once
so-described themselves as having wheaten skin. Spadiceous, New Latin spadix, palm branch, in
botany refers to a bright reddish-brown colour. Maize, Tiano, mahis, C16, a pale yellow colour,
especially that of maize (corn, North America). Cinnamon is a light, yellowish brown; the colour of
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the spice made from the bark of the tropical tree, Cinnamomum zeylanicum. White cinnamon is the
inner bark of the plant Canella alba. Varieties of yellow and brown garnet are called cinnamon-
stone. Russet is a brown colour tinged with red or yellow. This is also the name of a rough
homespun cloth of this colour and the clothing formerly made from it, as well as describing a
reddish-brown, rough-skinned apple.

Snuff brown, C16, Dutch snuftabale, tobacco for snuffing, is the indefinite dull brownish colour of
snuff, while snuffy refers to the colour and appearance of powdered tobacco.Tobacco or tobacco
brown refers to a range of similar colours. Maduro, Latin, maturus, ripe is a dark brown colour,
especially of cigars. Claro, Spanish clear, is a type of light brown of the mild cigar.

Buff, C16, is a yellowish brown the name being derived from buffalo, which is the Anglicised spelling
of the Italian bufalo, the Old World ox. Buffalo was later applied to the American bison but the name
has nothing to do with the colour name. The original meaning of buff was an oil-tanned calf or
goatskin or chamois which is still used to buff or polish. Hence, Buffy, of a colour near to, or
resembling, buff, which can be used in combination, for example, buffy coat, a layer of buff colour
that is sometimes formed on a clot of coagulated blood.

Specialist terms describe the coat colour of horses; all can be used as nouns as well as adjectives —
see animal colours. Tan, Medieval Latin, tannum, tan bark; Old English, leather, n and adj, first used
as a colour in 1892. This is the light brown colour of tanned hide or a light brown, yellow-brown or
tawny colour especially that of skin exposed to sunlight or other ultra violet source. Hence, tanning,
the browning or darkening of skin from exposure to sunlight and tannish, which is partly or
somewhat tanned. Tan and cuir, the French for leather, are synonymous and refer to a medium
yellowish-brown. Tawny is the English version of the French tanné meaning tan coloured, the light
brown colour with tints of yellow or orange. Tawny has come to refer to the colour of animals such
as the lion. Tannie is the Scotland dialect form.

Seal brown is a dark brown colour, sometimes tinged with yellow or grey, as of a seal's fur. Cervine,
Latin, cervus, deer, is a dark yellow-brown colour, similar to that of some members of the deer
family, Cerevicae, C19. Camel is the light tan or fawn colour of the animal. Beaver, Sandskrit, babhru,
red-brown, is the grey or yellow-brown of the amphibious rodent, Castor fiber, of Europe, North
America and Asia. Taupe, French, mole, refers to the grey-brown colour of the European mole, Talpa
europaea, while nutria, Latin, lutra, otter, is the grey-brown colour of the fur of the nutria or coypu,
Myocaster coypus, C19. Mousy, also mousey, Greek, mus, is the light brown or grey-brown colour of
the mouse, early C19. Fawn, also fawn-colour is a light yellow-grey or yellow-brown, hence fawny of
a colour resembling fawn. Similarly foxy is having the reddish-brown colour of the animal. Puce, C18,
French couleur puce, flea colour, a dark colour ranging from deep red to purple-brown.

A number of colour terms are associated with industry. Biscuit, Old French, twice cooked, C14, is the
pale brown colour associated with pottery that has been fired once but not glazed. Also bisque, a
shortened form of biscuit, is a light brown colour with tints of pink or yellow, C20. Bistre, also bister,
USA, French, origin unknown, refers to a brown-yellow colour, C18. It is also the name of a dark
brown to yellow-brown pigment prepared from wood soot and used in pen-and-wash drawings.
Hence, bistred, also blistered, is to be stained as if with bistre.

Terracotta, Italian, baked earth, C18, refers to the range of reddish browns of the hard, unglazed
pottery. Testaceous, Latin, testa, shell, C18 is the colour of the dull, red-brown of unglazed
earthenware. In plants and animals it refers to a red-brown or yellow-brown colour. Fuliginous,
Latin, fuligo, soot, is the colour of soot, a dull, dark grey brown. Hence, fuliginously, adv;
fuliginousness, n, C16.



90

Some browns are used as personal colours. Brunette, also brunet, male, is an early C18 term
meaning the dark brown-colour, especially of hair and also describes a person with dark brown hair.
Hence, brunetteness. Also, brownetta, is an obsolete C16 term for brunette. Burnet also refers to
dark brown. Auburn, Old French, alborne, auborne, whitish from Latin albus white, a red-brown or
gold-brown colour, especially of hair, C15. Nigger, also nigger brown is a dark brown colour; from
the contemptuous obsolete slang term for a black person, early C20. Hence, nigrescent, means
becoming black, or somewhat black, nigrify, is to make black, and negritude, is blackness. Nude is a
light brown colour with tints ranging from yellow to pink.

Henna, C16, Arabic henna, the reddish-orange or brown colour given by the dye obtained from the
shoots and leaves of the plant Lawsonia inermis, or Egyptian privet; it is the name of the dye and the
plant, as well as of the catechu cosmetic made from the dye and the verb to colour with henna. This
definition also applies to alcanna, Arabic al-hinna.

Browning is an important feature of the cooking process so it is not surprising that there is a number
of colour terms associated therewith. Toast, Latin tostus parched, C14, used especially of bread or
other food, to turn brown by exposure to dry heat, hence, toast-coloured. Brown bread, now
referring to wholemeal bread, once referred to the colour of the crust of wheat bread, which is
different from that of the Boston, USA, brown loaf made from rye. Caramel, Spanish caramelo of
uncertain origin, is a light to medium brown colour, as of the substance made by heating sugar.

Chocolate, Spanish, chocolate; from Aztec chocolatl sour plus water, C17, is a mid or deep brown
colour, from that of the drink or confection made from roasted cacoa seeds. The term can be
qualified, for example, milk-chocolate coloured, a lighter brown. Hence, chocolate brown varies
widely between the colour of milk chocolate to a darker brown but more commonly refers to the
former. Liver-brown is the dark red-brown colour of liver and butterscotch is the brownish gold
colour, as of the sweet of that name made with butter and sugar. Ginger, medieval Latin gingiber,
probably from Sandskrit, horn plus body, from the root shape, is a reddish brown or pale brown or
sandy colour, or a person with sandy-coloured hair. Hence gingery, the colour of ginger.

Cocoa, English language version of the Spanish cacao is a reddish brown colour, resembling that of
cocoa, a powder made from ground cacao seeds. It is also the name of the beverage made from the
powder. Coffee, Arabic gahwah coffee or wine, is a medium to dark brown colour, resembling the
beverage, also café au lait, French, is a light brown colour, resembling coffee with milk, as opposed
to café noir, black coffee. Mocha is the colour of the dark brown of strong Arabian coffee, C18.
Cappuccino is Espresso coffee with added steamed milk, from 1890s; its name derives from a
supposed resemblance of its colour to that of a Capuchin monk's habit, founded in C16.

A number of terms are associated with products of the earth’s crust. Topaz, Greek, topazos, the
yellowish-brown colours as in some varieties of the mineral of that name 